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FORWARD  
 

Originally from South Carolina, my wife and I relocated to South Florida in 1995.  What I 

found interesting in this part of the country was that it really did not have much of an 

ñAngloò history prior to the 1860s.  Being from South Carolina, with her history going 

back to the 1600s, I found it relatively easy to look at the pioneers and people who made 

this county  what it is today.   I was motivated to look into the history of the area when I 

discovered that my Great grandmotherôs first cousin was married to the first mayor of 

West Palm Beach.  He and family left the war - torn Shenandoah Valley in the 1870s and 

relocated to Florida, moving to this county in the 1880s where they had built one of the 

first hotels in the ñfrontierò town of West Palm Beach.   

 

Up on moving to West Palm Beach, I began my career in the hospitality business, having 

spent the last twenty years in various management positions with hotels on the òIslandò, 

retiring in December of 2020.  

 

Many times, I was asked by guests about the history of the area and more specifically, 

about the property they were visiting.  I had heard various stories and anecdotes which I 

would relate, later realizing that I had my facts wrong.  Therefore, I endeavored to dig a 

little and find out the real facts.  

 

Thi s compilation is a result of some of my research.  I have also completed several other 

historical compilations  on other local subjects.  

 

E. R. Bradley is a particularly interesting fellow ï a gentleman gambler with a very 

intriguing story, so the focus of this work is focused on him and his family.   

 

Peter D. Johnston  

Sons of the American Revolution  

Sons of Confederate Veterans  

Jamestowne Society  

Sons of the Rep ublic of Texas  

National Society of Washington Family Descendants  
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Founding  Palm  Beach  County  
  

 Palm  Beach  County  was  carved  out  of  Dade  County  in  1909  becoming  Floridaôs 47th  

county.  The  first  county  government  meetings  were  held  in  an  old  four - room  school  house  

at  the  corner  of  Clematis  Street  and  Dixie  Highway  in  West  Palm  Beach.  At  the  time,  only  

about  5,300  people  lived  in  the  new  county  comprised  of  portions  of  what  are  now  

Broward,  Martin  and  Okeechobee  counties.  Broward  County  was  established  in  1915,  

Okeechobee  County  in  1917  and  Martin  County  in  1925.  

  

The  official  battle  to  create  a separate  county  out  of  the  northern  portion  of  Dade  County  

began  on  February  8,  1907  when  a group  of  con cerned  citizens  gathered  in  the  hall  over  

the  Free  Reading  Room  in  West  Palm  Beach  to  discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of  division.  With  

4,424  square  miles,  Dade  was  the  second  largest  county  in  the  state  and  had  an  assessed  

valuation  of  $5,700,000  for  the  1905  t ax  year.  The  group  in  favor  of  the  county's  division  

wanted  Dade  County  split  just  south  of  Fort  Lauderdale  so  the  new  county  would  have  

approximately  2,500  square  miles,  or  about  sixty  percent  of  the  land.   

  

The  group's  biggest  complaint  was  that  the  are a between  Fort  Lauderdale  on  the  New  

River  and  Stuart  on  the  St.  Lucie  paid  sixty  percent  of  the  taxes,  but  few  of  those  dollars  

were  spent  in  northern  Dade  County.  The  men  wanted  a more  equitable  distribution  of  tax  

dollars,  especially  in  the  matter  of  ro ads  and  schools.  Many  of  the  roads  in  the  southern  

portion  of  the  county  had  been  paved  and  were  seen  as  attractive  to  outside  investors.  Yet  

roads  north  of  New  River  were  either  incomplete  or  only  finished  after  levying  additional  

taxes  and  with  help  from  Henry  Flagler  who  provided  free  shipments  of  road  materials  on  

the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad.  In  addition,  less  than  thirty - seven  percent  of  the  school  

budget,  or  about  $15,000,  was  spent  per  year  for  the  segregated  schools  in  the  northern  

section  of  th e county.  

  
In  view  of  these  inequities  and  other  injustices  and  after  discussion  of  how  the  new  county  

would  be  able  to  function  on  the  tax  monies  available,  the  group  passed  a motion  to  

establish  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  County  Division  Movement.  The  seven  men  

chosen  to  serve  on  the  committee  were  empowered  to  do  anything  necessary  to  see  that  

a new  county  was  created  out  of  the  northern  half  of  Dade  County.  At  yet  another  mass  

meeting  the  following  week,  the  Committee  resolved  to  take  their  petitio n  for  a  new  county  

to  the  appropriate  officials  in  Tallahassee.  At  the  time,  the  state  legislature  only  met  every  

other  year  and  it  was  due  to  meet  in  April  1907,  so  time  was  of  the  essence.  

  

Reactions  to  the  petition  for  division  were  varied  and  many  wer e acrimonious.  The  people  

in  north  Dade  were  seen  as  ungrateful  agitators  by  those  in  and  around  Miami.  Newspaper  

editorials  reflected  their  readership's  geographic  location;  The  Daily  Tropical  Sun  and  the  

Palm  Beach  Daily  News,  both  north  county  papers,  w ere  pro  division  and  The  Daily  Miami  

Metropolis  was  against.   

 

Four  Division  Committee  members,  Mr.  L.  W.  Burkhardt,  Mr.  M.  E. Gruber,  Mr.  George  

Butler,  and  Mr.  W.  I.  Metcalf  traveled  to  Tallahassee  to  lobby  for  division.  T.  J.  Campbell,  

later  to  be  the  t ax  collector  for  Palm  Beach  County,  acted  as  a  messenger  for  the  

legislature  that  year  and  kept  the  delegation  apprised  of  the  progress  of  the  petition.  On  

May  8,  1907,  Campbell  advised  that  the  ñPalm Beach  county  bill  passed  senate  20  to  11.ò 

Unfortunately,  it  did  not  pass  in  the  House  of  Representatives  where  it  was  defeated  39  to  

21  on  May  22,  1907.   

 

The  division  committee  members  were  not  idle  during  the  two  years  they  had  to  wait  for  

the  next  legislative  sess ion  in  order  to  resubmit  their  petition.  They  searched  for  and  found  

a candidate  for  the  House  of  Representatives  who  would  support  splitting  Dade  County.   
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Consequently,  when  George  O.  Butler,  the  agreeable,  successful  candidate  from  Miami  

submitted  the  petition  for  division,  it  was  quickly  approved  on  April  30,  1909.  When  it   

became  effective  July  1,  1909,  Palm  Beach  County  became  the  forty - seventh  county  in  

Florida.   
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                              PALM  BEACH  COUNTY  1921  
 

POPULATION  SCHEDULE  

(Palm  Beach  County  was  part  of  Dade  County  until  1909)  
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                                          Jupiter  
  

The  area  that  includes  the  Town  of  Jupiter  was  called  Jobe  (Hoe - bay)  by  the  Spanish,  for  

the  nearby  Indian  village.  When  the  English  arrived  in  1763,  they  interpreted  the  name  as  

Jove  and  referred  to  the  area  as  Jupiter  (in  ancient  mythology,  Jove  and  Jupiter  refer  to  

the  same  god).  

  

Fort  Jupiter  was  built  in  1838  after  a  battle  with  Seminole  Indians  on  the  Loxahatchee  

River.  The  9,088 - acre  Jupiter  Military  Reservation  that  was  created  around  it  in  1855  

included  the  site  of  the  Jupiter  Inlet  Lighthouse  and  the  location  of  the  second  Fort  Jupiter  

where  the  Fort  Jupiter  Post  Office  was  activated  from  1855  to  1856,  during  the  Third  

Seminole  War.  The  garrisonôs chronic  illness  and  the  inletôs tendency  to  close  made  the  

fort  too  difficult  to  man  or  supply  and  it  was  closed  in  1860.  

  

Lighthouse  keeper  James  Armour  opened  the  Jupiter  Post  Office  briefly  during  1884.  Three  

years  of  inactivity  followed  before  Mary  Moore  ñMollieò Carlin  reestablished  the  office  in  

1887  at  the  Jupiter  Lifesaving  Station,  where  her  husband,  Charles  Carlin,  w as  the  keeper.   

  

The  DuBois  family  is  one  of  Jupiterôs pioneer  families;  their  former  homestead,  on  the  

south  side  of  Jupiter  Inlet  once  known  as  Stoneôs Point,  is  now  part  of  Palm  Beach  Countyôs 

DuBois  Park  and  reveals  much  about  life  in  early  Jupiter.  John  Rue  DuBois,  the  eldest  son  

of  Harry  and  Susan  Sanders  DuBois,  carefully  preserved  artifacts  found  on  their  property,  

which  were  later  examined  by  the  Florida  State  Museum.  

  

Jupiter  was  the  northernmost  stop  on  the  7.5 - mile  ñCelestial Railroa dò line  that  had  once  

served  as  the  last  link  for  travelers  to  Lake  Worth.  After  boating  down  the  Indian  River,  

they  would  take  the  train  to  the  head  of  Lake  Worth  in  Juno  where  they  would  once  again  

board  a boat  for  destinations  further  south.  When  Henry  Flagler  ran  his  Florida  East  Coast  

Railway  west  of  the  Lake  Worth  Creek  on  its  route  to  West  Palm  Beach,  two  paddlewheel  

steamboats  that  had  frequented  the  Indian  River  were  no  longer  necessary  and  they  rotted  

away  where  they  had  been  beached.  Local  histor ian  Bessie  DuBois  said,  ñEarly settlers  of  

the  Fort  Jupiter  reservation  used  the  stateroom  windows  and  doors  in  their  shacks.  The  

steamers  gradually  rusted  away  é relics  of  a  priceless  era.ò  

  

In  1900  the  population  of  the  Jupiter  area  was  145.  In  1905  Re v.  Dr.  Charles  P.  Jackson  

started  an  elementary  school  for  white  children  in  Neptune.  At  that  time  Jupiter  referred  

to  the  area  east  of  Lake  Worth  Creek  (the  Intracoastal  Waterway)  and  Neptune  was  the  

designation  for  the  area  and  the  post  office  along  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad.  The  

Neptune  post  office  was  consolidated  into  Jupiter  in  1908.  A converted  lifeboat  from  the  

battleship  U.S.S.  Maine  served  as  school  ñbusò for  the  children.  A ferry  service  across  the  

Loxahatchee  River  started  in  1894  was  repl aced  by  a bridge  in  1911,  when  a  new  two -

story   

 

school  added  grades  seven  through  ten.  West  Palm  Beach  was  the  closest  town  for  

students  to  complete  high  school  for  many  years.   

  

In  1916  to  1917,  a  group  of  nine  British  aviators  used  Jupiter  as  a  trainin g  ñgroundò for  

three  small  seaplanes  ï a  crew  of  three  assigned  to  each.  Because  the  Jupiter  Inlet   

 

remained  closed  during  their  stay,  the  planes  were  able  to  park  on  the  river  side  of  the  

beach.  The  aviators  erected  tents  there  to  get  out  of  the  sun,  but  lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  

Walter  Savage,  who  contracted  with  the  U.  S.  Government  to  provide  them  room  and   
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board.  A windsock  added  to  

the  flagpole  on  the  Carlin  

House  dock  assisted  with  

wind  direction  during  the  

many  landings  and  takeoffs  

practice d  each  day.   

  

When  John  DuBois  married  

Bessie  Wilson  in  1924,  they  

stayed  on  at  his  familyôs 

house  on  Jupiter  Inlet.  They  

later  recalled  how  Seminole  

Indians  had  often  come  to  

town  in  covered  wagons  

pulled  by  oxen  or  horses  

and  camped  out  near  

todayôs Cen ter  Street.  The  

Indians  came  to  trade  with  

local  merchants;  their  

contact  with  others  was  

mainly  to  sell  them  venison  

and  berries.  John  DuBois  

said  the  Seminoles  seemed  

to  know  when  schools  of  

large  fish  were  trapped  in  

the  inlet  by  changing  tides;  

they  wo uld  spear  them  

from  canoes.  

  

In  1925  the  Town  of  Jupiter  

was  incorporated.  A year  

later,  the  federal  highway  

was  completed  to  Miami,  

and  a new  bridge  went  up  

across  the  Loxahatchee   

River.  
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A Brief History of Palm Beach  

The  Beginning  

 

     When the first settlers arrived in what was to become Palm Beach, the entire area was 

known as ñLake Worthò, named for Major General William Jenkins Worth who fought in 

the Second Seminole War. Pioneers struggled to clear land for their houses and to make 

room for their crops. The first of the permanent pioneers arrived in 1872. According to 

early settler accounts, Palm Beach received its name from a shipwreck named the 

"Providencia." The ship washed ashore in January 1878 with a lo ad of coconuts bound 

from Havana to Barcelona. Early settlers lost no time claiming salvage and planting the 

coconuts, which were not native to South Florida, in an effort to launch a commercial 

coconut industry.  

History  as  a  Tourist  Location  

     Word of the areaôs beauty spread northward and by 1880 the first hotel, the Coconut 

Grove House, opened to accommodate tourists. By the early 1890s the island community 

was well established with several hotels,  
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Palm Beach 1915  

businesses, and winter residents. The pioneer era ended in 1894 with the opening of Henry 

M. Flaglerôs Royal Poinciana Hotel and the arrival of the Florida East Coast Railroad in 

1896. The railroad t racks crossed Lake Worth so trains could deliver their passengers 

directly to the Flagler System hotels, which included the Palm Beach Inn directly on the 

ocean. Soon renamed The Breakers, because so many guests wrote asking for a room 

ñdown by the breakers,ò fire destroyed the hotel in 1903. Henry Flagler ordered a larger, 

more luxurious hotel built at the same location, which opened for business the following 

year. The hotel was again destroyed by fire in March 1925 and was replaced by the 

magnificent sto ne structure which continues to serve as a Palm Beach landmark today.  

Incorporation  

     The Town of Palm Beach was incorporated on April 17, 1911. Thirty - five men (women 

did not have the vote yet) met at the Palm Beach Hotel that night and voted to incorporate 

what was only the second recognized municipality in Palm Beach County. They al so elected 

the first officials: Elisha N. Dimick, Mayor; John P. McKenna, Town Clerk; Joseph Borman, 

Marshal; and J. B. Donnelly, William Fremd, John W. Doe, Enoch Root, and J. J. Ryman, 

Councilmen. In 1929, the Garden Club of Palm Beach spon - sored the pre paration of a Town 

Plan.  
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World - Renowned  Beauty  

     After over 100 years of graceful evolution, Palm Beach today is a fully developed 

community, world - renowned for its beauty, quality of life and small - town character. It is 

home to ñCaptains of Industryò and the world famous Worth Avenue. Approximately 9,000 

citizens make Palm Beach their year - round home, and about 20,000 more have a seasonal 

home in Palm Beach where they enjoy the winter months. Together, these residents of 

Palm Beach donate more money per capita to charities than any other community i n 

America. The Town is governed by an elected Mayor and a five - member Council, operates 

under the Council - Manager form of government, and provides a full range of quality 

municipal services. It has an active historic preservation program, strict zoning sta ndards, 

high levels of public safety and public works services, 3 miles of public beaches, and a 

wide array of recreation programs, including award winning golf and tennis facilities.  

                                                      Palm Beach ï Today  

Vintage Palm Beach Post Card  
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A PALM  BEACH  MEMORY  
 

The  Palm  Beach  Post,  Thursday,  July  2,  1981,     Special  to  the  Post  

  

Progress  Can't  Eclipse  Yesterday's  Memories  
By  Mrs.  Louis  Levinstim  

   

     For  nine  winters,  from  1919 - 1928,  my  parents  operated  the  Hotel  Hibiscus  on  the  Lake  

Trail.   The  Hibiscus  was  a 40 - room,  white  stucco  hotel  with  a  red  roof.   It  was  the  last  

nonresidential  building  on  the  trail  to  the  north.   The  trail  extended  past  the  Garden  

of  Eden.   From  the  hibiscus  to  its  northern  end,  the  trail  was  flanked  on  one  side  by  the  

lake  and  on  the  other  side  by  jungle  surrounding  several  residences.   In  all  of  my  winters  

in  Palm  Beach,  I  never  heard  of  anyone  hit  by  a  falling  coconut,  although  they  lined  the  

trai l.   After  an  unusually  severe  rain  or  windstorm,  teams  of  Negros  carrying  long  poles  

shook  free  from  the  trees  what  appeared  to  be  ripe  coconuts.   It  was  impossible  to  get  all  

of  them,  and  I  still  remember  the  frightening  thud  of  a  perilously  close  falling  coconut.  

  

     On  the  north  side  of  the  Hibiscus,  the  Stotesbury  Estate  stretched  from  the  trail  to  the  

ocean.   Except  for  the  cleared  area  surrounding  the  mansion,  the  property  was  mostly  

jungle.   From  Ocean  Drive,  we  could  see  the  tiled  roofs  of  Stotesbury's  beautiful  El  Mirasol  

and  the  nearby  Phipps  mansion,  Casa  Bendita.   A few  other  residences  were  less  obvious.  

 

     We  walked  the  three  blocks  between  the  lake  and  the  ocean  wearing  capes  or  coats  

over  our  bathing  suits.   My  bathing  costume  was  a  co9quettishly  bowed  purple  satin  

bathing  cap,  a  two - piece,  lavender,  checked  gingham  top  and  bloomers  and  tennis - like  

bathing  shoes.  

  

     Moored  to  the  Hibiscus  dock,  Frank  Adam's  

houseboat  was  a familiar  land - mark.   Rumor  had  

it  that  Adams  was  the  n e're - do - well  son  of  some  

socially  prominent  family.   Whatever  his  

background,  Frank  Adams  must  have  found  

Fortunato's  purse  because  I  never  knew  him,  nor  

his  equally  charming  wife  to  engage  in  any  

financially  rewarding  activity.   At  the  height  of  the  

socia l  season,  they  frequently  would  appear  in  

formal  evening  wear  and  be  "wheelchaired,"  

Presumably  to  some  social  affair.   

  

     What  we,  in  our  ignorance,  called  

"wheelchairs"  are  now  more  aptly"  referred  to  

as  ñAfromobiles. ò  A  few  of  our  Negro - propelled  

" chairs"  were  built  for  a  single  rider,  but  the  

majority  were  two - seaters.  

  

     To  the  south  of  our  hotel,  directly  across  

Dunbar  Road,  stood  the  lovely  Beaux  Arts  Building.   It  was  a  building  in  the  Spanish  

tradition  of  tan - tinted  stucco  and  red  red - tile d  roof.   Shops  lined  both  corridors  and  a  

stairway  led  to  a motion  picture  theater.   On  the  opening  night  of  a well - publicized  picture,  

Palm  Beach's  bejeweled  and  formally  attired  social  elite,  as  they  ascended  the  stairway,  

reminded  me  in  miniature  of  a  s imilar  scene  at  the  Paris  Opera  House.  

 

 

 

 

 



10  

 

     The  Palm   Beach   season  was  a  brief  three  months  and  Palm  Beach   seemed   deserted  

after  Washington's  birthday  when  the  socialites   began  their   annual  trek  to  Pinehurst,  to  

their  respective  hometowns,  or  to  the  Hamptons  with  occasional  shopping  sprees  in  New  

York  City.  

  

    The  frame - structured  Palm  Beach  Hotel  was  the  next  f amiliar  building,  south  of  the  

Beaux  Arts,  on  the  Lake  Trail.   In  front  of  its  ample  porch,  a paved  area  served  as  a 

"wheelchair"  depot.   I  remember  the  hotel  best  for  its  adjacent  fruit  and  souvenir  shop  

from  which  we  sent  citrus  fruit  home.   A so - called  native  once  told  me  that  poinsettias  

could  be  mailed  home  and  would  arrive  in  good  condition  if  the  tips  of  their  stems  were  

inserted  into  raw  potatoes.   On  the  occasion  of  a  friend's  anniversary,  I  shipped  my  friend  

a dozen  lovely  poinsettias.   Some  two  w eeks  later,  I  received  a letter  thanking  me  for  the  

potatoes  and  asking,  "What  were  those  funny  red  things  in  the  box?"  

  

     Colonel  Bradley's  gambling  casino,  a  block  or  two  south  of  the  Palm  Beach  Hotel,  was  

as  unimpressive,  peculiarly  shaped,  white  fr ame  building  with  green  trim  and  a  shingled  

roof.   Its  undistinguished  lake - front  entrance  belied  its  size  and  interior.   At  night,  with  

lights  aglow  and  its  select  membership  arriving  in  "wheelchairs,"  the  casino  was  a  memor -

able  sight.  

  

     The  Palm  Be ach  ferry  dock  was  a  block  beyond  Bradley's.   If  my  memory  is  correct,  a  

small  ferry  boat,  accommodating  about  50  passengers,  crossed  the  lake  every  half - hour  

from  Palm  Beach  to  West  Palm  Beach.   It  was  the  most  convenient  way  to  leave  the  

island.   The  lit tle  boat  had  its  restricted  section  which  usually  was  crowded  with  Negroes  

traveling  back  and  forth  from  employment  on  the  island.  

  

     When  the  day  was  too  warm  to  walk  to  the  ferry  from  the  Hibiscus  to  the  ferry,  we  

often  would  make  the  trip  to  West  Pa lm  Beach  in  the  cool  of  the  evening.   Some  lovely  

evenings  we  would  stay  on  the  boat  without  getting  off  at  West  Palm  Beach,  just  to  sail  

among  the  brightly  illuminated  yachts  anchored  in  the  lake.   Occasionally,  strains  of  dance  

music  could  be  heard  from  the  yachts.  

  

     My  principal  destination  in  West  Palm  Beach  w2as  the  small,  inviting  library  on  the  

lakefront.  

  

     The  passengers  who  traveled  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  to  Palm  Beach  in  private  

railroad  cars  had  them  detached  from  the  mainline  t rain  at  West  Palm  Beach  and  shuttled  

across  the  trestle  to  Palm  Beach.   Other  passengers  departed  from  the  train  at  the  wooden  

shed - like  station  where  groups  of  Negro  boys  sang  and  tap - danced  for  coins.  

  

     The  trestle  at  the  site  of  the  present  Flagler  Memorial  Bridge  had  been  built  to  convey  

affluent  passengers  to  Whitehall  (now  the  Flagler  Museum),  the  Royal  Poinciana,  the  

Breakers  and  private  estates.   These  arrivals  were  met  by  "chairs"  and  cycled  to  their  

destinations  via  a paved  roadway,  shaded  by  Australian  pines  that  connected  the  Royal  

Poinciana  to  the  Breakers,  baggage  to  the  hotels  followed  by  motor - propelled  dollies.   The  

railroad  cars  that  did  not  remain  on  the  tracks  adjacent  to  the  Royal  Poinciana  backed  

across  the  trestle  to  West  Palm  Bea ch  where  they  again  were  attached  to  a  scheduled  

train.  

  

     Whitehall  was  an  elegant,  beautifully  proportioned  white  stucco  mansion  with  an  

impressive  and  equally  beau - tiful  scrolled,  wrought  iron  gate.   The  Royal  Poinciana  and  

The  Breakers  were  long  ra mbling  buildings  painted  with  dark  green  trim,  distinguished  

mainly  for  their  size,  their  inviting  porches,  and  lush  tropical  landscaping.    

  

     Occasionally  we  would  take  a "chai"  to  Worth  Avenue,  where  the  attractive  shops  then  

stretched  about  two  blo cks.   The  shops  were  built  in  Addison  Mizner's  theatrically   
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spectacular  blend  of  Spanish  and  Moorish  architecture.   Some  shops  were  hidden  in  rear,  

cobblestoned  and  exotically  landscaped  courtyards.   South  of  the  avenue,  a  10 - foot  high,  

thickly  vine - covered  fence  provided  privacy  for  the  Everglades  Club  golf  course.  

                

     One  of  my  outstanding  memories  of  Palm  Beach  was  the  spectacular  Breakers  Hotel  

fire  in  1925.   Having  gone  with  friends  for  an  afternoon  swim,  about  3  o'c lock  we  heard  

the  clanging  of  fire  engines.   Soon  we  saw  flames  shooting  skyward  from  what  we  

immediately  recognized  as  The  Breakers  some  ten  blocks  away.   I  distinctly  remember  

how  we  stood,  spellbound  in  groups,  as  flames  spread  and  the  smoke - blackened  u ntil  

someone  suggested  that  we  hurry  home  to  safeguard  our  own  homes.  

  

     Later  we  learned  that  the  sparks  from  the  Breakers  had  ignited  the  Australian  pines  

that  lined  the  roadway  leading  to  the  Royal  Poinciana.   I  do  not  know  at  what  point  the  

wind  sh ifted,  but  miraculously,  Bradley's  casino,  which  was  directly  in  the  fire's  path,  was  

spared  and  instead  the  sparks  ignited  the  Palm  Beach  Hotel  and  burned  it,  like  The  

Breakers,  to  the  ground.  

  

     Since  the  Palm  Beach  Hotel  was  only  a few  blocks  from  our  hotel,  guests  threw  some  

clothes  into  their  cars  parked  behind  the  hotel  and  left.   One  couple,  for  an  exorbitant  

price,  managed  to  commandeer  a "chair"  to  take  them  farther  north  along  the  Lake  

Trail.   When  it  looked  as  though  the  fire  might  spread  in  our  direction,  home - owners  and  

friends  organized  bucket  brigades  to  pass  pails,  pots,  and  pans  of  water  to  neighbors  

seated  precariously  on  shingled  roofs.   The  hope  was  that  by  moistening  the  sun - parched  

shingles,  they  might  be  protected  from  flying  spark s.   That  night,  to  prevent  looting,  a 

curfew  was  imposed  on  the  island.  

  

     The  following  day,  on  the  platform  near  the  Royal  Poinciana  where  the  vacant  railroad  

cars  were  stationed,  rows  of  battered  valises  and  small  trunks,  obviously  thrown  from  

windo ws,  lay  waiting  for  identification.   At  the  still  smoldering  Palm  Beach  Hotel,  I  

distinctly  remember  seeing  a  badly  damages  piano,  which,  obviously,  had  been  thrown  

from  some  window.   The  day  after  the  fire,  there  was  not  a roll  of  Kodak  film  to  be  bought  

in  either  Palm  Beach  or  West  Palm  Beach.  

  

     The  construction  of  the  beautiful  new  Breakers  at  the  site  of  the  old  hotel,  and  the  

construction  of  the  lovely  hotel  Alba  to  replace  the  former  Palm  Beach  Hotel  were  mostly  

completed  before  we  returned  to  Pa lm  Beach  in  December.   The  formal  opening  of  both  

hotels  in  1926  was  a  much - heralded  event.   I  often  enjoyed  afternoon  tea  on  the  lovely  

Alba  Terrace,  overlooking  yacht - dotted  Lake  Worth.   The  Alba  later  became  known  as  the  

Biltmore.  

  

     No  record  of  th e period  would  be  complete  without  mention  of  the  1924 - 25  Florida  real  

estate  boom.   Every  barber,  waiter,  clerk,  and  bootlegger  was  selling  property  and  even  

more  surprisingly,  finding  buyers.    Now,  when  I  look  at  a  map  of  Florida,  I  am  amazed  to  

see,  fo r  example,  that  the  Tamiami  Trail  is  a  reality  and  that  Lake  Okeechobee  is  now  

surrounded  by  developments.   I  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  these  transformations  have  

been  accomplished  in  the  comparatively  brief  span  of  50  years.   During  the  boom,  thes e 

engineering  feats  had  been  mere  lines  on  maps  drawn  to  entice  greedy,  gullible  

buyers.   Talk  of  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars,  and  of  Florida  developments  

heretofore  unheard  of,  was  a casual  everyday  topic  of  conversation.  

  

     Infrequently,  if  I  am  reminiscing  to  a  younger  generation,  my  most  popular  stories  

seem  to  be  related  to  the  Prohibition  Era  and  bootleggers.   Occasionally,  on  a moonless  

evening,  we  would  drive  north  on  Ocean  Drive  toward  the  inlet.   At  some  secluded  spot,  

we  would  park  and  wait  until  finally,  we  would  see  the  distant  outline  of  a  boat,  

presumably  from  Bimini.   The  small  motorboats  that  soon  appeared,  to  run  cases  and  

burlap  sacks  of  liquor   
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from  the  distant  boat  to  the  shore  were  easily  discernible.   In  the  distance  we re  the  

revolving  beams  of  the  Jupiter  Lighthouse.   As  the  speedboats,  with  silenced  motors,  

drifted  toward  the  beach,  figures  would  emerge  from  the  darkness,  wade  to  the  boats  and  

hastily  carry  their  costly  cargo  ashore.   Other  equally  silent  and  mysteriou s figures  

then  would  carry  the  cases  and  sacks  to  waiting  automobiles.   Every  rich  man,  poor  man,  

storekeeper,  and  clerk  had  his  favorite  bootlegger.   The  genial,  successful  bootlegger  I  

knew  best  operated  from  his  fruit  and  souvenir  store  on  the  Lake  Trai l  originally  adjacent  

to  the  veranda  of  the  old  Palm  Beach  Hotel,  later  under  the  Alba  Terrace.  

  

     Another  figure  during  these  Prohibition  years  was  Mr.  Degan,  a Scotsman  whose  sole  

duty  was  to  supervise  the  Stotesbury  liquor  and  wine  supplies.   Mr.  Du gan  would  stop  at  

our  hotel  and  about  mid - afternoon,  when  he  was  sufficiently  steady - footed,  appear  in  the  

lobby  and  often  say  to  me,  "Little  Missy,  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  parade  of  pink  

elephants  in  my  room  last  night."  

  

     The  only  social  gath ering  that  we  non  affluent  winter  residents  shared  with  the  Palm  

Beach  socialites  were  the  colorful,  late  afternoon  tea  dances  at  the  Royal  Poinciana  

Coconut  Grave,  which  were  particularly  popular  with  tourists  impressed  with  celebrities.  

  

     Beach  bathing  was  the  day's  most  enjoyable  activity.   The  beach.  from  the  Breakers  to  

as  far  north  as  we  could  see,  was  unobstructed  by  any  enclosed  private  areas.   From  Ocean  

Drive  to  the  ocean's  edge,  it  was  about  a block  wide.   I  never  remembered  the  b each  at  

the  foot  of  Wells,  our  street,  being  crowded.  

  

       We  attended  the  movies  at  Beaux  Arts  as  often  as  they  changed  programs,  which  was  

usually  twice  a  week,  and  saw  important  pictures  before  they  premiered  in  larger  

cities.   Another  evening  diver sion  was  to  drive  to  Lake  Worth  to  see  the  Wednesday  night  

American  Legion - sponsored  prize  fights  held  in  a  large.  barren,  barn - like  hall.   The  drive  

to  Miami  to  see  a horse  race,  a dog  race  or  a  jai - alai  game  was  an  all - day  event.  
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Designed in the Spanish style by August Geiger and built in 1916 at the corner of 

Everglades Avenue and North Lake Trail, the Fashion Beaux Arts shopping center 

featuring a second - story movie theater, the Beaux Arts Theatre.  

 

     I  remember  a few  annual  Palm  Beach  winter  events  such  as  the  visits  of  the  Tuskegee  

College  Glee  Club  which,  to  raise  funds  for  its  all - Negro  college,  sang  at  our  hotel  and  at  

most  other  hotels.   In  West  Palm   Beach,  the  Seminole  Indians  annual  dances  were  a  

colorful  though  rather  disorderly  and  dirty  affair.   The  Indians  pitched  their  tents  in  the  

streets.   Curious  crowds,  having  paid  admission,  milled  around  the  enclosure  peering  

rudely  into  tents  and  staring  at  the  squaws,  papooses,  and  chiefs.   In  a circle,  the  Indians  

did  thei r  monotonous  ritual  dances.  

  

     Another  memory  that  remains  vivid  every  time  I  hear  a  report  of  a Florida  cold  

spell.   During  one  of  these  three - or - four - day  spells,  I  remained  in  bed,  fully  dressed,  

wearing  a  coat  and  wrapped  in  blankets  reading  "The  Sh eik."    

  

     The  influx  of  retirees  and  tourists,  high - rise  hotels  condominiums,  traffic  and  gas  fumes  

--  all  obvious  from  Chamber  of  Commerce  material  --  disturbs  the  old - timer.   But  fortune -

ately,  this  so - called  progress  cannot  mar  memories.   While  muc h  has  successfully  

changed,  much  must  have  remained  unchanged  in  still  beautiful  Palm  Beach.   Warm  

winter  days,  the  romantic  evenings,  the  inviting  beach  and  ever - changing  ocean,  lush  

tropical  foliage  and  stately  royal  palms  will  forever  be  part  of  Palm  Be ach,  even  as  they  

will  forever  be  with  me  in  memory.  

 

EL MIRASOL ï STOTESBURY MANSION   1919 1959  
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 In  1919,  the  enormously  wealthy  Edward  T Stotesbury  commissioned  famed  Palm  Beach  

architect  Addison  Mizner  to  build  a  large  Spanish  colonial  revival  palace  in  the  sand  for  his  

wife,  Eva.  Besides  El  Mirasol,  the  Stotesbury  properties  would  also  include  a  large  Bar  

Harbor  mansion  called  "Wingwood",  a  large  country  estate  known  as  "Whitemarsh  Hall"  

and  a  twin  townhouse  in  Philadelphia.  Th e mansion  cost  $657,000  and  included,  among  

other  things,  several  patios,  a theater,  garage,  100 - seater  dining  room,  a teahouse  and  a 

zoo.  It  was  the  largest  Palm  Beach  home  built  at  the  time,  the  ground  floor  alone  being  

35,000  square  feet.  

 

     Stotesbury  died  with  a mere  $4  million  (mere  when  compared  to  the  previous  $125  

million  fortune  he  had  had  when  he  married  Eva)  and  a  lot  of  debts.  This  would  not  be  

nearly  sufficient  enough  to  enable  her  to  continue  to  live  the  lifestyle  she  was  used  to.  She  

auctioned  off  all  of  the  furnishings  at  Whitemarsh  Hall  and  then  sold  the  estate.  She  did  

the  same  thing  to  Wingwood  and  then  as  well  to  their  townhouse.  The  staff  was  cut  from  

40  to  15  and  the  yacht  was  sold.  She  sold  all  of  their  limousines,  except  f or  her  custom -

built  Rolls  Royce,  and  most  of  their  art  collection.  All  of  the  money  from  this,  plus  the  totals  

from  the  sale  of  most  of  her  jewelry,  allowed  her  to  keep  El  Mirasol  and  live  in  relative  

luxury  and  comfort.  After  her  death,  the  Spanish  mansio n  was  demolished  in  1959.   
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High - rise  Palm  Beach:  Changes  in  Altitude  
 

Building  booms  transformed  island  from  seasonal  playground   

to  international  resort .  

Palm Beach Daily News   

By  Augustus  Mayhew  

 

   

Posted:  9:46  a.m.  Sunday,  January  20,  2013  

 

Palm  Beach  is  a one - of - a- kind  small  town  where  ñthe bigger,  the  betterò has  been  the  

prevailing  standard  since  Henry  Flaglerôs Royal  Poinciana  Hotel,  once  known  as  the  worldôs 

largest  wood - frame  building,  transformed  the  down - to - earth  settlement  from  an  

unpretentious  refuge  to  an  international  resort.  

 

Whether  permitting  a  90 - room  Addison  Mizner - designed  oceanfron t  villa,  introducing  

multi - story  office  buildings  along  Royal  Palm  Way,  or  attaching  a 10 - story  hotel  tower  to  

Whitehall,  Palm  Beachôs building  history  is  exemplified  by  the  demise  of  the  old  and  the  

subdued  and  the  rise  of  the  new  and  the  overshadowing.  

 

Despite  the  lingering  sentiment  for  the  1920s  Boom  as  the  townôs definitive  era,  the  post -

World  War  II  construction  frenzy  surpassed  the  barrel - tile - and - stucco  mania  in  dollar  

value  and  production  volume.  

 

The  townôs upwardly  mobile  stretch  extended  from  the  construction  of  The  Colony  and  The  

Ambassador  hotels  in  1946  until  the  Town  Council  imposed  new  zoning  laws  in  1970.  The  

laws  did  away  with  eight - story,  90 - foot  heights  and  restricted  apartments  and  offices  to  

no  more  than  60 - foot,  five - story  building s.  

 

Although  South  End  or  Midtown  towers  never  reached  the  altitude  of  the  12 - story  Alba -

Biltmore  Hotel  or  the  high  life  of  nearby  Singer  Island,  their  quantity  and  size  impacted  

Palm  Beachôs image  as  an  exclusive  destination.  

 

At  the  same  time  buildings  were  lifting  the  town  skyline  far  beyond  its  church  steeples,  

several  significant  ocean - to - lake  estates  were  being  carved  into  single - family  subdivisions  

accommodating  smaller  houses  with  modern  conveniences.  Streetscapes  that  gave  the  

town  its  seasonal  resort  allure  linking  it  with  Newport  and  Bar  Harbor  were  rapidly  

disappearing.  

 

The  shift  in  aesthetics  and  economics  resulted  in  Palm  Beach  attracting  a more  diverse  

spectrum  of  permanent  taxpayers  rather  than  tourists  seeking  sunshine  and  souve nirs.  

Cooperative  apartment  owners,  and  later  condominium  residents,  were  interested  in  park -

ing  garages  ð not  postcards.  

 

South  End  Soars  

 

While  South  Floridaôs seasonal  storms  are  frequently  remembered  for  their  human  toll  and  

ferocity,  the  hurricane  of  1947,  however  devastating,  resulted  in  a windfall  for  South  End  

developers.  
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By  relocating  State  Road  A1A  along  the  waterway  from  Manalapanôs Vanderbilt  Curve  to  

Palm  Beachôs Sloanôs Curve  and  engineering  lakefront  landfills  on  the  west  side  of  A1A,  

the  stormôs aftermath  resulted  in  twice  the  number  of  apartment  buildings.  

 

When  Cleveland  developer  Charles  Bernstein,  along  with  his  brother - in - law  Harold  

Weinstock  and  nephew  Sander  ñSandyò Weinstock,  began  building  The  Ambassador  Hotel  

on  A1A  south  of  Sloanôs Curve,  the  scenic  road  ran  directly  along  the  oceanfront.  Following  

the  1947  storm,  the  roadôs realignment  along  the  lake  multiplied  the  Cleveland  Shaker  

Co.ôs development  potential.  During  the  next  decade,  under  th e aegis  of  Sandy  Weinstock,  

the  Ambassador  complex  was  able  to  add  oceanfront  and  lakefront  villas  and  multi - story  

apartment  buildings.  

 

ñI designed  the  Ambassador  apartment  buildings  along  the  ocean  and  lake  for  Sandy  

Weinstock,ò said  architect  Gene  Lawr ence.  

 

ñWe were  better  received  by  the  marketplace  than  by  the  town.  The  town  was  not  too  

excited.  But,  since  we  were  within  the  codes,  approvals  were  never  withheld.ò 

 

Along  the  oceanfront,  Weinstock  and  Jack  Meyerhoff  of  Baltimore,  chairman  of  the  Rous e 

Co.,  hired  Lawrence  to  design  an  eight - story,  96 - unit  building,  with  units  priced  in  the  

$16,000  to  $25,000  range.  

 

At  Ambassador  Lakes  South,  now  called  the  Regency,  the  lakefront  co - op  apartments  were  

priced  at  $30,500.  The  amenities  included  soundpro of  walls  and  use  of  The  Ambassador  

Hotelôs oceanfront  cabanas,  pool  and  dining  areas.  For  this  development,  Lawrence  also  

designed  the  molds  for  the  22,000  decorative  blocks  used  as  balcony  railings  and  solar  

wall  screens.  

 

However  Weinstock  was  not  the  o nly  developer  to  take  advantage  of  the  townôs 

broadminded  zoning  code.  He  was  soon  joined  by  others  who  saw  Palm  Beach  as  a  metro -

polis  for  the  many  rather  than  a  seaside  enclave  for  the  few.  

Unusual  marketing  edge  

 

In  April  1961,  New  Era  Development  anno unced  the  construction  of  the  Palm  Worth,  

located  to  the  north  of  the  Lake  Worth  Casino.  Designed  by  architect  Edgar  Wortman,  the  

five - story  oceanfront  buildingôs 68  units  were  sold  pre - construction  at  $16,900  to  

$32,900.  Opened  in  1962,  the  Palm  Worth  sou ght  a  marketing  edge  over  its  competitors  

when  it  advertised  residents  would  have  exclusive  use  of  an  on - premise  air - raid  and  

fallout  shelter.  

 

Not  to  be  outdone,  that  same  year  developer  Morris  Calig  and  his  two  sons,  Harold  and  

Sam,  announced  plans  for  the  lakefront  President  of  Palm  Beach  Hotel.  The  Caligs  offered  

their  guests  the  First  Lady  Beauty  Salon,  managed  by  a hairstylist  named  Jacqueline.  

 

Built  for  a cost  of  $1.5  million,  the  Presidentôs crescent - shaped  97  units  were  designed  by  

West  Palm  Beach  architect  Norman  Robeson.  It  offered  seasonal  residents  full  hotel  

service  until  1970  when  it  converted  into  a  condominium  with  units  priced  at  $16,000  to  

$43,000.  

 

Keeping  with  Palm  Beachôs presidential  fervor  during  the  Kennedy  administration,  

dev elopers  Milton  Steinhardt  and  Louis  Mandel  built  the  Palm  Beach  Whitehouse  just  south  

of  the  Par  3  Golf  Course.  The  five - story,  50 - unit  building  was  designed  by  architect  Gilbert  

Fine.  
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In  describing  Palm  Beachôs ever - climbing  skyline  during  this  period,  a New  York  

Times  headline  read,  ñNational Trend  Toward  Apartments  Evident  in  Gold  Coast  resort.ò 

 

Midtown  Upturn  
 

Soon  after  The  Colony  opened,  architect  John  Stetson  was  at  work  designing  the  Riviera  

Apartments  at  the  west  end  of  Worth  Avenue.  These  in - town  modern  apartments  were  

built  featuring  a  switchboard  and  maid  service,  comforts  not  found  in  surrounding  

bungalows  and  cottages.  

 

Soon  after,  the  11 - acre  lakefront  site  of  the  Royal  Poinciana  Hotel  was  readied  for  what  

was  described  as  the  ñlargest apartment  hotel  building  in  Floridaò and  ñthe largest  poured  

concrete  building  of  its  type  in  the  world.ò 

 

The  Palm  Beach  Towersô projected  construction  cost  of  $8.5  million  made  for  the  largest  

building  permit  in  the  townôs history.  Devel opers  Joseph  Mass  and  Alfred  N.  Miller  retained  

Washington,  D.C.,  architect  John  Hans  Graham  to  design  the  H- shaped  multi - story  

complexôs diverse  array  of  more  than  270  apartments,  20  shops  and  restaurants.  

 

Formally  opened  in  December  1956,  the  Palm  Beach  Towers  quickly  changed  its  format  

from  a  hotel  to  an  apartment - hotel  facility.  With  the  addition  of  its  expanded  New  Royal  

Poinciana  Room  and  Regency  Room  designed  by  architect  Herbert  Mathes,  the  facility  was  

capable  of  hosting  large  conventions,  banquet s and  receptions  with  more  than  1,000  

guests.  To  the  north  of  this  intense  development,  a suburban - style  shopping  mall  was  

added.  The  Royal  Poinciana  Plazaôs shops  with  large  display  windows  and  surrounding  

asphalt  parking  lot  made  for  one  of  Palm  Beachôs most  anomalous  commercial  devel -

opments.  

 

Further  changes  occurred  along  the  townôs scenic  lakefront  between  Worth  Avenue  and  

Royal  Palm  Way  when  apartment  buildings  were  approved  at  Nos.  315,  369  and  389  S.  

Lake  Drive.  Among  the  most  noticeable  of  the  15  residential  buildings  in  Midtown  designed  

by  architect  Howard  Chilton,  this  ensemble  of  lakefront  modernist  designs  made  for  a  

clear - cut  distinction  between  old  and  new  Palm  Beach.  

 

Nearby,  high - rise  development  continued  with  Florida  Capital  Corp.ôs six - story  $570,000  

office  building  on  Royal  Palm  Way.  To  the  east,  the  demolition  of  the  Mizner - designed  La  

Fontana  and  the  permitting  of  the  One  Royal  Palm  Way  condominium  further  intensified  

residentsô concern  that  urbanization  threatened  Palm  Beachôs ñworldwide  image  of  refined  

elegance.ò 

 

On  Midtownôs oceanfront,  the  400  Building  opened  as  rental  apartments.  To  the  north,  a 

$2  million  building  permit  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  the  seven - story  Ocean  Towers  

complex.  At  Bradley  Place  on  the  North  Lake  Trail,  Louis  Pergament  retained  New  York  

architect  Salvatore  Bevelacqua  to  design  the  80 - unit  Royal  Poinciana  apartments,  with  six  

penthouses.  

 

Concrete  in  the  sunshine  
 

During  the  mid - 1960s,  developer  Milton  Hoff  conceived  a plan  to  transform  Palm  Beach  

into  the  ñBiarritz of  Florida.ò He  began  by  changing  the  name  of  his  150 - room  Mayflower  

Hotel  to  the  Palm  Beach  Spa.  
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Initially  built  during  the  1920s  Boom  as  the  Royal  Daneli,  Hoff  promised  the  hotel  would  

become  ñthe most  modern  in  the  world.ò That  is,  once  he  gained  approval  to  add  87  villas  

and  cabanas  on  the  adjacent  lot  along  North  Lake  Trail.  

 

Thus,  in  May  1965,  bulldozers  ñpounded to  rubbleò the  54 - unit  Beaux  Arts  apartments.  

Built  in  1917,  the  apartments  were  a revamp  of  the  once - prized  Beaux  Arts  shopping  

promenade  and  movie  theater,  said  to  have  inspired  Addison  Miznerôs Spanish - style  

designs  for  Worth  Avenue.  

 

ñI know  of  no  other  landmark  so  steeped  in  tradition  as  these  buildings,ò lamented  then -

Mayor  Claude  Reese.   Noneth eless,  the  property  owner  declared  the  Beaux - Arts  had  ñé 

fallen  victim  to  progress.ò  Once  the  Palm  Beach  Spa  facility  was  completed,  Hoff  sold  the  

complex  to  John  D.  MacArthur.   At  the  same  time  McArthur  took  possession  of  the  Palm  

Beach  Spa,  builder  Jack  Resnick  was  completing  The  Sun  and  Surf  between  Sunrise  and  

Sunset  avenues,  replacing  the  private  Sun  and  Surf  Beach  Club  with  ñthe townôs most  

expensive  rental  apartments.ò 

 

Built  for  $14  million  and  designed  by  architect  Gene  Lawrence,  the  242 - unit  com plex  with  

ñfront- door  ocean  bathingò was  composed  of  two  modernistic  curvilinear  seven - story  

buildings  housing  three  restaurants,  a beauty  salon,  exercise  rooms  and  a barber  shop.  

 

In  March  1969,  Resnick  hosted  a  cocktail  party  to  preview  the  model  apartm ents  with  

interiors  by  Park  Avenue  designer  Marilyn  Motto.  

 

Dubbed  a  ñHistorical Party,ò the  event  gave  the  townôs local  VIPs  the  last  opportunity  to  

recall  the  personalities  who  lived  in  the  buildings  that  were  demolished  to  make  room  for  

the  Sun  and  Sur f.  

 

The  Palm  Beach  Daily  News  described  the  forthcoming  multi - faceted  development  as  ñA 

reflection  of  the  past,  luxury  of  the  present  and  promise  of  the  very  near  future  subtly  

combined  éò 

 

Keeping  Palm  Beach  for  the  Palm  Beachers  

 

In  response  to  the  decades  of  high - rise  residential  and  commercial  development,  the  

townôs 1969  and  1970  council  elections  proved  revolutionary.  While  it  had  always  been  

considered  impolite  to  challenge  incumbents,  George  Mathews  won  a council  seat  

opposing  nine - term  Council man  John  Cushman.  The  following  year,  with  as  many  as  12  

buildings  planned  for  South  Ocean  Boulevard,  Robert  Grace  and  Yvelene  ñDeedyò Marix  

were  elected.  Their  incumbent  opponents  had  appeared  lax  in  protecting  the  town  against  

development.  

 

ñThe high - ri se  explosion  threatens  to  destroy  the  townôs unique  character,ò Grace  said.  

ñPalm Beach  is  a  worldwide  synonym  for  beauty,  quality  and  value,ò Marix  said.  

 

Matthews,  Grace  and  Marix  kept  their  pledge  to  scale  Palm  Beach  back  to  sea  level.  They  

immediately  tightened  building  codes  and  zoning  restrictions  to  reduce  the  townôs 

population  density.  

 

At  public  hearings,  residents  referred  to  Palm  Beach  as  ña historic  shrine  like  Newport  and  

Williamsburg.ò 
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By  March  1970,  the  town  had  curbed  high - rises,  setting  a five - story  limit  on  apartments  

and  three - story  commercial  usage.  Church  steeples  and  flagpoles  were  limited  to  the  same  

height  as  the  zoning  districts  in  which  they  are  located.  Single - family  houses  were  divided  

into  three  different  t ypes.  

 

During  the  summer  of  1970,  the  council  created  an  Architectural  Commission.  Charged  

with  the  task  to  ñpreserve Palm  Beachôs beauty,ò the  five - member  board  of  professionals  

would  meet  regularly  to  review  building  plans.  

 

While  the  town  took  more  tha n  20  years  to  restrain  its  ñskyôs the  limitò building  swell,  yet  

another  decade  would  pass  before  the  Landmarks  Preservation  Commission  was  formed.  

 

Today,  as  Palm  Beach  contemplates  its  21st  century  developments,  it  might  be  time  to  

revisit  what  architec ts  John  Stetson  and  Howard  Chilton  observed  52  years  ago  in  an  essay  

they  wrote:  ñSo many  times  in  our  attempt  to  maintain  Palm  Beachôs beauty,  we  have  

passed  ordinances  that  prevent  duplicating  the  types  of  buildings  that  made  the  resort  

famous.ò 

 

Augustus  Mayhew  is  the  author  of  Lost  in  Wonderland  ð Reflections  on  Palm  Beach.  

 

 

Winter Journeys in the South:  
 
Pen and Camera Impressions of Men, Manners, Women, and Things All the Way from the 

Blue Gulf and New Orleans Through Fashionable Florida Palms to the Pines of Virginia  

John Martin Hammond January 1, 1916  

J. B. Lippincott Company  

 

PALMY PALM BEACH  
 

THERE had been much talk in Ormond about " the train." You would be on the porch of the 

golf club and would see a balloon of smoke on the horizon. "What is that?" would say Big 

Sister from Chicago. "Why, that must be ' the train ' " would say the Mother of  Big Sister 

from Chicago. And so it would go. Everybody seemed to know about this train and every -

body seemed to be interested in it.  

 

At last I was to see " the train." It came sneaking over the long bridge across the Halifax, 

rear end first, and settled  with a sigh at the station of the hotel. Porters ran to the steps, 

tired - looking travelers came down those steps, a weary - looking conductor waved his arms 

languidly, energetic bell - boys grabbed hand baggage to run to the hotel with it. There was 

nothing r emarkable about " the train" that I could see, nothing to justify so much talk 

about it, nothing remarkable whatever. However, one day at noon I boarded this train with 

the firm intention of going to Palm Beach. And thus I commenced another phase of my 

jou rneyings.  

 

To get on the main line of rails from which it digresses to reach Ormond "the train" does 

some little jockeying, but at length we got started fairly south, and jogged comfortably 

along through an uninteresting country, accompanied always by an impressive cloud of 

white dust. Always this dust billowed and eddied outside of the windows and could be 

seen in swirls through the aisles of the cars. When the car stopped it settled in a 

discouraging fashion upon the habiliments of the passengers. There are few stops between 

Ormond and Palm Beach, at least " the train " made few. Occasionally we would halt at a 

siding or a water tank and then the passengers would get out, penetrate the envelope of 

white dust and stand beside the track. At one point where we alighted there was the 

longest stretch of straight track that I have seen anywhere. On, on, on into the horizon it 

proceeded,  
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apparently without curve, and it maintained perfectly the laws of perspective. Then the 

train would start again. It had a peculiar way of starting, ð this train; without warning 

whatever it would just quietly take up the burden of life once more and move. Other trains 

in other sections of the country make a dramatic moment of the start. There is a clatter, a 

clanging of bells,  a waving of arms and the cry of "All aboard!" With this train there was 

nothing of the sort. It just went, and unless you were watching it you were very apt to be 

left behind. We reached Fort Pierce about half past seven in the evening, and immediately 

up on the hearing of this name there was a brightening upon the part of the passengers, 

for they knew that Palm Beach was not far away. "Palm Beach I" What a magic sound the 

name has! And what a wonderful scrubbing and dusting there was in the car with the 

po rter as head priest of the movement. The porter dusted visibly. You could see each 

stroke of his brush on your clothing and a great cloud of white dust filled the air. However, 

he was through at last and we were all clean.  

 

One should not talk flippantly about sacred things. Indeed, the magic of Palm Beach began 

to assert itself as soon as the train crept slowly out upon the bridge which connects the 

island with the mainland. The numerous lights of the great Poinciana Hotel were reflected 

in the water; bal my, soft, Southern airs came through the windows of the train; there was 

a languorous, velvety feeling about the atmosphere.  

 

Palm Beach, as almost everyone knows, is situated on the southern extreme of the Florida 

east coast, and is a narrow island about  fifteen miles long and about two miles broad at 

its broadest point. It is separated from the mainland on which is situated the little village 

of West Palm Beach by a long, narrow sound, erroneously called "Lake Worth." On the 

eastern side it is bounded by  the waters of the Atlantic ocean. The principal part of the 

island, speaking from the residential stand - point, is on the western side, or the lake front. 

Here stands the Royal Poinciana Hotel. Directly across the island on the ocean side is the 

Breakers, a hotel second in size only to the Poinciana. Adjacent to the Poinciana but farther 

north on the island are the Palm Beach Hotel and the Hibiscus, good houses both of them; 

the visitor may choose from any of these.  

 

It is no place for a tired business man , or a retired business man for that matter. Indeed, 

I do not associate anything masculine with Palm Beach at all. It is soft, feminine. It is a 

woman's idea of a paradise.  

 

To return, more particularly, to that immaculate throng which we left in the Pullman car 

under the direction of the colored porter, ðthe train creaked in its slow, non - committal 

fashion into the station of the resort, and stopped with a sigh. There was a bu stle and 

confusion, but none of the babel one usually associates with railroad stations. I alighted 

under the porte - cochere, or whatever one may call the railroad entrance of a hotel. One 

porter grabbed the suit case containing my faithful camera, another porter took the bag 

containing my clothing and both together pointed to the steps which led to the main floor 

of the hotel. I ascended these, crossed a small porch and found myself facing a long 

corridor, down which I commenced to walk.  

 

This was the long est corridor I had ever seen in my life, and I walked and walked. At last 

I began to get tired of this business; nothing but velvet footfalls, a sort of muffler padding 

as we tramped along. One quarter of a mile long is this corridor, the longest hotel cor ridor 

in existence. At last we passed some lighted shop windows, went by an inviting, open, 

dining - room door and came to the nerve center of the hotel. And there behind the desk 

were the young men who dispensed the nerve of the establishment. I registered,  giving 

my full name and previous condition of servitude, and was shown to a small room on the 

fifth floor.  
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It took exactly ten minutes by my faithful watch, counting in stops for the elevator, to take 

on baggage, and to obey the traffic block sig nals, to go from the desk to my room. The 

room was small, without a bath, and was rated at six dollars a day, but it was clean and 

comfortable. The only thing I had against the room was its shape. Never have I seen a 

room of so unusual shape. The wall away  from the one window formed a right angle with 

the floor; the wall in which the window was pierced formed a very acute angle with the 

floor and the other two walls had an angle which I have not been able to calculate. I could 

stand up comfortably against t he wall away from the window, or I could stand up 

comfortably in the dormer of the window.  

 

In the other parts of the room I crept like a villain for my clothes, and when I washed I 

crouched as if I were doing a dark and hideous deed, like Lady Macbeth tr ying to get rid 

of the spots.  

 

Everything about the Poinciana must be calculated in terms of pure bulk. The house, when 

it is full to capacity, and it very frequently is filled, can accommodate fifteen hundred 

guests, and this figure does not include the number of the employees of the establishment.  

The dining - room is made in two parts with a connection in the middle like the letter " H " 

and is big enough to house a regiment of soldiers. The menu here is of the same high 

quality and wide variety as in th e other houses of the Florida East Coast Railway group. 

But the service is slow, no matter how good the waiter, as might be expected from the 

physical difficulties he has to contend with in so huge an establishment. Actually a dish 

may get cold in being br ought from the kitchen to the table.  

 

The popular dining hour at Palm Beach is 7.30 or 8 o'clock and the main aisle of either of 

the two dining - rooms is a resplendent vision at this time. The most gorgeous clothes and 

the most luxurious women in the count ry can be seen here, and the latest styles. This year 

the women seemed to run to bulk and the clothing to minuteness. Some other year the 

proportions may be reversed. There were big pearls, big diamonds and big jewelry of all 

kinds and assortments. One cou ld not escape the sight of them.  

 

Let me draw a picture of one characteristic diner at Palm Beach: Large, imposing she was, 

built by Titan upon Minerva's order. When we first saw her coming down the aisle she 

seemed to be carrying a bone in her teeth, to use the nautical phrase. She was striped in 

black below the water - line and was very neatly turned out above. When she sat at a table 

near me I learned from her accent that she was from the Middle West and when she came 

down the aisle she looked like a grea t vessel with a fair wind behind her. She was a ship 

of the American desert. Somewhere or other in her atmosphere there was carried along a 

husband like a fly outside a railway train window.  

 

Time passes very quickly at Palm Beach, and it soon becomes the  hour at which dinner is 

finished and the daily promenade begins in the long passageway outside of the dining -

room and through the rotunda of the hotel. Imagine three or four hundred women 

gathered together and each one determined to slay the others with a  pang of envy through 

the heart at the beauty of her attire! If one cares to sit by and watch this parade he may 

find many comfortable chairs scattered along the course.  

 

As the evening wears on it becomes time for the dancing. This is done in a room down  

stairs in the "cafe," as it is called, chiefly peopled by the young of the female of the species. 

A negro banjo quartet provides the music, and very excellent music it is, too, done with 

that sense of primitive rhythm which distinguishes the black race. H ere the young girls of 

the hotel are seen, and how beautiful these young girls are! Truly there is nothing finer 

than the young American girl. Slim as a rapier and quick as a flame! Dancing continues 

from nine to twelve o'clock and then everything is rigor ously closed down.  

 

It may be said here parenthetically that the percentage of real drinking at Palm Beach is 

very, very small. To begin with, on account of the laws of the state of Florida it is impos -  
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sible to get anything spirituous to drink after six o'clock in the evening unless one has laid 

in a special private stock of his or her own. And the laws of the state, according to my 

observation, are very strictly enforced by the hotel. More than that, th e air is too soft, too 

warm, to invite much indulgence in alcohol. It would be like drinking a cup of hot tea while 

sitting in a tub of hot water.  

 

Bed time comes at the Poinciana neither earlier nor later than at other places. Very often 

the management o f the hotel provides an entertainment in the main ball room or assembly 

room and this fills in the hour between nine and ten o'clock in the evening.  

 

One of the amusing sights to be seen at almost any minute during the evening is that of 

the many reporter s for New York newspapers and the fashion publications buzzing about 

the lobby or the corridors of the hotel interviewing guests, gathering names, and it is mar -

velous to observe the perturbation of some mother of a young miss as a representative of 

the mi ghty press bears down upon her.  

 

"This is Mrs. Blank of Milwaukee?" "Yes, this is Mrs. Blank." "And Miss Blank is with you?" 

"Yes, Miss Blank is with me." "How long do you expect to stay?" "Oh, we'll be here the 

entire season, ð" while the probabilities ar e no doubt that they will move on at the end of 

the week. And so it goes. No doubt there is much legitimate news to be gathered at Palm 

Beach. There must be. I should estimate the proportion of correspondents to guests as 

one correspondent to every twenty - five guests of the hotel.  

 

The nights are cool at this great American watering place, and, if your room is properly 

screened, untroubled by mosquitoes. If your windows are not so screened you will dream 

all night that Zeppelins are attacking your township .  

 

Morning brings bright outdoors to Palm Beach almost every day, for rainy weather is not 

often known here. One ventures to sally forth, and is guided in his wanderings by a very 

useful publication put out by the hotel  

 

management, known as the Palm Beach D aily Program. What are some of the things that 

one may do during the day? Boating, bathing, fishing, walking, golfing, shopping, riding in 

the chairs. Riding in the bicycle chairs! Ah, there is something to do! Who does not 

remember the bicycle chairs at P alm Beach? One sits in a sort of a magnified baby carriage 

with a bicycle seat behind. A burly darkey occupies this seat and pedals vigorously. We 

rush violently through space, we round corners on two wheels. The small bicycle bells 

tinkle intermittently l ike fireflies of noise. It is an exciting thing to do.  

 

Out of doors one gains a new idea of the bulk of the Royal Poinciana Hotel. It is conceived 

generally in the Georgian style of architecture and is a perfect barracks of a place, cons -

tructed of frame  and clapboards. Not at all an unattractive building from the architect's 

standpoint, it is truly a monument to the bigness of grasp and enterprise of the founder of 

the whole chain of hotels on the east coast of Florida. Adjoining the Poinciana are the 

fa mous Palm Beach gardens, which contain many varieties of rare shrubs which can not 

be grown in Northern latitudes.  

 

Connecting the Poinciana Hotel and the Breakers is a long straight avenue about one mile 

in length, down which run a track for wheel chairs . The walk to the north along Lake Worth 

is the older and more popular walk at Palm Beach. Here are the shops and the tea - houses, 

and here is Bradley's, which may be given a more extended mention. The exterior of 

Bradley's, and the interior, for that matte r, are as quiet as a country church. The atmo -

sphere of the place is more that of a well - appointed, well - conducted home than anything 

else. Large sums of money are, no doubt, won and lost in this establishment, but I doubt 

if it altogether deserves quite t he hectic reputation that has been ascribed it. Annually 

stories  
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come out of huge sums of money lost or won at this place; but spread over the whole 

period of its existence these sums would not be so very large. Anyhow the question is not 

economicall y an important one. The money is lost usually by those whom it has cost 

nothing to obtain, and is merely removed from one idle channel of humanity to another. 

Let us continue to stroll farther on up the coast.  

 

It was my good fortune to take this walk lat e one evening. Night was coming on, bringing 

that soft, slumbrous, tropic twilight. The vivid colors of a gorgeous golden sunset were 

reflected in the still waters of Lake Worth. To my right was the heavy green foliage of the 

palm trees, and in their shado ws glimmered the white fronts of houses. Wheel chairs 

rustled swiftly by, tinkling as they went. The path seemed not to be solid, but seemed 

some airy walk shimmering in the half light, and leading on into a region of enchantment. 

Truly it was fairyland! O ne may well understand the continued charm of Palm Beach.  

 

Vintage Postcard  

In  front  of  ñOldò  Palm  Beach  Hotel 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF WEST PALM BEACH  

 
An understanding of the historical development of a community is for the  foundation that 

makes it possible to place architectural resources within an  historical context and permits 

the logical framing of arguments for their  preservation.  

EARLY SETTLEMENT PERIOD 1884 - 1902  

    The settlement of West Palm Beach occurred between 1884 and 1902. The  first settler 

to file a homestead claim in what is now West Palm Beach is  believed to be Irving R. Henry, 

who filed a claim for 131 acres in 1880. He  later sold his property to O. S. Porter. During 

these early years, only a few  cabins dotted the western shores of Lake Worth, the first of 

which was  reportedly built by the Reverend Elbridge Gale.  Railroad developer Henry 

Flagler visited the Palm Beach area in 1892 while  investigating a route for the expansion 

of his Florida East Coast (FEC)  Railroad south from St. Augustine. Impressed with the 

beauty of the area,  he decided to create the Town of Palm Beach as an exclusive seaside 

resort  community for wealthy northern ind ustrialists. In 1893, Flagler purchased  property 

on the west shore of Lake Worth from O. S. Porter and Louis  Hillhouse in order to establish 

the Town of West Palm Beach as a separate  commercial center apart from the Palm Beach 

resort community. The land  wa s surveyed and a plat was filed for ñWest palm beach.ò The 

plat consisted of 48 blocks and extended from Lake Worth on the east to Clear Lake on  the 

west, and from Althea Street on the north to Fern Street on the south.  The streets were 

named for native pl ants and laid out in alphabetical order.  The streets were arranged in a 

grid pattern, except for two short diagonal  streets at the east end of Clematis Street. They 

defined a V - shaped public  space on the lake front. This space became ñCity Parkò (later 

kno wn as  Flagler Park). A bandstand was erected, merchants held impromptu 

baseball  games here, and a free ñreading roomò was established in 1896. 

    Flaglerôs FEC Railroad reached West Palm Beach in 1894, bringing building materials, 

tourists, workers and ne w residents. In February of 1894, the  first lots in the town were 

auctioned off at Flaglerôs Royal Poinciana Hotel in Palm Beach. On November 5, 1894, the 

Town of West Palm Beach was  incorporated. Although the plat had been designated ñWest 

palm beach,ò th e registered voters in the new town decided to separate the name, due 

to  superstitious fear of thirteen letters. A shell - topped road, which ran through  the middle 

of the town (Clematis Street) between Lake Worth and Poinsettia  Avenue (now Dixie 

Highway), b ecame the retail district of the town. The  first building on Clematis Street, a 

hardware store operated by Otto  Weybrecht, was erected in 1894.  For many years, West 

Palm Beach was populated primarily by railroad  workers and construction crews building 

hote ls and homes in Palm Beach.  In addition, a sizable community of black workers settled 

in an area of the  Town of Palm Beach known as the ñStyx.ò Probably sometime 

between  1910 and 1912, as development continued in Palm Beach, blacks were  evicted 

from the ñStyxò. This led to the formation of an African- American  community just north of 

the original plat of the Town of West Palm Beach,  generally to the west of the FEC railroad 

tracks and north of Banyan Street,  in the areas known today as the Northwest, Pleasan t 

City, and Freshwater  neighborhoods. Most of the local white population continued to build 

their  homes near or along Lake Worth.                                                   .  

 

     The new Town of West Palm Beach quickly developed the amenities of  community life. 

In 1894, a school for African - Americans in West  Palm  Beach was established by the 

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church at  Clematis Street and Tamarind Avenue. Union 

Congregational Church, the  first church in West Palm Beach, was founded at D atura and  
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Olive Streets  in 1894. That same year the townôs first grocery store and post office opened. 

In 1895, the Townôs first power plant began operation. In addition, a wood - pile railroad 

bridge was erected across the Lake. The bridge was  moved se veral blocks to the north in 

1902. However, for many years goods  and passengers traveled between West Palm Beach 

and Palm Beach by  small boats and ferries.  

In January and February of 1896, two fires consumed most of the wooden  structures in 

the downtown co mmercial area. The fires prompted the  Town Council to enact a building 

code which required all buildings in the  downtown area to be constructed of brick or 

stone. Many of the quality  masonry structures in the downtown area were a result of 

those new buildi ng  standards. In spite of the fires, the Town continued to grow. By 1900, 

the popu - lation had reached 564, and the Town could boast of having a library,  sewer 

system, pump - ing station, electricity, paved streets and telephone  service.                                 

. 
 

PERIOD OF CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 1903 -  1919  

     Two key events highlight the period from 1903 through 1919, a time of 

civic  development for West Palm Beach. The two events fostered the  development of West 

Palm Beach into a center for governmental and  commercial activity. First, the Town 

Council petitioned the Florida  Legislature for a city charter, which was granted on July 21, 

1903. Second,  the Florida Legislature created Palm Beach County out of Dade County 

on  April 30, 1909. The Cit y of West Palm Beach was named the county seat.  By 1903 a 

public school was located at Poinsettia and Clematis.   County business was conducted in 

the school building until a Courthouse was  constructed in 1917.  

Map of West Palm Beach 1915  
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Beg inning in 1908, with the construction of Central School, a complex of  educational 

buildings for white students was erected on Georgia Avenue  between Gardenia and Iris 

Streets.  

     In 1905, the Cityôs first permanent Fire Station and City Hall was dedicated  at Dixie and 

Datura. Law enforcement was provided by a Marshall until  1919; a jail had been 

constructed in 1915. A group of investors organized a  telephone company between 1900 -

1904. It was incorporated as the West  Palm Beach Telephone Company in 1909, w ith 

sixty - five subscribers. Although a hurricane in 1903 caused severe damage to the 

downtown district,  the railroad and the promise of a better life continued to bring new 

businesses  and residents to the city. Some of those new commercial establish -

ments  located in the downtown area, and included Pioneer Linens and the 

clothing  companies operated by J. C. Harris, and the Anthony Brothers. These  businesses, 

along with previously established companies such as the Lainhart  & Potter Lumber 

Company and Sewellôs Hardware, formed the heart of the  commercial district. Carl Kettler 

opened the Cityôs first theater, the Bijou, on Clematis Street in 1908.  

     West Palm Beachôs African- American community also grew, with new  residents drawn 

to the area by job opportunit ies with Flaglerôs FEC Railroad and other upstart enterprises. 

As a result, Pine Ridge Hospital for African - Americans  was constructed in 1916, at 5th 

Street and Division  Avenue. By 1917, Industrial High School for black students was 

constructed.  By 1910, t he population of West Palm Beach had reached 1,743. 

Support  grew for the construction of roads that expanded beyond the farm - to -

market  route. Much of the interest in building new roads came from people who  would 

benefit from increasing tourism, such as hot el and restaurant owners  and those involved 

directly or indirectly in the automobile industry.  

     The  Dixie Highway Association, founded in 1915, was an influential organization  that 

sought to link the Midwest to South Florida. One of the major proponents  of Dixie Highway 

was Carl Fisher, founder of the Indianapolis Speedway,  who was seeking to develop real 

estate holdings in Miami Beach. The last  link of Dixie Highway was competed in 1918. This 

important tourist highway  passed through the heart of West Palm Beach and served as 

the foundation  for a developing tourist industry.  In  1917, the completion of the West Palm 

Beach Canal from Lake  Okeechobee to Lake Worth opened vast tracts of land for 

agricultural  development west of the city.  

    To cap italize on this development, the city  built a canal branch, the Stub Canal, to bring 

passengers and freight closer  to the downtown area. The city - built dock facilities, boat 

slips, warehouses,  and a turning basin in what is now Howard Park. West Palm Beach  

then  became the shipping center for the Countyôs crops of sugarcane, pineapple and 

winter vegetables.  Congress had passed the Dick Act in 1903 to create federal standards 

for a  National Guard, a volunteer militia administered by the states for civil 

defen se  purposes. Florida was the first state to create a National Guard under 

this  legislation. A unit of the Florida National Guard was established in West  Palm Beach 

in 1914. This unit was federalized from July 1916 to March  1917, for service along the 

Mexic an border, and again in October 1917, for  service in Europe. As material supplies and 

manpower were diverted to  support the nationôs entry into World War I, construction in 

West Palm  Beach, as throughout the country, dramatically slowed . 

LAND BOOM PERIOD 1 920 -  1928  

     The automobile was one of the most significant industrial miracles of the  second decade 

of the 1900s. The completion of Dixie Highway and an  ambitious road building program 

undertaken by the State of Florida (which incidentally led to the h ighest per capita public 

debt in the nation) enabled  West Palm Beach to begin to attract seasonal, middle - class  
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tourists. This  economic boost and a diverse economy helped buoy the City through 

a recession that gripped the nation following  

World War I.  Following the  recession, the nation began to recover and experience an 

expanding industrial  output, a soaring stock market, and a booming consumer market.  

     The nation was bombarded with brochures that promoted the natural beauty  and 

wonders of Florida . To assist  with the annual influx of visitors,  a West Palm Beach Touristsô 

Club was  established in 1920, and a number of  hotels were built along the 

waterfront  including the Royal Palm (1922), El  Verano (1923), and the Pennsy -

lvania  (1925)  

     Various businesses, chambers of commerce, and real estate developers  promoted the 

growing interest in Florida. Realtors developed a variety of  sales techniques, promotional 

enticements, and national publicity campaigns.  Full - page ads in newspapers acr oss the 

country convinced many living in  the populous cities of the Northeast and Midwest that 

Floridaôs mild weather and reasonable real estate could offer a better life. Florida became 

a paradise  for investors because of its advanced rail and automobile access, mild 

winter  climate, and the Floridaôs legislatureôs promise to never pass a state income or 

inheritance tax. During the early 1920s, stories were circulating in  newspapers and mag -

azines about people who had become rich overnight in  the Florida re al estate market. The 

resulting real estate boom had an enormous  impact throughout Florida, and West Palm 

Beach was no exception.  

     The  population of West Palm Beach in 1920 was 8,659 and had quadrupled by  1927. 

During this time, the entire City east o f Australian Avenue was platted.  As construction 

boomed in the new subdivisions, West Palm  Beach developed a substantial building supply 

and architectural specialties market,  obtaining materials from around the world for 

distribution throughout the  surroun ding area. The building boom drew trained architects 

to the city.  From 1920 to 1925, the Cityôs property values increased from $13.6 million to 

$61 million. Beginning in late 1922, a series of bond issues financed  several important 

projects, including str eet repairs and widening, and sewer  and sidewalk installation. The 

commercial center continued to be concentrated on Clematis Street  although it expanded 

to the west, and north and south along Olive Avenue  and South Dixie Highway. The Cityôs 

first skyscrap ers were erected: the  seven - story Guaranty Building at 120 South Olive 

Avenue in 1922, the eight - story  Citizens Bank Building at 105 South Narcissus Avenue in 

1923, the  ten - story Comeau Building at 319 Clematis Street in 1926, and the fourteen -

story  Harvey  Building at 223 Datura Street between 1925 and 1927. Other  important 

projects during the period were the opening of Good Samaritan  Hospital in 1920, the 

construction of the Seaboard Airline Railroad Station  on Tamarind in 1924 - 25, and the 

construction of a library in City Park in  1924.  

     During the spring of 1925, dishonest Florida real estate ventures were being  widely 

publicized in northern newspapers. The real estate boom reached its  peak in the fall of 

1925. A freight embargo, bank failures, and two  devastating  hurricanes were among the 

factors that led the real estate market to  dramatically decline. In West Palm Beach, three 

banks failed in 1926,  including the Commercial Bank and Trust which held a $700,000 

deposit  from the c ity. A devastating hurri cane swept across Palm Beach County  on  

September 16, 1928, destroying 8,000 homes and taking more than 2,000  lives. Property  

damage was estimated at $13 million. When the stock  market crashed in October 1929, 

West Palm Beach plunged into the  Depression along with the rest of the country.  
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THE GREAT DEPRESSION ERA 1929 -  1940  

     Between 1929 and 1940, West Palm Beach experienced the effects of the Depression. 

Nationwide, the unemployment rate climbed from 3.2% in1919 to 23.6% in 1932. West 

Palm Beach saw its tax base shrivel due to declining property values and a near - cessation 

of new construction. Property values in the City fell from $89 million in 1929 to $18.2 

million in 1935. Construction was limited to small projects in existing n eighborhoods. 

Continuing financial problems caused the city to refund bonds in 1936 and 1939. The 

phenomenal population growth West Palm Beach had experienced in the past slowed to a 

trickle. In 1930, the population stood at 26,619.  Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected 

President in November 1932 and created various programs to pull the nation out of the 

Depression and to put millions of people back to work. These ñNew Dealò programs 

included the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA), the Works Progre ss 

Administration (WPA), and the Public Works Administration (PWA). By early 1935, 

approximately 20% of Floridians were receiving some kind of direct government relief. In 

Florida, during the years 1936 to 1939, between 24,000 - 53,000 persons were employed 

on WPA projects. In September of 1937, Roosevelt signed the Wagner - Steagall Housing 

Act, intended to improve the general welfare of the nation by using federal funds to 

remedy ñunsafe and unsanitary housing conditions.ò Low- income families would be 

housed through federal government vesting in local public housing agencies. The U.S. 

Reconstruction Finance Corporation provided low interest loans for slum clearance and 

construction of low -income housing for the nationôs poor. In 1939, Congress appropriated 

$80 0,000,000 for public housing projects. West Palm Beach participated in this program 

by setting up a Housing Authority and in 1940, constructed two housing projects: Dunbar 

Village, for African - Americans, and Southridge, for whites.  

     Many public buildin gs, such as schools, city halls, and community buildings,  were 

erected with the support of the WPA during its eight years of existence.  A special feature 

of the WPA building/construction program was a nation - wide  effort to build armory 

buildings, and over 900 were constructed. In 1931,  the local unit of the National Guard 

used city police barracks in Howard  Park for its drills and inspections. WPA funds were 

used to construct an  armory building for the Guard in 1939. Built at a cost of approxi -

mately  $56,00 0, the Armory project brought jobs and federal money into the depressed 

local economy.  

     Palm Beach County solicited federal funds (FERA, WPA, and PWA) to  construct Morrison 

Field. The airport was dedicated on December 19,  1936. PWA funds were also util ized to 

construct the Flagler Memorial  Bridge which opened in 1938, replacing the railroad bridge. 

Other projects buoyed the communityôs spirit during this time. The first public junior 

college in Florida, Palm Beach Junior College, was established  and fun ded by the Palm 

Beach County School Board in 1933. The Norton  Gallery of Art and associated art school 

were founded by Ralph Norton in  1941.  

     The anxieties caused by the poor economy of the Depression years was  ameliorated 

somewhat by the creation of a  number of recreational facilities.  

       Helping to provide an escape  from the somber realities was  the Palm Beach Kennel 

Club,  founded in 1932 and the West  Palm Beach Fishing Club,  founded in 1934. The 

West  Palm Beach Fishing Club was  organized by thirt y - five local  sport fishing enthusiasts 

as a  vehicle to attract tourists. It  received support from both the  Cityôs Recreation 

Department  and the local hotel industry.  Floridaôs oldest sailfish tournament was first 

sponsored  by the Club in 1935. In 1940,  350  anglers participated in the  twenty - on e day 

tournament.   Their clubhouse, at 201 5th Street, opened  
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     in 1941. Another impor - tant  entertainment source was radio. The areaôs first station, 

WJNO, went on  the air in July 1936.  

     The Carefree Bowlaway opened in 1939, and today it is  known as the Carefree 

Theater.  In the late 1930s, the nation began to embark on a military buildup. Because  of 

its strategic east coast location, a local unit of the Florida Defense Force  was organ ized in 

West Palm Beach for civil defense purposes. The local  National Guard unit was again 

mobilized into Federal service and served  until the end of Wor ld War II. In February 1940,  

Morrison Field was leased  to the U.S. Army for an air base. The Cityôs population reached 

33,693 in  1940.  

WORLD WAR II AND POST WAR PERIOD 1941 -  1947  

     Because of its geography and climate, the United States military viewed  Florida as a 

perfect training ground for its armed forces. From 1941 through  the war years, the City  of 

West Palm Beach felt the effects of the militaryôs presence. On February 27, 1941, 

Morrison Field officially became a U.S.  Army facility and was the home base for more than 

3,000 personnel  responsible for training 45,000 fliers during the war. The mili tary 

expanded  the size of Morrison Field and paid for additional runways, a control tower  and 

water and sewage systems. The City was also a stopover for thousands of soldiers in 

transit. While City residents lived in fear of German U - boats that prowled the  coast, the 

buying power of the U.S. military boosted Clematis Street businesses and the Cityôs 

economy. Very little private construction took place during the war years.  

1948 TO THE PRESENT 1948 TO THE PRESENT  

     Many servicemen who had trained in Flori da wanted to return to the state to live. Thus, 

immediately following World War II, homes were constructed in areas that had been 

platted but not built - up during the Land Boom. During  

the 1950s, the Cold War and the Korean War led to the expansion of the W est Palm Beach 

National Guard as it maintained its role in local defense activities. A new airport terminal 

had been constructed at Morrison Field in 1947, and the following year was renamed the 

Palm Beach County International Airport. Burdineôs Department Store moved into a new 

building on Clematis Street in 1954, reflecting a new era of property development during 

the post - war years. Property values rose from $72 million in 1949 to$147.5 million in 

1962.  The population reached 43,162 in 1950. As new resid ents flocked to Florida, West 

Palm Beach was faced with limited room for growth and a primitive sewer system. 

Successors to the Flagler interests owned the water plant and the land west of the City. 

In 1955, the City floated a bond for $18 million and used  the money to purchase the water 

plant and 17,000 acres of land west of the City (including the water catchment area), and 

to upgrade the sewer system. A new library was constructed at the foot of Clematis Street 

in 1962. The following year, a Holiday Inn was erected nearby on Flagler Drive. In 1957, 

the City sold 5,500 acres of the newly acquired land in the westward expansion area to 

the Perini Land and Development Company. Developer Louis R. Perini, Sr. converted these  

undeveloped acres of wetland and s wamp into prime real estate. One of the Cityôs 

stipulations was that a residential area for African - Americans be included in the 

development.  

     The passage of civil rights legislation during the 1960s was the next major  issue West 

Palm Beach had to conf ront. Up to this time, the entire city was  segregated. On August 30, 

1967, a riot erupted in the nearby town of  Riviera Beach.  
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      Scattered groups smashed windows, set fires and shot at  police in West Palm Beach. 

However, these problems were minor compared  to the strife that consumed other areas 

of the country. Strong leadership in  the African -American community and the Cityôs 

foresi ght in the development  of the Roosevelt Estates neighborhood in the westward 

expansion area  minimized the difficulties in desegregating the City.  

        In 1968, the first African American  students were admitted to Palm Beach Junior 

College. Ten years  la ter, Eva Mack became the first African - American elected to the West 

Palm  Beach City Commission.  During the 1960s, other amenities continued to attract new 

residents to the westward expansion area. The Municipal Stadium was constructed in 

1963  and brought i n baseball spring training. In 1967, the West Palm Beach Auditorium 

and the Palm Beach Mall were constructed.  

     The first portion of  Interstate 95 in Palm Beach County was completed in 1966, 3.6 

miles from  Okeechobee Boulevard to 45th Street. The Inter state was completed from  Palm 

Beach Gardens to Miami in 1976. New hotels were erected just off  the Interstate exits, 

diverting tourist traffic away from the motels that once  lined Dixie Highway. As the 

population and economic base continued to  shift to wes tern suburbs, the downtown and 

the older residential sections of  the City began to experience a slow decline. By 1976, 40% 

of the downtown  retail space was vacant.    

     Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the City  struggled to redefine and restore  the down -

town area. A strong mayoral system was adopted in 1991. Shortly  thereafter, an $18 

million dollar bond issue for revitalizing the downtown  was passed. A symbolic event, 

marking the rebirth of the downtown, was  th e implosion of the vacant downtown Holiday 

Inn on New Yearôs Eve, 1993. The hotel was replaced by the Meyer Amphitheater. The 

Kravis Center for the Perform - ing Arts was constructed in 1992. In 1994,the downtown 

library was remodeled and the plaza and fount ain in the forecourt have become a center 

of downtown activities.   

     A new police station was built at Rosemary Avenue and Banyan Boulevard  in 1995. That  

 

West Palm Beach -  Today  

same year, a downtown master plan was adopted to bring  design cohesivene ss and unity 

to the area bounded by Palm Beach Lakes  and Okeechobee Boulevards, Flagler Drive, and 

Australian Avenue.  In the 1980s, deteriorated neighborhoods north and south of 

Okeechobee  Boulevard, just east of the Kravis Center for the Performing Arts, 

were  cleared for a private renewal project that never materialized.  
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      The City  eventually purchased the seventy - two acres and requested proposals for 

a multiuse commercial and residential development. Ground was broken in  1998 for a 

comprehensive a ssemblage of apartments, town - houses, and retail  space, focused around 

a grand plaza. That project, City Place, opened in  2000.       While West Palm Beach is 

enhanced by new developments such as  City Place, it is its historic architecture that 

imparts a se nse of the Cityôs past and creates a special ambience imbued with the richness 

of time. It is the  combination of new growth and respectful retention of our 

architectural  heritage which will ensure that the unique character of West Palm Beach 

will  survive.  

 

 
Clematis Street, West Palm Beach, Looking East, about 1920  
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John Sites Earman  
 

First Mayor of West Palm Beach  
 

John Sites Earman was born about 1845 in Rockingham County. He volunteered and fought 

with the CSA where he served as a scout for Stonewall Jacksonôs army. He signed his 

parole papers May 31, 1865. He was only 18 at the time. His occupation at that time wa s 

that of a carpenter and cabinet maker. On 

February 27, 1873 he married Susan 

Elizabeth Burke, the daughter of a 

Confederate officer, Col. John Wesley 

Burke and Asnith Jane Adelia Pratt. The 

Colonel was in the stage coach, mail and 

livery business mainly in New Market, 

Virginia vicinity. Both he and his wife are 

buried in the Friedans Church Cemetery in 

Mt. Crawford, Virginia, the same cemetery 

in which John B. and Amanda Sites Earman 

are buried.                       

  

His father John B. Earman was born i n 

Virginia about 1819. He married first, 

Amanda Jane Sites prior to 1845 (the year 

of the birth of their first child). Amanda 

was the daughter of John Samuel Sites and 

Elizabeth Henton, both buried in Woodbine 

Cemetery in Harrisonburg, Rockingham 

County, V irginia. Amanda was born in 1820 

and died at 37 years of age in 1855. John 

married a second time to Mary Ann Sites, a 

cousin of his first wife prior to 1860 in 

Rocking - ham County. Mary Ann was born about 1825 and died in Charleston, South 

Carolina where sh e was living with her daughter, an only child, Alice M. C. Earman Sherer. 

After the death of her husband in 1883, Mary Ann apparently went to live with Alice who 

at that time was living in Newberry, South Carolina where her husband was serving on the 

facul ty of Newberry College, prior to living in Charleston. Alice was married to Dr. Melan -

chthon Gideon Groseclose Sherer in Bridgewater, Rockingham County, Virginia Oct 20, 

1886. M. G. G. Scherer was of the very prominent Scherer family, Lutheran ministers. H is 

brother, Dr. James Augustine Brown Scherer would become the President of Newberry 

College in South Carolina and later the President of what would become Caltech. Mary Ann 

was buried back in Virginia at St. Mathews Cemetery in New Market, Virginia among her 

Burke relatives.       

 

John B. Earman served his state in the 9th Battalion Reserves of Rockingham County. He 

was mustered in at Harrisonburg April 28, 1864 when he was 47 years old.  

 

John Sites Earman and Susie E. Burke Earman are buried in Evergree n Cemetery in Jack -

sonville, Florida. In addition, his eldest Page 30 of 291 son, Joseph Lucien Earman and his 

wife, Georgia Alberta Farwell Earman are buried there, all in Plot B.     

 

Per census information, we see that John and Susan had relocated to Florida after 1880 

but prior to 1887 when his second son, John Burke Ear - man, was born in Tavares, Lake  
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County, Florida. After a short stint in Tavares, John and his family are found in West Palm 

Beach, Florida. Although he lived with his family in down - town West Palm Beach at the 

small hotel, ñThe Earmanò that his wife ran, Mr. Earman farmed north of town in the area 

that is now Lake Park and North Palm Beach. When the city was incorporated in 1894, 

John Sites Earman was elected as the first Mayor. The Earman Canal in North Palm Beach 

is named in his honor       

 

Temptation often crosses class lines. West 

Pa lm Beach's first mayor, John Earman, was 

nearly booted from office in 1895 when he 

was charged with being "in a state of intoxi -

cation" in the company of a lady of the 

evening who went by "Specks." Earman 

denied the charges and they were dismissed a 

month later.       

 

John and Susan had two sons, Joseph Lucien 

Earman and John Burke Earman.  

 

Joseph was born in Virginia in 1875 and as 

mentioned above, John Burke was born in 

Florida. Joseph would go on and become quite 

successful as the Editor of the Palm Beach 

Post and later on as a judge. He was Editor of 

the Palm Beach Post from 1913 to 1920, 

Earman resigned to start the Palm Beach 

Independent, noted for its editorials. Earman 

became the only man ever elected to the Palm 

Beach City Commission runnin g independent 

of the two major political parties. Governor 

Sidney Catts appointed him chairman of the board of control and he became known as one 

of Catts major advisors during a stormy period of Florida's politics. He served three terms. 

He was appointed municipal court judge. He became known for his philanthropic activities 

later in life.  

  

Joseph and Georgia had a son named John Simms Earman, born July 15, 1901 in West 

Palm Florida and died August 30, 1983 in Vero Beach, Florida. He attended Cornell 

Univ ersity in New York. He married Elizabeth Anne Albers June 18, 1925. They were the 

parents of three children.      

 

His younger brother, John Burke Earman would become a prominent dentist, one of the 

few in West Palm Beach at that time, eventually having of fices in West Palm Beach, Dade 

City and Charleston, South Carolina. Dr. Earman and his wife are both buried in Woodlawn 

Cemetery, West Palm Beach.      

 

As preparation for the dredging of the Florida East Coast Canal in 1897, a ditch was dug 

south of the h aulover from Lake Worth Creek in order to help drain the land for farming. 

Joseph Borman, before he became Palm Beachôs first town marshal, helped to dig 

ñDimickôs Ditchò by hand, along with Nathan Pitts (Pitts Island), Elisha N. Dimick, and 

George Lainhar t. Borman said in an interview in 1962: ñI worked in it all the winter of 

[18]97, cutting muck down that floated out in the lake.ò Today the waterway is known as 

the Earman River, or C - 17 Canal.  
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
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The Palm Beach Post, Wednesday, September 23, 1931,  
  

John Sites Earman Is Claimed By Death  
 

First Mayor, Father of Present Commissioner, Succumbs.  
 

John Sites Earman, long time pioneer, first mayor of West Palm Beach and father of 

Commissioner Joe L. Earman died Tuesday morning at a Lake Worth hospital following a 

two weeks illness. He was 84 years old.  

 

Although Mr. Earman had been in feeble health for some time, he had been critically ill for 

two weeks and his death came unexpectedly from a heart attack. For the last 18 years, he 

had lived at his home north of Kelsey City where he had engaged in farming.  

 

Funeral services will be held tonight at 8 o'clock at the Ferguson Chapel, after which the 

body will be taken to Jacksonville tonight at 11:25 o'clock to be buried in the family lot 

there. The Rev. Frank Atkinson, pastor of the Congregational Church, will officiate at the 

service here.  

 

Born Sept.  4, 1847, in Rockingham County, Va., John Sites Earman was married in 1869 to 

Miss Susan Elizabeth Burke of Cross Keys, Va. The family moved to Florida 51 years ago, 

settling first in Leesburg and coming to West Palm Beach in 1893 When West Palm Beach 

was incorporated in 1894, Mr. Earman was elected the first Mayor of the municipality. He 

was affectionately known by his many friends as "Dad" Earman.  

 

During the Civil War, Mr. Earman served as a scout through the moun - tains of Virginia for 

the Confederacy, and he was honored as one of the county's most distinguished veterans 

by the Thomas Benton Ellis Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.  

 

Surviving is one sister, Mrs. Alice Schearer. of New York whose husband is Moderator of 

the Lutheran Chur ch, New York Synod.; Two sons, Joe L. Earman, Commissioner, Dr. J. 

Burke Earman, well - known dentist of this city,, two grandsons, Joe S. Earman and John 

Robert Earman, two great - grandchildren, Joe Henry Earman and Georgia Ann Earman.  

Pallbearers will be M . E. Gruber, George Butler, R. C. Baker, C. W. Calley, C. S. Raulerson, 

David Reed, A. B. Otwell and Fred Farwell.  

 

Mrs. W. R Bowler, president of the United Daughters of the Confederacy issued a call last 

night for all members to attend the funeral tonig ht.  
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  
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West Palm Beach --  Palm Beach County waited until after the death of John Sites Earman, 

first mayor of West Palm Beach, to award recognition for an act of courage performed 16 

years before. The same resolution presented at the time but never acted upon was passed 

by the county commissio n changing the name of Sawgrass River to Earman river in 

recognition of the pioneer mayor's bravery. Sixteen years ago, Mr. Earman was 68, he 

saved the county bridge across that river and properties of the Florida East Coast railroad 

from destruction by fl ood waters. He was obliged to work all night at his self - imposed task 

of stemming the waters aided only by one negro.                                                                                                                                                   
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The Earman family on the front veranda of the Earman Hotel, reportedly, the first real 

hotel in West Palm Beach. It was torn down prior to 1913 when the Salt Air Hotel was 

built. The Meyer Amphitheater now occupies the site. Circa  1890s.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Editorôs Note)  Susannah Burke was the first cousin of the Editorôs great grandmother, 

Emma Burke Woolwine of New Market, Virginia)  
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FIRES ï THE EVER -PRESENT DANGER  

 
(Editors Note: The next several articles relate to fires in the Palm Beach ï West Palm Beach 

area. The Bradley Park Hotel was built about a year and a half before the big fire in March 

of 1925. It was built to be fire - proof and indeed it was successful. It  was of masonry with 

stucco. The roof was of barrel tile. As far as can be determined no damage was done to 

the building. The Beach Club across the street did catch on fire but luckily it was put out 

as were fires that ignited at the Royal Poinciana two bl ocks to the south. One block north 

on Bradley Place the Palm Beach Hotel was leveled as were some stores on Royal Poinciana 

Way --  then called Main Street)  

 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.  
Excerpts from Centennial History 1894 - 1994: (West Palm Beach Fire  Department)  

 

Centennial History 1894 - 1994 by Ronald E. Johnson Published 1994  

 

CHAPTER 1  
The town of West Palm Beach incorporated November 5, 1894. At the time there were 

more than 1,000 residents, a post office, town hall, school, newspaper, stores, a nd an ice 

factory. Seventy - eight voting citizens elected John S. Earman as the first mayor. Elected 

to the first board of aldermen were George Potter, J. M. Garland, J. F. Lamond, George 

Zapf, H. T. Grant, E. H. Dimick, and H. J. Burkhardt.  

 

Burkhardt had gained local notoriety as the "naked mailman." Working as one of the 

famous barefoot mailmen, he had taken to walking the isolated stretches of beaches 

without any clothes so that he could obtain the beneficial rays of the sun over his entire  

body. He was always careful to dress as he neared populated areas.  

 

CHAPTER 2  
The first major fire after the incorporation of West Palm Beach occurred on Thursday, 

January 2, 1896. At 2:00 p.m. fire broke out in the Midway Plaisance Saloon, a large wood  

frame building on the south side of Banyan Street. Flames quickly spread from one building 

to the next, resulting in extensive damage to the south side of Banyan Street and the 

Seminole Hotel located on Narcissus Street. The Alerts saved little of the inv olved 

structures. An explosion of a gasoline stove started the disastrous fire.  

 

CHAPTER 3  
Flagler's winter resort suffered a major setback June 9, 1903. Fire raced through the 

Breakers Hotel leaving little more than a pile of ashes. West Palm Beach volu nteers 

responded to the fire pulling their old hose reel loaded with 500 feet of hose. They were 

delayed by the toll keeper on the railroad bridge who wanted proper payment for their 

passage. As a large column of smoke billowed skyward from the island, a n ickel toll was 

demanded from each of the men before they were allowed to cross.  

 

CHAPTER 4  
The whiskey, beer, and wine were flowing early on the morning of January 25, 1916, and 

it wasn't a party. Grove's Warehouse, where more than $30,000 worth of spiri ts was 

stored, went up in flames. The fire was discovered by West Palm Beach Policeman Clarence 

Pierce at about 1:00 a.m. He immediately pulled out his revolver and fired it into the air 

before  
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rushing to the fire station to sound the alarm. By the time firemen arrived at the ware -

house, located at North Olive Avenue and infamous Banyan Street, the building was 

completely engulfed.  

 

CHAP TER 5   

March 18, 1925, the Kettler Theatre in West Palm Bea ch was featuring the movie Inferno . 

At 4:20 p.m., less than an hour into the first showing of the film, a real inferno erupted 

only a short distance away in Palm Beach, and the West Palm Beach Fire Department again 

responded to assist the neighboring commu nity.        

 

Flagler's Breakers Hotel, a four - story wood frame building, was burning out of control and 

Palm Beach called desperate for help. Constructed of Dade County pine lumber rich in tar, 

the hotel had no chance once the fire entered the free burning stage. No to ll was collected 

this time as the apparatus roared over the bridge. It appeared the entire island was 

burning.  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé
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FURIOUS BLAZE RAZES BREAKERS AND PALM BEACH  
 

Famous Old Hostelry in Ashes; --  Many Distinguished Guests Lose All  
DAMAGES ESTIMATED AT OVER $2,500,000  

 

Riflemen Guard Two Resorts As Looting of Salvaged Possessions Begins  
 

After billows of fire had swept Palm Beach from the ocean to the lake for five hours, driven 

by high southeast winds late yesterday, the Breakers, historic old hostelry known round 

the world, and the Palm Beach Hotel lay in ashes.  

  

The glowing lights of the embers of what a few hours since had been the scene of the 

nationôs society and business activities, revealed the persons in the roles of refugees, 

grouped about such scanty belongings as they had saved, their personal possessions for 

the most part consumed.  

 

But Two Are Hurt  
 

Despite the peril and excitement, only two p ersons were known to have been hurt in any 

extent. One was a negro, who while saving a house on Sunset Avenue from fire, slipped 

from the roof and fractured his skull on the pavement below. The other was a young boy 

who was knocked down by an automobile on  this side of Lake Worth as the car was going 

to the fire scene.  

 

The loss in buildings alone last night was estimated at one and three - quarters millions but 

huge personal losses were expected to augment this by the tens of thousands. The loss of 

the Brea kers was given as a million, mostly covered by insurance.  

  

The great conflagration, which, while the Breakers was flaming, swept through the dry 

coconut palms, menacing the heart of the resort, started more than 12 other fires at hotels 

and villas and end ed by leveling the second huge hotel almost a mile from the ocean beach 

where the Breakers stood.  
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Many Departments Help  

 

While fire units from every point on the lower east coast were laboring feverishly against 

the menacing wind, the flames leaped  westward across the County Road and soon arose 

on the white servantô quarters adjoining the Hotel Royal Poinciana, sister to the Breakers 

ï the largest tourist hotel in the world. This veering of the wind in a more northerly course 

was believed to be the only element that saved the Poinciana. Across the island on the 

lake shore flying sparks from burning palm fronds alighted on the roof of the old Palm 

Beach Hotel while occupants watched the second catastrophe of a few hours unfold as 

dusk came on. That fa mous property of Sydney Mattox, an entire block containing more 

than 12 exclusive shops as well as the hotel proper, likewise was entirely demolished.  

 

With hastily salvaged belongings of the nationôs wealthy lying at random on streets and 

lawns, pillaging broke out. More than 25 persons, most of them negroes, were placed 

under arrest, and for a time traffic out of the resort was halted. Late that night n ational 

guardsmen, police of both Palm Beaches and deputy sheriffs were examining all persons 

leaving the town and scores of armed men were guarding the burned -out guestôs 

belongings.  

 

What, so far as is known, is South Floridaôs greatest fire, endangering the lives of 

nationally known personages and for a time threatening the entire northern half of the 

resort, was started at 12 oôclock in an upper southwest room there.  

Caused by Electricity.  

  

While such of the 450 guests and 300 servants of the luxurio us 800 - room, four - story 

building as were not enjoying outside pleasures, were enjoying card parties and other 

indoor occupations, a woman guest was using some electrical appliance in her room. From 

some wiring accident, the flame was first started, it was ascertained, although, at first the 

flames cause was variously attributed to other causes.  

 

As the first flames licked the roof of the gigantic frame structure fronting the Atlantic, the 

ocean breeze soon fanned them to fury. Hundreds of occupants tried t o remove their 

belongings in alarm, and servitors mounted the room to fight the menace. To H. E. Bemis, 

vice president of the Florida East Coast Hotel Company, which operates The Breakers, last 

night, was given much credit for the lack of loss of life. Per sonally ,  on the scene, he pain -

stakingly took care to warn guests and employees alike away after the hopelessness of 

the situation dawned on him and the general exodus took some order.  

 

A few minutes later what had been just before a pride show place of F lorida was a raging 

furnace.  

 

Palm Beach firemen, sensing the danger to the row of Breakers cottages, homes of E. H. 

McLean and other notables, sounded a call which brought all three of the West Palm Beach 

fire companies, one from Lake Worth and one each from Miami and Fort Lauderdale, while 

scores of volunteers and policemen from both communities appeared to keep order as 

thousands of curious - minded persons crammed the resort.  

 

General Confusion  
 

The flames grew wilder, they spread to the Breakers compar atively new water plant, and 

to the servantôs quarters, licking them up like tinder.  

 

Then thousands began leaving the Breakersô scene, scurrying about the resort business 

district and northward amid the sirens of police cars and motorcycles, the screams of  
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overwrought women, the cries of children, and the rattling of fire units changing their 

positions. Word was passed about that the whole town was burning.  

 

The dense yellow smoke and flame over the hotel appeared to spread itself to a loop, 

reach ing a fiery hand out over the entire town. Sparks borne in from the beach caught the 

dry under fronds of the dense palm growths along the street and other hotels and houses 

began to catch fire.  

 

The back of the Royal Poincianaôs servant quarters caught fire several times. The 1,500 

room palace ï the pride of Americaôs hostelries ï could not be saved, it seemed, although 

forces battled hard for it.  

 

Dampen the Jets  
 

To the northward on Main Street  the negro servantsô quarters, were about to burn, and 

even the grass about the hotelôs rear was aflame so strong was the breeze. All up and 

down Main Street store proprietors and volunteers were sprinkling tiny jets of flame that 

persisted in darting upon  the walls.  

 

On Sunset Avenue, a block farther up the County Road, the palms overhanging the Clinton 

Hotel began to burn, and trunks and families came swarming out. The Sans Souci cottage 

and almost a dozen other residences on the street were likewise end angered. It was in 

striving to save one of these that the negro fractured his skull.  

 

All the while, tiny jets of flame were playing about the roof of the Palm Beach Hotel. The 

wind had veered slightly to the north - north - west and the Royal Poinciana was s aved. And 

as the Breakers smoldered, all forces bent themselves toward the new enemy. Members 

of the West Palm Beach unit , attempting to use the Hotelôs fire system, said they found it 

entirely inefficient in checking the blaze at the start. A Miami fire unit arrived and attacked 

the flames in the north Lake Trail shop section adjoining the hotel, but by 8 oôclock this 

second hotel was in ashes.  

 

Many Shops Burn  
 

Adjoining the Palm Beach Hotel, the following stores and shops, together with contents, 

were lost. Kenneth L. Gillespie, White Sulphur Springs, W.V., flower shop, Pauline 

Grossman, New York, womenôs wear shop; Perle Haller, New York, millinery store; and 

eight other similar shops belonging to local persons.  

 

This hotel and its recent shop additio ns has been owned for years by Sidney Mattox, who, 

it was understood last night, is out of the city. W. C. Havill is the manager. Owing to the 

prevalence of the fire alarm, by the time the Palm Beach Hotel situation became serious 

and the comparatively sma ll number of guests there the exodus was smaller than that at 

the Breakers, although, so far as could be learned, guest losses there were also large.  

 

It was announced last night at the Poinciana that the 450 guests and the 300 employees 

at The Breakers h ad been accommodated at the Poinciana.  

 

Only heroic work by the firemen saved the block to the north of the Palm Beach Hotel 

between it and the Beaux Arts Building. Braving the intense heat from the leaping flames 

of the hotel, the fire fighters kept stre ams of water playing upon the walls of the building 

occupied by Tysonôs which luckily were of stucco. The firemen were continually drenched 

with water themselves, otherwise the heat would have been unbearable.  
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All the valuables in the shops in this block were removed for fear that the buildings were 

doomed. Other exclusive shops besides Tysonôs in the block , for the most part containing 

womenôs wearing apparel, were Madam Clairôs, Farrôs, Henningôs Bendelôs and Dreiccrôs.  

Menaces Art Collection.  

 

Here the flames menaced what was called the most valuable collection of art works being 

shown this side of the Atlantic at present ï the display, which the London firm of Agnew 

Company had housed in the Black, Starr & Frost building immediately to the sout h of the 

flames.  

 

As the slackening of the wind and the work of the firemen became effective on the lake 

shore, the flame had devoured all frame outbuildings of the Palm Beach Hotel and were 

licking the pavement of Bradley Place.  

 

The many small fires el sewhere did comparatively small damage. Persistent rumors that 

a woman had been taken dead from the Breakers, that a negro maid and three white 

children had disappeared, that a butler had entered the Palm Beach Hotel and not 

returned, and that a fireman ha d been killed, were set at naught by such authorities that 

could be reached. John Greene, manager of the Breakers said that, so far as we know no 

one was even injured in the catastrophe there.  

 

Certain Palm Beach circles last night evinced some concern ov er the disappearance of John 

B. Erwin, popular society man, but as a complete check had not been made on the 

Breakerôs guests, little general fear was felt for his safety.  

 

During the battle to save the Royal Poinciana a force of 100 men under the directi on of H. 

E. Bemis, manager of the Florida East Coast Hotels system there, was constantly on guard 

with the lines of hose playing on the roof and sides of the structure. It was said that the 

flying embers ignited the roof of the Poinciana several times but were quickly extin -

guished.  

 

A similar force was on watch on the roof of the barracks as well as at Bradleys.  

  

The sweeping calamity at the big hotels brought out many vagaries of human nature. 

According to police, an actress whose name was given as Geor gette La Rue lingered in her 

burning room to find a dog biscuit for her prize pet white Policemen Neely of the local 

force reported that another woman had to be forced from the room where she was virtually 

daring death in an attempt to save a dog.  

 

Joseph  Shay, well known realtor who was at the Breakers at the time of the outbreak 

noted an aged couple apparently overcome by the scare. A thick booted man, apparently 

an airplane mechanician, dragged both from the hotel. Attempting to go back, the birdman 

san k on the hotel steps himself exhausted, and had to be carried to the open by Mr. Shay.  

 

Thompsons Burned Out  
 

Ex - Mayor William Hale Thompson, of Chicago, with Mrs. Thompson arrived at the Breakers 

hotel only yesterday morning, They had come for the health of both, Mr. Thom - pson said 

last night.  

 

ñWe just got here in time to enjoy the fire,ò he said. ñWe lost everything we brought with 

us except the clothes on our backs.ò  

 

The Thompsons late yesterday went to the home of the Franklyn Smiths on South Ocean 

boulevard. The fire will not interfere with their stay here, Mr. Thompson said.  
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A prominent woman, whose name was withheld salvaged but one article of clothing ï a 

heavy fur coat ï and many were the men and women at the Poinciana last night bewailing 

the loss of every personal belonging they had with them.  

 

And while the grass on the  Breakers ï Poinciana golf course was ablaze with the former 

hotel toppling, a twosome was seen calmly at golf on the threatened greens.  

 

 

Takes Care o f All  
 

Late in the evening while the embers of both hotels were being carefully watched by 

firemen, the Poinciana reported that it had been able to house comfortably the 450 guests 

and almost 100 servants of the old Breakers, although many of the homeless had bee n 

received into the cottages of friends.  

 

This is the second time the East Coast Hotel company, a part of the estate of the late Henry 

M. Flagler, builder of the Florida East Coast Railway, suffered from the fire at this spot. 

The first hotel was known as  the Palm Beach Inn and was constructed there in 1895. In 

1904 it burned to the ground. The next year the Breakers was built. Owing to the fact that 

the Royal Poinciana Hotel containing 1,800 rooms, was to close within a few days, a large 

number of guests had moved to the Breakers within the past week.  

 

While smaller than the Breakers, the Palm Beach Hotel was almost as old. The first section 

of it was built almost 25 years ago. From time to time larger and more modern additions 

were built to it until it i ncluded a handsome business block in addition to the hotel.  

 

While as far as could be ascertained last night, there were no deaths resulting from the 

fire, several minor casualties were reported to local hospitals. William Rathburn, an 

employee of the Pal m Beach Hotel, suffered a severe cut on his left knee, which required 

several stitches. It is understood that Mr. Rathburn, who lives at 920 South Poinsettia 

stree, received the cut while rescuing several guests from the blazing hotel.  

 

Thomas Owen of 211  Jefferson Road dislocated his wrist when he fell from the porch of 

the Breakers hotel while assisting in fighting the flames. Mr. Owen is employed as a 

salesman by a local realty firm.  

 

Arthur Marshall of 505 South Poinsettia Street reported to police la st night that an 

automobile driven by Henry Tuggles of Pleasant City, who in his haste to arrive at the fire, 

struck his young son of 6 years, painfully injuring him.  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé
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WILL GUARD EMBERS UBTIL LAST GLOWING  
 

Chief Sadler Tells Story Of Fire; Says Shingle Roofs Greatest Peril  
 

Bedraggled and sooty, so weary that he could hardly speak, Chief A. P. Sadler, of West 

Palm Beach Fire Department sat in his office for the few minutesô interim between 12:30 

oôclock when he returned from the scene of the fire until he should go back to supervise 

the guarding of the embers, and told briefly of the fight which the combined forces of the 

east coast fire departments had made to save Palm Beach and West Palm Beach.  
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The work of the fire departments of the towns up and down the east coast ,ò he said, ñin 

coming to the assistance of of Chief Schultz of the Palm Beach department and myself, 

was magnificent, and our appreciation cannot be expressed. Chief Haney of the 

Jacksonville department was here on a visit and his assistance was very help ful. Vero, 

Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Delray, Lake Worth ï all were represented, and Stuartôs truck 

when it was incapacitated by an accident, even sent its hose on.ò  

 

Origin Undetermined  
 

The origin of the fire, which began in the south wing, the worst place  possible with the 

wind prevailing yesterday, Chief Sadler said, has not yet been determined. According to 

the chief, yesterdayôs work was the fighting of the flames, the investigation can come 

later. It was first reported to the Breakerôs office. According to the information given the 

fire department by a Mrs. Towney, who smelled the smoke while visiting a friend in the 

south wing.  

 

Chief Schultz acted in the capacity of a general, going from one scene to another, said 

Chief Sadler, while the different fo rces were concentrated at various stations. Owing to 

the strong southeast wind and the headway of the Breakerôs fire, when the fire 

departments were notified, it was soon realized that it would be impossible to save the 

building and efforts were made on ke eping the flames from spreading.  

 

The work of saving the Breakers cottages were largely entrusted to the Lake Worth fire 

department and volunteers. Chief Sadler and part of his forces were at work on saving the 

barracks of the hotel and the homes on Sunset Avenue, putting out between 50 and 75 

fires in that region.  

 

Poinciana Catches  
 

The Poinciana Hotel, he said, was on fire five times, and the work of combating the sparks 

there was under Captain Smith of the W est Palm Beach force. When the Palm Beach Hotel 

first caught fire there was no par of the fire department there and the palm Beach force 

with volunteers under Councilman R. L. Ray managed to work in between the Prather 

building and the hotel and to head it  off from going further north.  

 

At the south end, the West Palm Beach force managed to cut off the flames at the Kauffman 

Building. Other forces worked at any points needed wherever directed by Chief Schultz.  

 

In the meantime, at the direction of Chief Sadler, volunteers were patrolling the north end 

of West Palm Beach to prevent the settling of any sparks that might blow across. The hook 

and ladder and smaller pumps along with high pressure wagons were left in the central 

station in West Palm Beach for protection of the city.  

 

ñThe biggest fight we had,ò said Chief Sadler, ñwas due to the shingle roofs. Even though 

the buildings themselves were not fire - proof. If the roofs had been the Palm Beach Hotel 

would no t have gone and the Poinciana would not have been so endangered. Had the 

Poinciana really caught, it would have undoubtedly endangered West Palm Beach.  

 

Although the fire was under control by 7 oôclock and reduced to embers by 12 oôclock, 

Chief Sadler ann ounced the guards would be un duty all night and until every vestige of 

ember is extinguished. A check of local departments had found every fireman accounted 

for, sa slightly injured hand being the only injury reported.  
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A WEST PALM BEACH MEMORY  

The West Palm Beach that I Remember  

By Gordon L. Williams  

     We arrived in West Palm Beach on the evening train from Key West on September 23, 

1918, sixty - one years ago. We were met by Mr. Steen, a realtor, who took us in his big 

Studebaker to the  Dixie Inn, a remodeled residence on the west side of the Dixie Highway, 

facing the Palm Beach County Courthouse and only two or three blocks from the railroad 

station. During the previous several days we had ridden the Cuba Central Railroad the 

length of that island, spent a couple of nights in a Havana hotel, crossed the Florida Straits 

on the deck of the railroad - car ferry, spent a night in Key West, and ridden Flagler's famous 

Oversea Railroad to West Palm Beach.  

     We were a family of seven. Our par ents, Mr. and Mrs. N.K. Williams, had met in 

Nebraska shortly after the Spanish American War, were married in Cuba and continued to 

live there. Five of us children were born there: Elizabeth, Gordon, Vera, Kenneth and 

Robert, and in 1918 we ranged in age f rom ten years to one year. By the time I finished 

high school nine years later there were four more children: John, Mary, Richard and Esther. 

In returning to the States to live, my father chose Florida, to have a climate as much like 

Cuba's as possible, an d West Palm Beach because it had been recommended by Mr. and 

Mrs. Hose, whom we knew in LaGloria, Cuba. West Palm Beach was truly a nice place to 

live and rear a family. The Hoses, who later returned to West Palm Beach, had put my 

father in contact with Mr . Steen. Later Mr. Steen's son, Robert, was a schoolmate of mine 

at both West Palm Beach and Gainesville. The daughter, Mittie Steen, was a few years 

older.  

     Mr. Steen had a furnished house awaiting us at 424 Fern Street, midway between Poin -

settia (D ixie Highway) and the FEC tracks. That part of West Palm Beach had been settled 

in the 1890s when the railroad came. The house was not new but it had lights, running 

water and inside facilities and seemed very modern to us. Few landlords today would rent 

a furnished house to so large a family for a month - at - a- time. Our first day there we contac -

ted Dr. Freeman, an osteopath, for my mother whose back trouble was the principal reason 

for leaving Cuba. He was on Olive Street, near Evernia Street, a short walk from our home. 

We also bought a few groceries at Dwight A. Allen's store, on the corner of Fern and 

Poinsettia.  

     Our third day, September 26, and Kenneth's fourth birthday, little Robert died of 

diphtheria. Everything had gone wrong. The first doctor incorrectly diagnosed the case; 

Dr. Freeman said it was out of his field and by the time we got to the doctor he recom -

mended, Dr. Ernest Van Landingham, it was too late. The serum had to be ordered from 

Jacksonville and it took a whole day for it to arriv e by train. We were promptly quaran -

tined for ten days and could not accompany little Robert to the cemetery where he has lain 

for three scores of years. Sometimes I visit the grave where the stone reads "Our Darling 

Baby." Dr. Van Landingham inoculated al l of us with a newly - developed toxin - antitoxin 

and the house had to be fumigated.  

 

 



44  

     We knew nobody in town and did not even have a phone. However, our neighbors were 

helpful and Mr. Allen sent over groceries as we needed them. We children played in the 

sand, which looked white but was far from clean, and braided palm leaves for those  ten 

days. By the time we were out of quarantine the influenza epidemic of World War I had hit 

West Palm Beach and schools and theaters were closed and public gatherings discouraged. 

Fortunately the epidemic did not hit West Palm Beach very hard.  

     One  day our father took us for a walk around town. We went down by the new city dock 

on the shore of Lake Worth near the end of Datura Street, where farm produce and fish 

were being unloaded. At that time the lake and its connecting East Coast Canal constitut ed 

a major artery of commerce. While we were walking around gawking, I volunteered to 

guide us home, but soon became lost. Elizabeth, who would be in the 6th grade when 

school reopened, was interested in reading the well - marked street signs -  a new phenol -

menon to us. When we crossed Fern Street she knew the way home, embarrassing this 

unobservant volunteer guide. In time, we discovered what a well - named system of streets 

West Palm Beach had -  sub - tropical plants in alphabetical order, as follows:  

East and  West (working South)                                    Diagonals by the park  

A- Althea                                                                                 L -  Lemon  

B -  Banyan                                                                             M -  Myrtle  

C -  Clematis                                                                    North and South  (Working West)                                       

D -  Datura                                                                              N -  Narcissus  

E -  Evernia                                                                             O ï Olive  

 F -  Fern                                                                                 P-  Poinsettia (Dixie Highway)  

G -  Gardenia                                                                          Q -  Railroad -  No Name  

H -  Hibiscus                                                                           R -  Rosemary  

I ï Iris                                                                                   S -  Sapodilla  

J -  Jessamine                                                                        T - Tamarind  

K -  Okeechobee Road  

North of Al thea came the Avenues, 1st. Ave., 2nd. Ave., 3rd. Ave., etc.  

     As the years have gone by, politicians have shown great progress by changing some 

of these names. Politicians throughout the world do this -  witness Istanbul, Stalingrad, 

Dominican Republic , Mt. McKinley, Hoover Dam, Cape Kennedy, etc. In this case, one of 

the early changes was to clean up Banyan Street, which had become quite a red - light 

district, by merely eliminating it from the map -  great progress. Banyan now became 1st. 

Street, Althea became 2nd. Street, and all of the numbered streets to the north had their 

identifying numbers increased by two. Other street names have had similar alterations. 

So, while  
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West Palm Beach had an orderly street - name system at the turn of the century, b y 1979 

its growth and changes give it a hodgepodge system that's beyond me.  

     Another change in name was West Palm Beach, itself. It was originally called Lake 

Worth, which would be a logical name for the settlement that sprang up where the railroad 

re ached Lake Worth. The railroad then terminated across the lake at Palm Beach, which 

got its name from the many coconut palms that the early settlers had planted there. After 

a lively advertising boost by Flagler, the name Palm Beach spread everywhere -  Pal m 

Beach County, West Palm Beach, South Palm Beach (at Southern Boulevard), North Palm 

Beach (before reaching Riviera, in those days), Palm Beach High School, Palm Beach Bank, 

Palm Beach Mercantile (The Big Store), Palm Beach Clothing Co., Palm Beach suits,  Palm 

Beach Dry Goods (later called Hatch's) Palm Beach Post, Palm Beach Times, Palm Beach 

Independent, etc. Most all of these names referred to places or businesses on the West 

Palm Beach side of Lake Worth. There were likely others on both sides of the L ake.  

     Probably our earliest purchase, aside from groceries, was a bicycle. Our father bought 

a Columbia woman's bicycle for $20, from Cummings' Bicycle Shop on Clematis. That was 

the going price for a good used bicycle. A new one was a bit more than t wice that. He 

chose a woman's bicycle because any of us could ride it, and the females of our family 

certainly could not ride a man's bicycle. The next step was to learn to ride it. Elizabeth and 

I, aged 10 and 8, knew a lot about riding horses, but nothin g about bicycles, even though 

we were older than neighborhood children who rode everywhere. When we did learn, we 

spent all day every day taking turns on that bicycle. We even asked to be called early in 

the mornings so we had more time to ride.  

     At t hat time, West Palm Beach claimed the distinction of being the "bicyclingest town in 

the U.S.A.," and well it might have been. It had paved streets, flat terrain, and perfect year 

'round climate for such riding. There was one hill, up at Sapodilla Street. We delighted in 

coasting down that hill, either on Fern or Gardenia, right across Rosemary. The danger of 

hitting a car at those crossings didn't occur to anybody. I presume the cars were so few, 

so noisy, and so slow that the danger was minimal. Our fathe r's first job was at the town 

of Lake Worth. He thought nothing of riding a bicycle to work six miles twice a day.  

     Almost everybody had a bicycle. Sunday afternoon family outings frequently meant a 

bicycle ride. If there were insufficient bicycles to  go around, one could easily be borrowed. 

Groceries, papers, telegrams, mail, etc. were delivered by bicycle. There were bicycle racks 

everywhere. For example, Clematis Avenue had one - lane traffic in each direction, with 

space between the lanes to park car s and bicycles. There were about three or four racks 

per block, and each rack would hold thirty or forty bicycles -  or wheels, as they were 

commonly called. Residences often had racks for three or four wheels in the front yard or 

up on the front porch, whe re they were sheltered overnight. Business houses also had 

such racks, and school grounds abounded with them. Bicycles were almost never locked; 

neither were houses or cars. Thievery was no problem.  

     A common form of transportation was walking. Distan ces were generally less than a 

mile, and concrete sidewalks were almost always available. Even during the Florida Boom, 

new subdivisions started by building curbs and sidewalks (many got no further than that). 

Bicycles were not allowed on sidewalks, but pe rambulators and wheeled toys were. These  
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were similar to our present models except that they had less durable rubber tires, or none at all. 

Some of the older people, especially women, rode tricycles which were much like the tricycles of 

today. Two or three older men had wheelchairs propelled by w orking two levers forward and 

backward. Some chairs not only had these two hand levers but two -foot pedals allowing all four of 

the occupant's limbs to propel the chair. I once got into trouble by playing with two of these vehicles 

that were on the porch o f an older couple who did not answer their doorbell. I was there on an 

errand for my mother and when no one answered the bell I assumed they were not at home. They 

were! Anyway, I learned how the vehicles worked.  

     There were no riding horses or buggie s in West Palm Beach. There were some wagons, 

especially for ice delivery. There were horses and mules outside of town that were used 

for farming and road work.  

     There were some automobiles and a few motorcycles, of the types now seen in 

museums. Ther e were far, far less than one such vehicle per family. Perhaps there was 

one to a block. I presume one - third of them were Fords (Model T), the rest being of many 

makes. We had a Brisco that my parents bought one rainy Saturday night for $300.00 at a 

used c ar lot in Miami. They rode the bus to Miami after work, Saturday noon, and managed 

to get back home a few hours before Sunday School. They took the job mechanic and Dad 

Felton, who was an experienced motorist, along to help select the car and to teach my 

f orty - year - old father to drive on the way home. I think the only other Brisco I ever saw 

was in a museum near Rapid City, South Dakota some thirty - five years later. That made 

two too many.  

     Cars were licensed, as a form of taxation, but drivers were no t. There was no 

compulsory insurance, gasoline tax, parking meters, inspection or sales tax. About the 

only rule of the road was to be on the right side of it when meeting another car. Sometimes, 

this meant running the right wheels off of the pavement. The re was no stripe down the 

middle. Many drivers became "road hogs," by crowding bicycle riders off the road. The 

speed limits were twenty - five mph in the country, eighteen in town, and twelve in the 

business district. Motorists had to guess at their speed o r take the word of a policeman, 

as most cars, especially Fords, had no speedometers. The speedometers that did exist, 

rarely worked. Forty miles per hour was the top speed of most cars.  

     In 1918, there were two or three electric Broughams in West Palm Beach. These cars 

were quite plush, glassed - in, and silent, complete with window shades and flower vases. 

They were steered by a tiller bar, and propelled by batteries. They were usually driven by 

dowager club women. A time or two, I saw a couple brin g their children to school, the 

children riding on a home - made frame that was mounted transversely between their two 

bicycles. I suspect that contraption became antiquated in short order! During Christmas 

of 1919, our fourth - grade teacher, Miss Tillie Hook er, delegated four boys to get a tree for 

the class Christmas. We cut one down from an undeveloped tract a couple of blocks north 

of the Court House, that was a bit too tall for our ten - foot ceiling. We carried it about a 

mile through the heart of town alo ng Poinsettia Street, which had only one lane in each 

direction, mounted across two bicycles, that we had to walk and push. As I recall, it gave 

no traffic problem. We even passed the city hall at the corner of Datura Street without 

arousing any policemen.   
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     There were only a few trucks in town. All but the very lightest had solid rubber tires. I 

recall one Autocar that had two cylinders, with the motor under the seat. Another, was the 

Nash Quad, that was both pulled and steered with all four wheel s. Of course, they had to 

be cranked, and the driver was not sheltered from the weather any more than he would 

be in a wagon.  

     About 1926, Palm Beach Creamery bought a fleet of electric trucks to deliver milk. A 

silent milk truck surely had appeal, bu t they were so heavy that they would frequently get 

stuck in the sand, and were expensive to operate. The electric milk trucks soon disap -

peared from the streets.  

     There was also a vehicle known as the Red Bug, a two - passenger, five - wheeled little 

veh icle painted red. Its wheels were smaller than bicycle wheels, four of which carried the 

vehicle while the fifth, mounted in the center rear, contained the motor which propelled 

the vehicle. Two bucket seats were mounted on a wooden platform only about a f oot above 

the ground. The controls consisted of a steering wheel linked to the front wheels, a brake 

pedal connected to the rear wheels, and a lever in the middle that would raise the drive 

wheel, allowing it to spin in the air, thus serving as a clutch. I t surely burned lots of rubber 

when this motor wheel was lowered to start the forward motion. Mr. Halsey, the co -

founder of Halsey and Griffith, used to drive one of these Red Bugs to church with Mrs. 

Halsey and their two school - aged children, Dorothy and Earl. Another was used by a bee -

keeper, west of Lake Worth, to deliver honey around West Palm Beach. A third one was 

bought second - hand for twenty - five dollars by a couple of about twelve - year - old boys, 

Carlton Weir and Fox Bird. These motor wheels were al so used to push bicycles and to 

carry the rear end of a little scooter. I surely wanted one of these scooters.  

     Tourists liked to ride in bicycle - driven wheel chairs, especially near the park and other 

tourist centers. They provided a quiet and comfor table ride on a sunny winter day. These 

vehicles had a wicker double seat between the two front wheels and were propelled by a 

bicycle - type rear wheel. They were sometimes called Afro - mobiles because they had col -

ored operators who were often very jolly an d conversant guides. During the peak of the 

season, in Palm Beach, there was one horse - drawn rail car that operated between the 

Poinciana and Breakers Hotels. We heard that the Breakers had no formal dining room, 

however, except for adult workers and boy c addies, we year - around residents of West 

Palm Beach had no way of knowing for sure about conditions in that lavish vicinity.  

     In 1918, there was no toll - free transportation link between Palm Beach and West Palm 

Beach. The North Bridge, owned and opera ted by the FEC Railway, serviced the northern 

portion of Palm Beach and the Flagler hotels. The toll for this bridge was five cents for a 

car and driver and two cents for passengers, pedestrians, or cyclists. The South Bridge 

charged about half that toll, but it was away from the preferred traffic pattern, and had a 

grade to climb, because it was high enough at the channel for some boats to clear. There 

was also a ferry, from the City Park to the Palm Beach Shopping Center, that did quite a 

business, especi ally during rush hours (a term I never heard in those easy - going times). 

It operated every twenty minutes, ten minutes each way, and carried people for five cents, 

with no charge for a wheel. My mother thought it well worth the extra three cents to not 

hav e to pedal her bicycle across the bridge. Thus, Palm Beach was both exclusive and 

somewhat isolated.    
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     During the one month that we lived at 424 Fern Street we survived the quarantine with 

no ill effect; our father got an engineering job with the  Lake Worth Drainage District in the 

town of Lake Worth; we received our goods from Cuba, enrolled the three older children 

in school, bought a house at 609 Fern Street for $2,500 and moved in. Our mother was 

receiving regular treatments from Dr. Freeman a nd was feeling better. Things were 

looking up!  

     Our new house, like the one we had rented, was made of wood. Nearly all Florida struc -

tures at that time were of wood, including the great Poinciana and Breakers Hotels. Our 

house had one - and - a- half stor ies and one - and - a- half baths. We soon hung out a printed 

sign that said "ROOMS FOR LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING" which was a very common practice 

during the winter season. It was a long time, however, before I could see the connection 

between offering rooms for rent  and keeping a lighthouse.  

     Frame houses, made of Florida pine, were quite satisfactory. They were much better 

for cooling off at night than present - day masonry houses. They also stood up fairly well in 

hurricanes -  compared to the non - reinforced conc rete - block buildings that were beginning 

to appear in the mid - twenties. They were also easily moved. It was not uncommon to see 

a house being pulled along some street by a horse and windlass with men carrying the 

round pole rollers from behind the house to  place them in front. They usually traveled five 

or six blocks per day.  

     The big hazard to houses was fire. Our house at 609 Fern Street burned a few years 

after we sold it. About 1920, a large portion of Colored Town, about Banyan and Rosemary 

Street s, burned down.  

     One day, about that time, I was in the Ross Grocery store, on the 600 block of Okee -

chobee Road, being waited on by one of their teenage twin daughters, Stella or Della, when 

somebody rushed in shouting that the Fulce house, that was located next door, was on 

fire. It surely went up fast, being completely gone by the time the hand - cranked fire truck 

arrived from Datura and Poinsettia Streets. At that time, we lived in a big house just a 

block away, at 623 Jessamine Street, and our fath er invited the Fulces to stay with us for 

a while. Their children were in our classes in both school and Sunday School. Neighbors 

were neighborly in those days, and insurance was not common. The Carpenters Union, of 

which Mr. Fulce was a member, rebuilt th eir house in one day.  

     One night at about that time, the Dade Lumber Co., located between Althea, Banyan, 

Olive, and Poinsettia Streets went up in flames. It was a very hot fire that scorched several 

near - by buildings which the firemen managed to save . The fire whistle sounded many 

times that night.  

     The big fire, though, was the burning of the Breakers Hotel in Palm Beach, early in 

1925. At that time , we lived on a dairy at Monet, about ten miles north of town and one 

quarter mile east of the FEC  tracks. The first we knew of the fire was at supper that night 

when our milkman casually mentioned it. Even then, the glow was plainly visible in the 

evening sky.  

      Incidentally, I doubt if the Breakers was made of Florida lumber. Few mills in Florida  

could turn out lumber of that luxurious quality. Lumber for the Poinciana Hotel, only a few 

years earlier, was brought in from Jupiter to Juno over the Celestial Railway and then  
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barged to Palm Beach. This was before the FEC Railway reached Palm Beach. I presume it 

came into Jupiter by schooner and that lumber for the Breakers came from a similar 

source, but via the East Coast Canal or the FEC Railway.  

     Besides fires, there we re other accidents, some of which were tragic. About 1922, two 

airplanes crashed in West Palm Beach. One was a seaplane from the hangar just north of 

the west end of the North Bridge. The pilot had announced his intention of disproving the 

belief that a se aplane could  not loop -the -loop. He hit a sidewalk a couple of blocks south of where 

the Good Samaritan Hospital now stands, and was killed instantly.  

     The other plane belonged to a young couple on their honeymoon. They came down just 

a couple of block s from our house, just west of the west end of Jessamine Street. The pilot 

saw some of the early survey flags for the location of the Seaboard Railway and thought 

they indicated a landing field, so he came down in what turned out to be freshly cleared 

soft  muck. The plane nosed over, only breaking its propeller. In a couple of days , he had a 

new propeller installed and offered to take one of us boys up on his test flight for five 

dollars. Somehow, none of us showed a bit of interest in that offer. Soon, he and his bride 

were winging their way on toward Miami.  

     Other accidents involved children and automobiles. Kathleen Thompson, of my grade in 

school, lost several weeks of school due to such an accident. About February, 1923, my 

sister, Vera, was helpin g me deliver my Palm Beach Times route, out on Okeechobee Road 

near the Military Trail, which was way out of town in those days, and was hit by a car as 

she ran across the road. She was one of the early patients in the Good Samaritan Hospital 

which was les s than a year old at that time. As I recall, Dr. Peek kept her there about six 

weeks for a broken leg. My father paid most of that bill without benefit of any insurance. 

Mr. Lang, the driver of the Dodge touring car that hit her, and the Girl Scouts paid f or one 

week each.  

     One Sunday that year, Jim McLaren, a boy of thirteen from near old Juno, stalled his 

father's old National car on the FEC tracks at Gardenia Street. He was taking his sisters, 

Clara and Velma, about 15 and 11, to the Baptist Church,  that was located a block away. 

As a train came backing toward them, the girls jumped and ran, but Jim tried to save the 

car. Fortunately, he was not hurt, but the car was demolished. They walked on to church 

as if such experiences were common. About that time, Mrs. Carr, the mother of Nelda and 

Donald Carr, who were about my age and had been our neighbors on Jessamine Street, 

was killed by a car on Broadway Street, in the new subdivision of Northwood. My father 

happened along immediately after the accident , and helped take her to the hospital. I 

never learned the fate of her children.  

     A few years later, Carlos Wilson, a teenager from near Juno, got his leg crushed when 

his motorcycle was struck by a gasoline truck. The leg was permanently damaged, but  he 

received enough compensation to start an auto - repair garage in Riviera. That venture has 

been successful over the years.  

     I presume a lot of the above car accidents, and many more, can be laid at the door of 

poor brakes. Prior to about 1927, no ca rs had more than 2 - wheel brakes and many were 

in bad repair.  I shudder to think of the brakes on the home - made school bus that I drove  
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in 1926 - 27. The public buses were no better. I recall drivers having to use both hand and 

foot - brakes for every routine passenger stop! Quicker stops were impossible.  

     Probably the worst tragedy of that time occurred early in 1923 when three Boy Scouts 

were killed and several others were injured by a dynamite explosion. About eight Scouts 

from the Military Trai l Troop were on an over - night hike into the woods west of the Mili -

tary Trail. In hiking toward their campsite, they had found a sack with several sticks of 

dynamite left by a settler who had been blasting stumps. The boys were all familiar with 

this proce ss, and having no fear of the dynamite, took it along with them. To be sure no -

body would stumble over the dynamite during the night, they hung it in a tree, overhead. 

The next morning, to awaken his sleeping companions, one of the boys fired his .22 cal. 

revolver into the air! Only one boy was able to go for help, and he had to crawl. The 3 boys 

were buried near the southwest corner of the city's Woodlawn Cemetery, over whose gate 

was the inscription, "That which is so universal as death must be a blessing ." School was 

dismissed early that afternoon so we could all attend the funeral. The only boy of the three 

that I knew was Robert Lincoln. We had been particularly close to his stepmother and her 

children, Bertha and Earl Humphrey, for some years prior to her marriage to Mr. Lincoln.  

     The principal public school of West Palm Beach was the County School at the west end 

of Hibiscus Street, on the hill just west of Sapodilla. It had three main buildings, each 

having two floors with a full basement that wa s just a few steps below ground level. The 

center building, and original one, had a tower that extended about three floors above its 

roof. Children were not allowed to climb this tower but it was a frequently broken rule, 

because the view from there was sp ectacular, extending clear to the Atlantic Ocean. After 

the hurricane of 1928, the tower was taken down. Both this building and the one to the 

south were made of concrete blocks. While these stood the test of that hurricane, many 

did not. It was not the cu stom, at that time, to place reinforcing steel in such walls. Both 

this center building and the one to the south of it were in use in 1918. The north building 

was first put into use the 1923 - 24 school year, for only three high - school grades that year. 

My s ister, Elizabeth, was in its first graduating class. It was built of hollow tile walls on, 

probably, a steel frame. That was common construction during the boom. It had a covered 

roof - garden above its second floor. All buildings had lots of natural ventila tion and no 

heat -  as was the South Florida custom at that time. In extreme cool spells, the school 

would be closed for 2 or 3 days -  perhaps a time or two per year. The corner - stone of the 

north building -  laid about 1922 -  contains the signatures of all t he students present on 

that particular day.  

     The center building had an auditorium, but by the mid - 20's the school had outgrown 

that, so we were marched down to the newly - built Church of Christ at the northwest corner 

of Hibiscus and Rosemary, even wh en only the basement of that church was usable. By 

1927, my graduating class was permitted to use the new Methodist Church -  diagonally 

across from the Church of Christ -  for our graduation programs.  

     In the 1920's, when West Palm Beach was a bare generation old, few of us and still 

fewer of our teachers, claimed West Palm Beach to be home. For example, my 1927 class 

year - book, The Royal Palm, lists 101 Seniors (born about 1909). Of that group, ten  claimed 

West Palm Beach as home, and nine more were from elsewhere in Florida. One can hardly 

vouch for this as an actual record, since some claimed no home at all and John Nettleton  
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Claimed Colorado Springs, while his twin sister, Charlotte, claimed  West Palm Beach! Of 

that 101, fifty - seven started high school elsewhere. This included the Class President, 

William A. McRae, Jr., who claimed Marianna as his home. He went on to study law at the 

University of Florida, and became, in time, a prominent fed eral judge in Florida. West Palm 

Beach was growing rapidly!  

     Of the teachers, a very few had come there with their parents -  perhaps during the 

railroad construction days. This would include Miss Tilly Hooker, Miss Cook and Miss Gates. 

Miss Hooker had  a sister who substituted for her when school reopened after the 1918 

influenza epidemic. Miss Cook was very proud of being a Florida native and a graduate of 

Florida State College for Women. Since she finished before 1920, she was an early student 

there. The school is now Florida State University. She was thoroughly exasperated at how 

little Florida history I was learning -  or have ever learned -  and here I am now writing a 

wee bit of Florida history -  including a bit about her! Miss Gates had the courage to break 

away from a steady job, about 1920, and start a private school in Palm Beach. I suspect it 

is still in operation. Then, there was Mrs. Lyman. She was among the very early settlers in 

Palm Beach. She taught me the fundamentals of arithmetic equatio ns that led to my 

becoming an engineer. Her husband ran a bicycle shop on Olive Street, just north of 

Clematis, and her son was the architect of several golf courses, including the one just 

north of Lake Park, built in 1923. I was the water boy during its construction. Another 

teacher to whom I'll ever be especially indebted was Mrs. McWilliams, who taught me 

Algebra and English. The former was basic to becoming an engineer and the latter helped 

for promotions in that profession. She hailed from the West, a nd was the mother of Denver 

and Mary Elizabeth McWilliams.  

     A disturbing factor in the school operation in those days was the inclusion of children 

who arrived several weeks after school started and returned back north before it closed. 

Their fathers would try to find work in the area during the winter months and send the 

children to the public schools. These families would travel down and back by automobile, 

frequently carrying tents, bedding, dishes, pots, etc., camping along the way. That was 

before  the days of motels, or even the dollar - a- night tourist camps.  

     These "tin - can tourists" would winter in a tent camp provided by the City of West Palm 

Beach, that was located about where the Seaboard tracks are now, a block or two south 

of Okeechobee Road. The camp had tent - sites, running water, and out - houses furnished 

by the City. The winter of 1922 - 23, insurance agent Harold Bartlett (then aged eight) 

delivered the Miami Herald to these tents. Since these people paid no property tax, and it 

was befo re the days of sales tax, a gasoline tax was levied so they would help support the 

schools.  

     Of course, many motorists objected to this tax for the schools, when such a tax might 

well go toward road - building, which would benefit all gasoline consumers . Of course, 

many tourists would rent rooms, apartments, or even houses for the winter. A common 

practice was to rent an apartment located over a two - stall garage, or, better yet, rent the 

house while the owner moved to the apartment for the winter season.   

     The more affluent tourists would live in Palm Beach, and send their children to a private 

school (such as Miss Gates') or hire a private tutor. My aunt, Mrs. Harvey White, who was 

herself a tourist and teacher from Indiana, was such a tutor one year .  She also taught one  
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year in the public school, and one with Miss Gates. Many other Yankee teachers found jobs 

in Florida while it was cold at their homes. In those days, the history and the speech taught 

by the Yankees and by the Southerners were a different: for example, I l earned very fast, 

that I was not to say "What?" to Miss Cook! Ours was a cosmopolitan environment.  

     West Palm Beach had several annual community functions. Some activities centered 

around the school while others centered around the City Park. The scho ol had athletic 

meets with other schools. May Day was quite an affair with food, games, a Maypole -  that 

frequently involved entangled streamers -  and the crowning of a queen. Both Mittie Steen 

and Maudie Pierce were May queens. Maudie's younger brother, H arvey, was a classmate 

of mine throughout our school days and later became a well - known engineer.  

     The Fourth of July, Armistice Day, and Christmas festivities were always popular. 

These celebrations involved contests, fireworks, military drills (by t he newly returned 

veterans) and Santa Claus. At Christmas, Joe Earman, editor of the Palm Beach Post, 

provided gifts for all the children - jackknives for the boys and dolls for the girls. At the 

1917 Christmas party, ice formed in the City Park. Old timers  talked about that cold spell 

for many years. There were also circuses, with parades; carnivals, with free passes for 

newsboys; and auto polo, played on a specially - prepared wooden floor.  

     The largest celebration of all was the Seminole Sun Dance. Thi s event to observe the 

return of Spring lasted for three days in mid - March. (I rather suspect it was a gimmick to 

keep tourists present a few more days.) It was a carnival atmosphere with horns, bells, 

false faces, paper poppers, kazookas, whistles, and pe ople running about making noises. 

The school had Seminole Indian costumes for all its students. These costumes got 

progressively dirtier year after year. We wore them in the big parade that was led by a 

high - school boy with a bass drum. On another day, the re would be a float parade with 

prizes given by the c ity fathers. This parade had decorated bicycles, tricycles, wagons, 

pets, child - ren, etc. In those days, the neighborhood mothers had time to dream - up and 

put on such displays for their collective childr en. Our neighborhood once won fifty cents 

for each child involved in an act -  whether we pulled a vehicle or rode in it.  

     Saturday was washday at our house. We were fortunate to have an electric washing 

machine. It was a wooden - tub Maytag -  before the y made one with an aluminum tub. It 

was quite satisfactory, but the power - driven roller wringer was a definite hazard. Besides 

popping off buttons, it would wind up long hair, long sleeves, and once badly damaged a 

girl's fingers. There were also other typ es of washing machines. The ones with electric 

motors were the most satisfactory, but many were operated by hand, and a few by little 

gasoline engines. The first chore on washday was to cut up some wood, fill a laundry tub 

with water, set it on some bricks , and build a fire under it. Some houses had methods of 

heating running water for Saturday night baths, but not for laundry water. It was a 

continuing process to heat the water, carry it to the machine by bucket, wash the clothes, 

wring them from the machi ne into successive tubs for rinsing and hand - scrubbing the 

missed spots, hanging them on the line, and then bringing them in as they got dry, to make 

room for others. It took several hours for a large family, such as ours. My sister, Elizabeth, 

bless her h eart, called the tune and set the pace. If we were lucky, we'd have the tubs 

emptied and the clothes brought in an hour or two before dark.  Most people did their own  
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washing -  many on washboards. Some people hired a laundress to do the wash, eithe r at 

the employer's home, or at the home of the laundress.  

     Most people cooked on a two or three burner kerosene stove. They also had a little 

portable kerosene heater for one room on cool days. Some people used wood stoves in 

cool weather, while a ve ry few had water coils in that firebox to heat an un - insulated water 

tank that was connected to the house's hot water system. A few heated this system with 

wood - burning jacket stoves. Some houses had fireplaces that would take the chill off of 

the front ro om. School rooms had no heat other than, possibly, a kerosene heater. 

Manufactured city gas was piped to some houses in the heart of town. The mother of 

Allison Ballard, who lived in the 500 block of Iris Street, had a gas meter that metered out 

a quarter' s worth of gas at a time. It had a slot for these coins, and she had to kee p  such 

coins handy if she didn't want the gas to expire at very inopportune times. I don't know 

what safety device it had to keep it from filling the kitchen with that very poisonou s and 

explosive gas when she inserted a new quarter, forgetting that a burner was left on. 

Incidentally, that gas had enough hydrogen to buoy up toy balloons. It's a wonder we kids 

didn't get either poisoned or blown up, playing with it. Florida's open - air  ventilation was 

a wonderful thing.  

     There was no such thing as air conditioning, or even electric refrigeration. Some 

stores, offices and churches had electric fans, but most houses did not. In hot weather, 

we would order ice for the kitchen icebox. A card in the front window told the iceman how 

much to leave. As he carried it to the door, he'd yell to the mules to "Get - up." They knew 

where to "Whoa." Children ran behind the wagon for hand - outs of ice chips. There's 

nothing new about children running behind a Good Humor truck.  

     There's also nothing new about solar heating in Florida. During the boom, many new 

houses had a system for the solar heating of water. The water was warm enough for a 

bath, but not hot enough for washing dishes.  

     About 1920, my mother bought her first vacuum cleaner. The Hoover cleaner advertised 

that it "Beats as it Sweeps as it Cleans." Ours only sucked. Our house had screw - in type 

outlets for such connections. One time I blew a fuse and damaged a spatula blade when I 

poked it into the socket. W e used to run similar tests with our fingers to see if the electri -

city was turned on. We led charmed lives! Anyway, most people did not have vacuum 

cleaners, and little need for them. Such rugs as they had could be hung across the clothes 

line and beat wi th a broom stick. The floors were plain pine and got an occasional soap -

and - water treatment. Varnish would not last on such soft wood and tracked - in sand. 

Incidentally, they were high enough above ground for ventilation to prevent ground rot.  

     Electri c toasters were not common. About 1921, one of my milk customers (we sold 

some milk from our family cow) proudly showed me the last word in toasters. He'd just 

bought one that automatically turned over the bread slices when the side doors were 

opened and c losed. It was really amazing!  

     Electric irons were very common. They had no thermostat, so often scorched clothes, 

and sometimes, when forgotten, started fires. One manufacturer discovered that more 

heat was needed at the point of the iron, so he put an extra heating element there. He 

called it the "Hotpoint" iron. My, how that name has spread!    
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     Then there were plagues. Pharoh's Egypt had nothing on us. There were sand crabs 

and millions of little frogs all over the sidewalks. There were swa rms of mosquitoes kept 

in check by window and door screens, but the little sand flies went right through the 

screen. These insects were especially bad on hot still nights. They could not fly in a breeze, 

so people fortunate enough to have an electric fan c ould keep them off one person, but 

not a whole family. The burning of "Bee Brand Insect Powder" helped some, but it was 

expensive and lasted for only a short time. We mostly just endured them. In houses horse 

flies the size of honey bees could be controlle d by screens, but outdoors they gave our cow 

fits. We made her dresses of empty feed sacks to help some, but we found that clothing a 

cow is really not practical. In the evenings, before dark, we'd sometimes put the cow in 

the chic - ken yard. The chickens m ade short work of the flies, but that was no help in the 

day time, when she had to graze. Yes, the modern ecologists just don't know what all the 

Florida ecology includes.  

     Our amusement was simple. Prior to about 1928, the movies were silent and radi os 

did not exist. The World Series was received telegraphically and followed on a charted ball 

diamond at the City Park. Newspaper extras told about special events such as prize fights. 

I once sold the Miami Daily Metropolis on the streets. It came up from  Miami by bus. We 

also amused ourselves by making and coasting in soap - box autos, making and flying kites, 

or whittling and racing rubber - band - powered toy boats. Our toys were inexpensive, and 

we became pretty adept at spinning tops, shooting marbles, or c racking whips. Girls 

enjoyed paper dolls, real dolls, and jack stones. Every child had plenty of playmates in 

every neighborhood and there was no concern about perverted criminals of any kind.  

     Several of the churches had youth activities that were we ll attended. We enjoyed fre -

quent evening beach parties and holiday picnics, and made some visitations to such places 

as the County Poor Farm that was located out of town toward Riviera about a quarter mile 

west of the FEC tracks. Probably the Baptists' B. Y.P.U. was the most active group. My sister 

Elizabeth was a leader there. I was a Methodist, but occasionally went along with them to 

drive. We would attend meetings with other Baptist churches as far up and down the coast 

as Lemon City (now part of Miami)  and Stetson College in Deland. Going such distances in 

cars of that vintage and returning long after dark was not without mishaps. I had a few 

close calls that I shouldn't have had. Elizabeth was once in McLaren's big old National 

(before its encounter wi th a train) when a rear wheel came off the axle on a lonely stretch 

of the Dixie Highway. The boys found the necessary parts strewn along the highway and 

brought their load -  yes, a very precious load -  safely home. Our generation was resource -

ful.  

     I n 1928, I went away to college, and in 1932, I went to Boulder City, Nevada, to start 

a career of dam - building that took me to all parts of the world. From all of this travel, I 

can truly tell you that it was good to be a boy in the West Palm Beach that I remember.  
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THE HOTELS  
 

(Then and Now)  

 

ñThere will be a great problem to be solved in Palm Beach on the eve of the New Year.ò 

1924  

 

No, thatôs not a current holiday- season pronouncement, but rather one by a local news -

paper in 1924.  

 

The mood was effervescent in a then - flowering winter resort town entering m ansion -

building boom, but there indeed was a perceived ñproblem.ò  

 

At issue: Among the wealthy winter denizens, collectively referred to as a ñcolony,ò lay an 

enviable conundrum: In a discriminating see - and - be -seen social scene, which New Yearôs 

Eve party  was most promising?  

 

That was a tough decision in 1924: The handful of coveted New Yearôs Eve party venues 

ð ranging from the Everglades Club to Standard Oil and railroad tycoon Henry Flaglerôs 

Palm Beach hotels ð were being elbowed by two newcomers.  

 

And the opening - night ga las of both venues? New Yearôs Eve, promising ñexclusiveò and 

ñgay and hilariousò f°tes with entertainment by such orchestra leaders as Meyer Davis.  

One of the venues remains today, transformed; the otherôs a former hot spot that drew 

the limelight and Pr ohibition raids.  

 

Welcome to Whitehall and the Royal Daneli.  

 

The former ð the stunning 75 - room mansion (now a museum) Florida developer Flagler 

gifted in 1902 to his third bride Mary Lily Kenan ð was in transition in 1924 after years of 

the Flaglers as preeminent social hosts.  

 

After Mrs. Flaglerôs death four years after her husbandôs in 1913, her niece Louise Clisby 

Wise Lewis inherited the manse and sold it to a group of investors, including an executive 

of Flaglerôs hotel company, newspapers reported.  

 

It was then announced Whitehall would be an ñexclusive residential centerò with ñsuites 

and apartments engagedò by the socially prominent.  

 

Meanwhile, construction of the Royal Daneli, a New York developerôs $2 million 200- plus 

room hotel ð advertised  as fireproof ð was concluding along the Lake Trail, just north of 

todayôs Biltmore.  

 

Features included a dining room, grill and ñJapanese gardenò destined to become a 

nightclub. The entertainment lineup included a ñHawaiian orchestra with two girl 

dancer s.ò  

 

As New Yearôs Eve approached, Whitehallôs opening party was foreseen as ñrefined,ò the 

Royal Daneliôs as ñcatering to another class of pleasure-seekers.ò  

 

News accounts after the parties add focus.  
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ñThe opening of Whitehall, the new residential center, was the most brilliant social event 

Palm Beach has known in the early season and the beautiful decoration made an exquisite 

setting for the French frocks so universally worn. Dinner was served in the L ouis XIV 

ballroom. é Two orchestras furnished music, one for dancing and the other in a program 

of classical music. é Handsome metal brocades and beaded dresses were worn by elder 

matrons, but many of the older set appeared with bobbed hair and in frocks a s chic and 

short as the debutantes. é Bands of fur and ostrich were seen in large number (as were) 

large Russian types of headdresses studded with rhinestones and cabochon emeraldséò  

 

Meanwhile, New Yearôs Eve at the Royal Daneli, where caviar was served on ice ñwith 

rainbow lights beneath,ò the scene teemed with ñyounger people who prefer jazz to 

classical music. As Meyer Davis was there with the choice of his inimitable jazz orchestra 

playing the most mirthful, rollicking music Palm Beach has heard in ma ny a day, the dining 

room with its capacity of two hundred, the grill below and the tea garden with its moonlit 

dancing floor, had one of the gayest crowds ever assembled in Palm Beach for the 

festivities which began with what some may call breakfast and d ancing with supper in 

between.ò  

 

The Royal Daneli continued to thrive in the 1920s and withstood Prohibition raids and odd 

goings -on, such as a chefôs disappearance. The place briefly was a hangout of Austrian 

Count Ludwig von Salm - Hoogstraeten amid his h eadlined - linked divorce suit with 

Standard Oil heiress Millicent Rogers. By 1930, the Royal Daneli was rebranded as the 

ñfamily friendlyò Mayflower Hotel. Today, private residences occupy the site.  

 

Meanwhile, after Whitehallôs 1924- 25 season, a multi - mil lion - dollar 10 - story hotel with 

300 rooms opened the following season, launching three - plus decades as a resort hotel. 

The adjacent Flagler mansion provided common areas, including loggias where late 

orchestra leader Lester Lanin, no stranger to Palm Beach , entertained.  

 

After Whitehall hotel hit financial trouble, Jean Flagler Matthews, Flaglerôs grand-

daughter, succeeded with efforts to save the historic estate from an uncertain future, 

establishing the museum in 1959 (the hotel addition was razed in the  process). Today, the 

Whitehall mansion is part of a nationally acclaimed museum property Henry Flagler once 

called home.  
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Cocoanut  Grove  House  

 
Historic  Sites,  Monuments,  Landmarks,  and  Public  Art  

(State  Historical  Landmark)  
 

     Cocoanut  Grove  House  was  once  the  only  hotel  on  Floridaôs coast  between  Titusville  and  

Key  West.  The  hotel  was  originally  built  in  1876  by  Elisha  Newton  ñCapò Dimick  as  a private  

residence  for  his  family.  The  Cocoanut  Grove  House  opened  as an  inn  after  Dimick  added  

eight  rooms  to  the  building  in  1880.  In  1882,  Dimick  sold  the  hotel  to  Commodore  Charles  

Clark.  Approximately  4,500  guests  visited  the  hotel  between  1883  and  1895,  arriving  by  a  

flat - bottom  boat  that  sailed  between  the  Indian  Ri ver  and  Lake  Worth.  Hotel  guests  dined  

on  fish,  green  turtle,  venison,  and  vegetables  for  $1.50  a  day  or  $6  by  the  week.  In  October  

1893  the  Cocoanut  Grove  House  was  destroyed  by  fire.  

 

     An  influential  figure  in  the  region's  early  history,  Dimick  was  one  of  the  founders   of  the  

city   of   Palm   Beach  and   served    in   the  Florida    legislature   from  1890  to  1903.  He  also  

be -  

came  Palm  Beach's  first  mayor  following  the  city's  incorporation  in  1911.                                                           

  

     The   hotel  is   also   connected  to  another   influential  Floridian,  Henry  M.  Flagler.  In  

1893,  Flagler  extended  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad  to  Palm  Beach  and  stayed  at  the  

Cocoanut  Grove  House  during  his  time  in  the  area.                                                               
 
     While  visiting  this  beachfront  hotel,  Flagler  envisioned  that  would  become  the  famous   

Royal  Poinciana   Hotel.   Flagler  later  rented  the  hotel  for  hi s workers  while  they  were  

building  the  Royal  Poinciana.  

 

     Elisha  Newton  'Chap'  Dimick  brought  his  family  to  Palm   Beach  in  1876   and  opened  the   

first  hotel,  known  as  the  Cocoanut  Grove  House.  He  became  the  first  Mayor  of  Palm  Beach  

and  his  statue  stan ds  at  the  entrance  to  the  town  on  Royal  Palm  Way.   He  was  a member  

of  the  State  Senate  and  House  of  Representative  and  founder  of  Dade  County  State  Bank.    
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 The  lives  of  the  Dimicks  and  Geers  were  so  intertwined  that  it  is  difficult  to  tell  about  each  

family  separately.  The  families  were  friends  in  Illinois.  
 

     In  1872  when  the  Pierce  family  was  at  the  Jupiter  lighthouse,  some  Dimicks  came  to  

Jacksonville  seeking  a warmer  climate  for  Elisha's  father,  Moore  Wellington  Dimick  who  

suffered   from   tuberculosis.  They  liked  the  beauty   of  the   area  and   enjoyed   the   healthful   

climate.  They  returned  to  Illinois.  The  two  families  came  to  Palm  Beach  in  1876.     
                     
     E.N.  Dimick  was  known  as  "Cap".  One  version  was  that  he  always  wore  a cap.  He  was  

not  a  boat  captain.  His  parents  were  Moore  Wellington  and  Parthenia  May  Dimick.  His  

sister,  Marian,   married  Albert  Geer,   his  brother,  Franklin,   marr ied  Anna  Geer,  and  his  

wife  was  Ella  Geer.  

            
     While  the  families  were  in  Jacksonville  E.N.  &  Ella  

were  expecting  a  baby,  so  they  waited  until  Belle  

entered  the  world  before  making  the  trip  south.  They  

had  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Brown  f amily  who  had  

come  ahead  and  who  made  everyone  welcome   

by  housing  them  until  homes  could  be  built  for  all.              

                            

     The  schooner  they  had  hired  to  bring  their  be -

longings  and  building  supplies  arrived  and  the  lumber  

was  floated  to  shore.  Among  the  "supplies"  was  a  mule.  

Not  knowing  just  how  to  unload  the  animal,  she  was  

pushed  overboard  and  she  swam  to  the  beach.  The  trip  

by  the  humans  was  a more  circuitous  one . They  took  the  

inland  route  on  St.  Johns  River  to  Salt  Lake,  eight  miles  

in  a wagon  pulled  by  a mule  over  palmetto  roots  and  in  

deep  sand  to  Titusville,  then  a small  boat  to  Jupiter.  They  

arrived  in  a  hurricane.  Elisha  was  in  the  group  who  chose  

Palm  Beac h  as  the  name  for  the  town.  The  name  Palm  

City  was  first  sent  in  to  the  postal  service,  but  there  was  

a town  by  that  name  

elsewhere  in  Florida.  He  also  is  credited,  along  with  Flagler,  

as  being  an  important  factor  in  developing  Palm  Beach.  He  

was  chosen  as  the  first  mayor  of  Palm  Beach,  a  position  he  

held  for  many  years.  He  organized  the  first  bank,  Dade  

County  State  Bank,  located  on  Flagler  Drive  near  the  north  

bridge  (Flagler  Bridge).        

                                                            . 
     E.N.  Dimick  started  the  first  drug  store  in  Palm  Beach  and  

also  in  West  Palm  Beach.  With  E. M.  Brelsford  he  established  

a hack  line  from  Jupiter  to  Juno.  It  was  operated  for  two  

years   by   them   and   then  sold   to   Captain   U.D.   Hendrickson   

who  ran  it  for  two  more  years.  

 

     Cap  Dimick  was  the  first  president  of  the  Pioneers'  

Association  which  was  organized  in  1893  for  all  who  made  

this  section  their  home  prior  to  that  date.  Mrs.  Dimick  

succeeded  her  husband  as  president  after  his  death.  E.N.  did  

not  like  farming  so  his  wife  encouraged  him  to  become  an  

innkeeper.  He  added  eight  rooms  to  his  home  making  com -

fortable  accommodations  available.                 
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His  home  was  on  the  east  shore  of  the  lake  about  midway  between  today's  Flagler  Museum  

an d  the  Four  Arts  Building . Thus  the  first  hotel  came  into  being  named  The  Cocoanut  Grove  

House.  Later  on  it  grew  to  50  rooms.  Room  and  board  was  $6.00  per  person  per  day.  Henry  

M.  Flagler  came  to  South  Florida  and  decided  to  build  a  large  resort  hotel.  He  stayed  with  

the  Dimicks  as  it  was  the  only  tourist  hotel.   Dimick  sold  his  property  to  Charles  J.  Clarke  

who  sold  it  to  Flagler.  It  burned  down  a few  years  later.  
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The  first  bridge  to  span  the  lake  

was  just  to  the  north  of  

"Whitehall",  Flagler's  home.  It  

was  built  to  enable  the  train  to  

cross  from  West  Palm  Beach  to  

Palm  Beach.  The  private  railway  

cars  were  parked  to  the  east  of  

the  Royal  Poinciana  Hotel.  That  

was  in  1895  or       

 

1896.  E.N.  Dimick  built  the  Royal  

Park  Bridge  in  1915  as  the  first  

public  bridge.  Today  it  is  known  

as  the  "middle  bridge".  There  is  a 

statue  of  him  at  the  east  end  of  

the  bridge.  Dimick  built  it  to  help  

develop  his  real  estate  venture.  

He  w as  head  of  the  Palm  Beach  

Improvement  Company  which  in  

1910  arranged  with  Colonel  L.H.  

Green  to  sell  the  168  acre  tract  from  the  lake  to  the  ocean  which  is  now  the  beautiful  

residential  section  known   

as  Royal  Park.           

           

     When  West  Palm  Beach  was  incorporated,  Cap  Dimick  was  the  first  mayor  and  held  that  

position  for  seven  years.  In  1890  He  was  elected  to  the  Florida  House  of  Representatives  

for  6  years  and  in  1896  to  the  Florida  Senate  for  two  terms.  A federal  building  on  Datura  

and  Sap odillo  Avenue  was  named  for  him.                                                                                             .  

 

     Cap  Dimick  was  born  in  April  1849  and  died  in  1919  at  age  70.  His  wife  Ella  died  21  

January  1938  at  age  86.  She  did  historia ns  a favor  when  she  clipped  obituaries  and  

marriage  notices  of  the  pioneer  community.  Fortunately , the  scrapbook  has  remained  with  

the  family.  
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ROYAL POINCIANA HOTEL  

 

Flaglerôs Royal Poinciana Hotel 

Posted on  October 22, 2014  by  Josh  

     Henry Flagler opened the Royal Poinciana Hotel in Palm Beach on February 11, 1894 

with only 17 guests. The paint was fresh, and the electric lighting was so new it was 

advertised as a unique amenity. Flagler had built this palace as a winter playground for 

Americaôs richest travelers, planting it right off the main line of his Florida East Coast 

Railway. If they so chose, his guests could conduct their private railway cars right up to 

the hotelôs entrance. 

     The 17 original guests must have had a good time, because Flagler expanded the hotel 

almost immediately after it was opened, increasing its capacity to 1,000 guests. The size 

of the structure was immense; the Royal Poinciana had over 3 miles of hallways. With the  

telephone still a rare luxury, hotel employees were obliged to carry messages between 

guest rooms and the front desk by bicycle. At one point the hotel was reputed to be the 

largest wooden structure in the world.  
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    Flagler spared little if any e xpense entertaining his wealthy patrons. Guests could play 

golf, swim in the pool, or listen to the orchestra, which played every day in the hotel 

pavilion. Guides took those inclined to fish out into the Atlantic, sometimes bringing in 

dozens of mackerel in a single dayôs catch.  Just in case some of the guests found all of 

this luxury a bit monotonous, the hotel staff occasionally planned special events. In one 

instance, pictured below, a parade of decorated boats was floated past the hotel for the 

amusem ent of its patrons.  

     To keep the sights, sounds, and smells of Palm Beach as clean as possible, the designers 

limited the presence of the railroad and automobiles. Also, hotel staff rarely used horses, 

mules, or other animals to transport supplies or people. The primary modes of 

transportation on Palm Beach for guests were bicycles and ñwheelchairs,ò pedicabs in our 

own parlance.  

    Running such a complex operation as the Royal Poinciana Hotel naturally required a 

large and varied labor force. By th e time the hotel was up and running Flagler had hired 

over a thousand workers. He built quarters for them across Lake Worth from the hotel in 

what is now called West Palm Beach. The employees used rowboats to get to and from 

work for each shift.  

    The Royal Poinciana commanded the high - end hospitality market in Palm Beach for a 

number of years, but even such a sprawling wilderness of luxury as this had its 

weaknesses. In 1925, the nearby Breakers Hotel burned and was rebuilt. Since it was 

newer and offered updated amenities, it drew many guests away from the Royal Poinciana. 

Furthermore, the Okeechobee Hurricane of 1928 badly damaged the north wing of the 

hotel, shifting part of it off its foundation. The arrival of the Great Depression in 1929 was 

t he final blow. The Royal Poinciana Hotel closed in 1934, and was torn down within a year.  

   The Royal Poinciana Hotel is just one of Floridaôs many historic hotels that have come 

and gone over the years.   
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The Palm Beach Post, Tuesday, November 27, 19 34  

TOWN COUNCIL TAKES NO ACTION RELATIVE  

TO HALTING ACTIVITY  

Razing Work on Hotel Must be Completed By Dec. 1, 1935  

     While ghosts of former days haunt the half - demolished rooms, once the scene of their 

gaieties, and souvenir hunters seek frantically for mementoes of the past, wreckers of the 

famous Royal Poinciana hotel are grappling with the problems of town ordinances and fire 

hazards.  

     Gauntly the half - razed timbers tower above the once noted ballrooms and Palm room, 

in which thous ands once danced year after year at George Washington' balls... Kitchens 

where meals were once prepared for the hundreds of guests gathering winter after winter 

at the hotel, are now in shambles... Porticoes under which notables strolled to enjoy the 

tropi cal mid - winter season are now toppling...   Within the week the entire south wing, 

first part of the famous structure to be built more than 40 years ago, will be down.   

     Pile after pile of Florida pine lumber, unharmed by termites, virtually as good as when 

it was nailed in place back in 1894, are now all that remains of many of the countless 

rooms that went   into making the Poinciana the largest frame building in the world....  

     One hundred and two men, largely assembled from the rolls of the county unemployed 

are engaged during the week in the gigantic task of razing the hotel.   But on Sundays, 

when work is at a standstill, the half - destroyed corridors again resound with the tramp of 

many feet.   Despite the efforts of the watchmen, always on guard, s ightseers pour through 

the buil - ding, hopping over debris, some merely out of curiosity, many trying to carry away 

some souvenir.   Nails,,, bed slats...planks... even part of an old rubber stamp found in a 

trash pile... are carted off to be proudly   exhibi ted as coming from the Poinciana.  

    The work on razing the Poinciana, which must be completed by December 1, 1935, is 

one - third finished, it was learned Monday from the office of Scott & Whittaker contractors.  

     Originally, it had been planned that th e labor should be stopped Dec - ember 1, to be 

resumed i the early spring.   However, in view of the problems involved in police and fire 

protection, there was some discussion of expediting the work or of lengthening the time 

of work.  

     It is understood that the contracting firm is now preparing to undertake inside work 

during the winter months, if possible, cleaning up the exterior to make the half razed 

building as unobjectionable as possible from an aesthetic standpoint.  

     No a ction has been taken to date from the Palm Beach town council on the question 

ofallowing work to  continue  this  winter.   James M. Owens  Jr.,  president  of  the  council,    
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Ques - tioned last night, stated  that he was of the opinion that as the cont ractors had not 

found it possible or advisable to double the crew and accelerate the rate of speed, the 

town would expect them to abide by the original agreement to stop work during the winter 

season.   He added that he did not believe there would be any ob jection to a continuance 

of work until Whitehall opened in early January, but, that if any protests were made about 

the noise, the work would have to cease.   The problem of fire and police protection for the 

property during the winter months would be up to  those in charge of the razing the 

councilman indicated.  

       The town council is to have a meeting Friday afternoon and it is possible that the 

question of work on the Poinciana may be discussed at that time.   It has never come before 

the council except  in an informal discussion some weeks ago, when the members took it 

under advisement.  
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The  Breakers  Hotel  

 
The current Breakers (shown here in the 1950s) opened in December 1926 and was built 

of reinforced concrete at a cost of seven million dollars. The Italian Renaissance design 

was inspired by the Villa Medici in Rome, and the hotel is noted for its sumptuous luxury.  

 

      

 

     Henry  Morrison  Flagler's  first  hotel  in  Palm  Beach  was  the  439 - room  Royal  Poinciana  

which  opened  in  1894.  It  was  called  the  "Queen  of  Winter  Resorts"  and  was  considered  

the  largest  resort  hotel  in  the  world.  In  order  to  build  the  Royal  Poinciana  and  the  Florida  

East  Coast  Railway  at  the  same  time,  black  workers  were  brought  from  the  Bahamas.  Th ey  

lived  in  a  segregated  camp,  called  the  "Styx"  without  running  water  and  electricity.  

 

     In  the  center  of  the  six - story  building  was  a  large  rotunda  from  which  ran  several  miles  

of  corridors.  There  were  lounges,  parlors,  drawing  rooms  and  a casino.  The  interiors  were  

designed  with  the  utmost  care  and  taste.  The  building  was  enlarged  in  1899  and  again  in  

1901.  The  hotel  was  the  center  of  social  activity  for  the  wealthy  and  fashionable.  

Approximately  1400  employees  were  on  duty  during  the  open  season,  u sually  from  

December  to  April.  In  addition  to  the  gala  annual  Washington  Birthday  Ball,  there  were  

cake  walks,  teas,  balls,  dances  and  expensive  catered  social  events.  Extensive  outdoor  

activities  included  two  18 - hole  golf  courses,  tennis  courts,  motor  boa ts,  wicker  wheel  

chairs,  bicycles  and  a mule - drawn  trolley  car  to  and  from  the  beach.  There  were  two  

swimming  pools,  one  with  "fresh"  sulphur  water  and  one  with  salt  water  from  the  ocean.  

 
    Unlike  his  hotels  in  St.  Augustine  which  were  built  of  stone  and  coquina,  Flagler  used  

wood  for  the  Royal  Poinciana.  In  season,  the  Royal  Poinciana  Hotel  employed  400  waiters,  

287  chambermaids;  it  had  a separate  dining  room  for  the  lower  echelons  of  hotel  staff,  

another  for  first  officers,  a third  dining  room  for  the  second  officers,  a fourth  for  servants  

of  the  guests,  and  a fifth  for  children.  The  staff  had  its  own  orchestra  for  their  dances  and   
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other  social  functions.  The  head  housekeeper  had  a  three - room  suite.  Outdoor  activities  

were  very  popular  at  the  Royal  Poinciana  including  golf,  tennis,  boating  and  fishing  and  

more.  In  an  unfortunate  manifestation  of  the  racism  of  the  day,  African  American  bicyclists  

pedaled  guests  seated  in  attached  wicker  chairs  called  "Afro - mobiles".  

 

     The  hotel  contained  a  spacious  dining  room,  fancy  shops  and  an  "Ask  Mr.  Foster"  travel  

office.  Outdoor  activities  included  ocean  swimming,  boating,  tennis,  golf  and  day  trips  on  

the  hotel's  houseboat.  The  hotel  was  so  popular  that  it  was  expanded  in  1 899,  1901  and  

1929  with  new  guestrooms,  dining  rooms  and  a new  greenhouse  restaurant.  Some  wealthy  

guests  arrived  in  their  own  private  Pullman  cars  which  housed  their  servants  during  the  

vacation.  

 

     The  hotel  had  the  back - of - the - house  boiler  rooms,  ge nerators,  kitchens,  laundry  and  

staff  housing  in  separate  buildings.  An  1894  souvenir  brochure  showed  the  layout  of  the  

laundry  and  praised  its  up - to - date  technology.  Advanced  techniques  were  also  evident  in  

the  unique  fire  escape  equipment.  Each  guestroom  was  equipped  with  a rope  ladder  that  

allowed  guests  to  be  lowered  mechanically  to  the  ground  level.  These  ladders  had  seats  

and  galvanized  fixtures  with  ladder  hooks.  

 

     After  Flagler  built  the  Royal  Poinciana;  he  became  a major  benefactor  of  the  area . He  

built  houses  for  his  employees,  contributed  to  public  funds  for  the  contribution  of  West  

Palm  Beach's  prominent  buildings.  He  gave  a  plot  of  lands  for  a municipal  cemetery.  He  

also  built  a  Catholic  Church  in  the  city  because  a large  number  of  his  empl oyees  were  

Catholics.  

 

     Flagler's  second  hotel  in  Palm  Beach  was  the  unpretentious  Palm  Beach  Inn,  about  a 

quarter  mile  east  of  the  Poinciana  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  which  was  built  as  an  annex  for  

bathers  and  swimmers.  It  became  as  popular  as  the  Poinc iana  with  its  name  changed  to  

the  Breakers  Hotel.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1903,  rebuilt  in  1906  and  destroyed  again  

by  fire  in  1925.  

 

     The  heirs  of  Henry  Morrison  Flagler  vowed  that  this  disaster  would  never  happen  again.  

They  engaged  the  architectural  firm  of  Schultze  &  Weaver  (who  later  designed  the  

Waldorf - Astoria,  the  Pierre  and  the  Sherry - Netherland  Hotels  in  New  York  City)  to  b uild  a  

concrete  structure  reinforced  with  eleven  hundred  tons  of  steel.  The  owners,  determined  

not  to  miss  the  upcoming  December - to - May  social  season,  employed  some  twelve  hundred  

construction  workers,  who  completed  the  hotel  in  less  than  a year.  Seventy - t wo  Italian  

artisans  were  imported  to  execute  the  paintings  on  the  ceilings  of  the  lobby  and  other  

first - floor  public  rooms.  From  its  opening  day,  December  29,  1926,  the  Breakers  was  the  

resort  hotel  of  choice  for  the  American  social  set,  who  arrived  in  pri vate  railroad  cars,  like  

a flock  of  exotic  birds  on  their  annual  migration  some  for  three - to - four  month  stays.  These  

wealthy  guests  were  accompanied  by  dozens  of  steamer  trunks,  gold - encrusted  jewelry  

cases,  lizard - encased  golf  clubs  and  a  retinue  of  serva nts  who  resided  in  tiny  cubicles  

equipped  with  call  bells  to  provide  their  employers  with  twenty - four - hour  access  to  their  

services.  

 

     Between  the  Royal  Poinciana  and  the  Palm  Beach  Inn,  Flagler  developed  a vast  park  

with  spectacular  landscaping  and  a miniature  railway  with  cars  pulled  by  donkeys.  

Serpentine   

 

     walkways  crossed  acres  of  lawn  and  intersected  with  hundreds  of  flower  beds  and  rows  

of  palm  trees  and  Australian  pines.  In  the  Roaring  Twenties,  gentlemen  drank  bootleg  gin  

and  smoked  cigar s in  a gallery  overlooking  the  Circle  Dining  Room.  Guests  danced  the   
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Charleston  until  dawn.  For  a  time,  a  three - to - seven  A.M.  "nightcap  breakfast"  was  served.  

But  with  the  stock  market  crash  of  1929,  the  Breakers'  popularity  began  to  wane.  During  

World  War  II  the  hotel  was  converted  to  a U.S.  Army  hospital.  The  Royal  Poinciana  was  

demolished  by  the  Flagler  System  in  1935.  

Breakers  #  1,  when  built,   was  originally  named  ñThe Palm  Beach  Innò 

 

 
 
                               

 

 

        

 

 

Breakers  #2    Burned  1925  

 
 
     
 



68  
   

 Following  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the  Breakers  struggled  to  regain  its  former  opulence.  

Every  spring  it  closed  its  doors,  the  windows  were  rubbed  with  soap  to  keep  out  the  sun,  

and  the  furniture  was  covered  with  sheets.  During  the  winter  season,  the  room - sized  safe,  

lined  with  boxes  that  once  held  an  emperor's  treasure  of  emeralds,  rubies  and  diamonds,  

stood  empty.  In  the  abandoned  gallery,  the  paintings  of  nymphs  on  the  ceiling  were  

peeling;  the  cracked  wall s still  reeked  of  stale  cigar  smoke.  By  1970,  in  an  effort  to  enter  

the  modern  world,  the  hotel  had  added  air - conditioning  and  convention  facilities,  but  it  

never  regained  its  former  glory  until  the  1990  renovations.  The  Breakers  has  long  been  

controlled  b y  the  Kenan  family,  relatives  of  Mary  Lily  Kenan,  the  third  wife  of  Henry  

Morrison  Flagler,  and  in  1990  they  finally  committed  $75  million  to  a complete  renovation.  

Among  the  more  recent  additions  are  the  Flagler  Club,  twenty - eight  deluxe  rooms  with  

specia l  services,  including  those  of  a dedicated  concierge.  There  are  fourteen  tennis  courts  

and  two  18 - hole  golf  courses.  (The  first,  completed  in  1896,  is  the  oldest  in  Florida).  The  

Beach  Club  has  a  massive  pool,  a  kiddie  pool,  beach  cabanas  and  an  outdoor  an d  an  indoor  

restaurant.  Personal  trainers,  fitness  classes  and  massage  are  available.  

 

     After  a $15 - million  beachfront  redevelopment  project,  the  Beach  Club  now  features  five  

pools,  four  whirlpool  spas,  expansive  pool  decks,  lush  tropical  landscaping,  and  lawn  

space;  a 6,000 - square  foot  rooftop  terrace,  20  private  luxury  beach  bungalows,  10  pool  

cabanas  for  daytime  rental,  with  a dedicated  staff  of  concierges;  a beach  gazebo;  and  two  

restaurants.  

 
                             The burning of the Breakers #2 in March, 1925  
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The burning of the Break er s #2 in March, 1925  

 

Flaglerôs First  Overseas  Railroad  was  in  Palm  Beach  
 

  By  Ginger  Pedersen  |  January  8,  2012  |  Buildings  &  Architecture  

 

     January  22,  2012  will  mark  the  100th  anniversary  of  Henry  M.  Flaglerôs ñOverseas 

Railroadò completion  and  itôs arrival  in  Key  West.  But  Flagler  had  built  a  tiny  overseas  

railroad  much  earlier,  right  here  in  Palm  Beach  at  the  Breakers  Hotel.  Flaglerôs first  hotel  

 

     in  Palm  Beach  was  the  Hotel  Royal  Poinciana,  which  opened  in  1894  and  was  expanded  

many  times.  His  second  hotel  was  originally  called  the  Palm  Beach  Inn,  and  was  located  

on  the  ocean,  whereas  the  Royal  Poinciana  was  located  on  Lake  Worth . Guests  would  ask  

if  they  could  book  rooms  ñover by  the  breakers,ò so  the  name  of  the  inn  was  changed  to  

The  Breakers.  

 

     The  research  for  this  blog  came  primarily  from  a Tequesta  historical  journal  article  

written  by  Sue  Pope  Burkhardt  entitled  The  Port  of  Palm  Beach:  The  Breakers  Pier  in  1973.  

She  was  married  to  Henry  Burkhardt,  one  of  the  original  Lake  Worth  region  pioneers.  At  

that  time  there  was  no  port  in  Palm  Beach;  consequently ,  

 Flagler  decided  to  build  not  only  a freight  port,  but  also  a  pass enger  port  which  allowed  

guests  to  board  or  disembark  from  steamers.  The  steamers,  part  of  the  Palm  Beach - Nassau  

Steamship  Line,  offered  tourists  direct  passage  to  Flaglerôs hotel  in  Nassau,  the  Royal  

Victorian.  

 

      In  1895  Captain  J.  D.  Ross  was  commi ssioned  to  build  the  pier  of  concrete,  wood  and  

steel,  which  when  finished  was  1,005  feet  long,  almost  1/5  of  a  mile.  The  train  would  

travel  across  Lake  Worth  and  Palm  Beach,  and  terminate  on  the  Breakers  Pier,  where  

passengers   

 

 

http://www.palmbeachpast.org/author/reutlingen/
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then  boarded  steamers  to  the  Bahamas.  Steamships  carrying  cargo  also  docked  at  the  pier,   
and  offloaded  much  of  the  material  that  was  used  to  build  the  original  Breakers  hotel,  which  burned  
in  1903.  
 

     The  use  of  the  pier  as  a railway  was  short - lived.  By  the  time  Flagler  had  built  his  

magnificent  residence  Whitehall,  the  train  had  ceased  its  run  to  the  pier.  The  train  was  

moved  to  the  north  end  of  the  Hotel  Royal  Poinciana,  which  became  the  new  termination  

point  of  the  railway.  The  Nassau  steamships  the n  began  to  run  from  the  Port  of  Miami  over  

to  the  Bahamas.  The  Breakers  Pier  then  started  a new  life  as  a  fishing  and  strolling  pier,  

where  guests  enjoyed  views  of  the  coast  line.  Fishing  was  great  at  that  time,  being  so  

close  to  the  Gulfstream  and  its  war m  waters  and  not  subject  to  todayôs pollution  and  

overfishing.  

 

     Boats  and  yachts  continued  to  dock  at  the  pier,  including  Admiral  George  Dewey  and  

his  flagship  Mayflower.  There  was  even  a  fear  at  one  time  during  the  Spanish - American  

War  that  the  Florida  coast  might  be  invaded,  so  the  Coast  Guard  was  stationed  on  t he  pier.  

Mrs.  Burkhardt  even  relates  that  Springfield  rifles  were  distributed  to  each  household  as  

a civil  defense  precaution.  

 

     The  pier  was  severely  damaged  in  the  1928  hurricane,  and  was  demolished  a few  years  

later.  I  wondered  if  anything  was  left  from  the  pier,  so  I  walked  there  from  Clarkeôs beach  

at  low  tide.  I  knew  where  the  pier  was  based  on  aerial  photography,  which  still  shows  a 

long  dark  streak  underwater  where  the  pier  was  located.  I  also  determined  its  location  

from  looking  at  a 1920  Sanb orn  map  of  the  Breakers  Hotel.  

     There  indeed  was  an  old  bulkhead,  still  visible  on  the  shoreline  with  bolts  intact,  

probably  of  stainless  steel  to  still  be  so  shiny.  The  dark  streak  is  still  clearly  visible  under  

the  water  where  the  pier  was  located,  even  visible  from  shore.  As  I  was  there,  a group  of  

snorkelers  led  by  a  Breakers  hotel  employee  were  just  emerging  from  the  surf.  
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Whitehall  Hotel  

 
     Long  after  the  death  of  Henry  Flagler  in  1913,  his  residence,  Whitehall,  received  a  ten -

story  addition  that  opened  as  the  Whitehall  Hotel  on  New  Year's  Eve,  1927.   The  Post  

described  its  atmosphere  as  an  "apartment  hotel"  and  more  formal  than  the  Royal  

Poinciana  Hotel,  with  dining  and  dancing  in  its  beauti ful  Jardin  Royal  by  the  lake.   When  

Flagler's  heirs  converted  Whitehall  to  the  Flagler  Museum,  most  of  the  additions  were  

demolished.  

 

     Several  new  hotels  had  opened  before  the  hurricanes  of  1926  and  1928  struck.  Even  

before  the  stock  market  crash  of  1929,  several  declared  bankruptcy,  searched  for  new  

investors,  or  changed  names  and  management.  Others  were  sold,  including  the  Whitehall  

Hotel  in  June  1929,  for  $2,600  plus  its  $3  million  of  debt.  

 

     Although  still  operating,  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Ra ilway  declared  bankruptcy  in  1930.  

The  same  year,  a  new  depot  was  built  for  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway,  which  followed  

Seaboard  into  bankruptcy  in  1931.  Both  companies  were  managed  by  court - appointed  

receivers  for  many  years.  Despite  all  these  problems , the  private  sector  in  Palm  Beach  

continued  to  build  new  houses.  

 

 

WHITEHALL  ï THE  FLAGLER  HOME  
 
     Whitehall  is  a 75 - room  Gilded  Age  mansion  open  to  the  public  in  Palm  Beach,  Florida  in  

the  United  States . Completed  in  1902,  it  is  a  major  example  of  neoclassical  Beaux  Arts  

architecture  designed  by   Carrère  and  Hastings  for  Henry  Flagler , a  leading  captain  of  

industry   in   the   late   19th  century,   and   a  leading   developer   of   Florida   as  a  tour ist   

destination.  The  building  is  listed  a  National  Historic  Landmark . It  now  houses  the  Flagler  

Museum,  named  after  its  builder.  
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Henry  Flagler , one   of   the   founders   of   Standard  Oil ,  built  Whitehall  for  his  third  wife,  

Mary  Lily  Kenan.   The  site  of  the  home  was  purchased  for  $50,000  in  1893  (as  of  2010  that  

would  be  $1,197,562.39)  by  Flagler;  later  surveyed  for  construction  in  July  1900  and  the  

home  completed  in  time  for  Flagler  and  his  wife  to  move  in  on  February  6,  1902.   

 

 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Henry  Flagler , one   of   the   founders   of   Standard  Oil , built  Whitehall  for  his  third  wife,  

Mary  Lily  Kenan.   The  site  of  the  home  was  purchased  for  $50,000  in  1893  (as  of  2010  that  

would  be  $1,197,562.39)  by  Flagler;  later  surve yed  for  construction  in  July  1900  and  the  

home  completed  in  time  for  Flagler  and  his  wife  to  move  in  on  February  6,  1902.   

  

 

    The  architects  were  Carrère  and  Hastings , who  had  earlier  designed  the  Ponce  de  Leon  

Hotel  and  several  other  buildings  in  St.  Augustine  for  Flagler.  Whitehall  was  to  be  a winter  

residence,  and  Henry  gave  it  to  Mary  Lily  as  a  wedding  present.  They  would  travel  to  Palm  

Beach  each  year  in  one  of  their  own  private  railcars,  one  of  which  was  No.  91.  

 

     Flagler  died  of  injuries  sustained  in  falling  down  a flight  of  marble  stairs  at  Whitehall  

in  1913,  at  the  age  of  83.  Mary  Lily  died  four  years  later,  and  the  home  was  devised  to  her  

niece  Louise  Clisby  Wise  Lewis,  who  sold  the  property  to  investors.   

 

     They  constructed  a 300 - room,  ten - story  addition  to  the  west  side  of  the  building,  

obliterating  Mr.  Flagler's  offices,  the  housekeeper's  apartment,  and  altering  the  original   

kitchen  and  pantry  area.   Carrere  and  Hastings  were  the  architects  of  the  19 25  

reconstruction.  In  1939  it  was  described  as  a  $4,000,000  building  and  Palm  Beachôs 

second - largest  hotel.   In  1959,  the  site  was  saved  from  demolition  by  one  of  Henry  

Flagler's  granddaughters  Jean  Flagler  Matthews . She  established  the  Henry  Morrison  

Flagler  Museum  non - profit  corporation,  which  purchased  the  building  in  1959,  opening  it  

as  a  museum  in  1960.   
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The  upper  ten  stories  of  the  hotel  addition  were  demolished  in  1963  in  preparing  the  

museum  for  the  public.  

 

     Today,  Whitehall  is  a National  Historic  Landmark  and  is  open  to  the  pu blic  as  the  Flagler  

Museum,  featuring  guided  tours,  changing  exhibits,  and  special  programs.  It  also  hosts  a 

variety  of  local  galas  and  balls  throughout  the  year.  The  Museum  is  located  at  Cocoanut  

Row  and  Whitehall  Way,  Palm  Beach.  

 

     When  it  was  compl eted  in  1902,  Whitehall  was  hailed  by  the  New  York  Herald  as  "more  

wonderful  than  any  palace  in  Europe,  grander  and  more  magnificent  than  any  other  private  

dwelling  in  the  world."  It  was  designed  in  the  Beaux  Arts  style;  meant  to  rival  the  

extravagant  mansions  in  Newport,  Rho de  Island .  

 

     Distinct  from  these  northern  homes,  Whitehall  had  no  outbuildings  or  subsidiary  

structures.  Nor  had  it  elaborately  planned  or  cultivated  gardens.  Plants,  flowers,  trees  and  

shrubs  were  allowed  to  grow  unaided.  

 

     The  mansion  is  built  around  a large  open - air  central  courtyard  and  is  modeled  after  

palaces  in  Spain  and  Italy.  Three  stories  tall  with  several  wings,  the  mansion  has  fifty - five  

fully  restored  rooms  furnished  with  period  pieces.  These  rooms  are  large  with  marble  

floors,  walls  and  columns,  murals  on  the  ceilings,  and  heavy  gilding  

 

     Officially  opened  February  4,  2005,  the  $4.5 - million  Flagler  Kenan  Pavilion  is  the  first  

addition  to  the  property  since  1925.   The  8,100 - square - foot  (750  m2)  pavilion  i s named  

after  the  mogul  and  William  R.  Kenan,  Jr. ,  Flaglerôs engineer,  friend  and  brother - in - law.  It  

was  designed  in  the  Beaux - Arts  manner  by  Jeffery  W.  Smith  of  Palm  Beach - bas ed  Smith  

Architectural  Group,  Inc.  and  took  almost  four  years  to  build.   
 

     The  featured  display  in  this  pavilion  is  Flagler's  restored  No.  91  rail  car.  It  also  houses  

the  seasonal  Pavilion  Café.  

                                                                 WHITEHALL  -  TODAY  
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Henry Morrison Flagler  
 

(Bio from Flagler Museum ï Palm Beach)  

 

     Henry Morrison Flagler was born on 

January 2, 1830 in Hopewell, New York, to 

Reverend and Mrs. Isaac Flagler. At the age 

of 14, after completing the eighth grade, 

Flagler moved to Bellevue, Ohio where he 

found work with his cousins in the grain 

store of L. G. Harkness and Company, at a 

salary of $5 per month plus room and board.  

 

     In 1852 Henry Flagler became a partner 

in the newly organized D. M. Harkness and 

Company with his half - brother, Dan 

Harkness. The following year, on Nov - ember 

9, he married Ma ry Harkness. They had three 

children, Jennie Louise, Carrie, Henry 

Harkness. Unfortunately, only Henry 

Harkness would survive to have children, 

one of which would later establish the 

Flagler Museum.  

 

     In 1862, Henry Flagler and his brother -

in - law, Ba rney York, founded the Flagler and York Salt Company, a salt mining business in 

Saginaw, Michigan. When the Civil War 

ended however, salt, which had been in 

heavy use as preservative by the Union 

Army, was no longer in high demand and 

Flagler and York Salt  Company collapsed. 

Heavily in debt, Flagler returned to 

Bellevue, Ohio -  his initial investment of 

$50,000 and an additional $50,000 he had 

borrowed from his father - in - law and Dan 

Harkness were lost.  

 

     The next year Flagler re - entered the 

grain busin ess as a commission merchant 

and paid back the money he had borrowed 

for the salt business. During this time, 

Flagler became acquainted with John D. 

Rocke - feller, who worked as a commission 

agent with Hewitt and Tuttle for the 

Harkness Grain Company. Durin g the mid 

1860s, Cleveland was quickly developing as 

the center of the oil refining industry in 

America and Rockefeller decided to leave 

the grain business to start his own oil 

refinery. In need of capital for his new 

venture, Rockefeller approached Henry 

Flagler, with whom he had business 

dealings for many years. Flagler secured  
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$100,000 from a relative on the condition that he be made a partner owning 25% of the 

shares in the new company of Rockefeller, Andrews and Flagler. On January 10, 1870, t he 

Rockefeller, Andrews and Flagler partnership was organized as a joint - stock corporation 

named Standard Oil. In just two years Standard Oil became the leader in the American oil 

refining industry, producing 10,000 barrels per day. Five years later Standa rd Oil moved 

its headquarters to New York City, and the Flaglers moved to their new home at 509 Fifth 

Avenue in New York City.  

 

     In 1878, Flagler's wife, Mary, who had always struggled with health problems, became 

very ill. On the advice from Mary's physician, she and Flagler visited Jacksonville, Florida 

for the winter. Unfortunately, Mary did not recover. She died on May 18, 1881 at age 47, 

leaving Henry Flagler with a young son to raise alone. Two years after Mary's death, Flagler 

married Ida Alice Shourds. Soon after their wedding, the couple traveled to St. Augustine, 

Florida, which they found charming but lacking in adequate ho tel facilities and transport -

ation systems. Flagler believed that Florida had the potential to attract large numbers of 

tourists. Though Flagler remained on the Board of Directors of Standard Oil, he gave up 

his day - to - day involvement in the corporation in  order to pursue his interests in Florida. 

He returned to St. Augustine in 1885 and began construction of the 540 - room Hotel Ponce 

de Leon. Realizing the 

importance of a transport -

tation system to support his 

hotel ventures, Flagler 

purchased the Jacksonville, 

St. Augustine & Halifax Rail -

road, the first railroad in 

what would eventually 

become the Florida East 

Coast Railway system.  
 

     The Hotel Ponce de Leon 

opened January 10, 1888 

and was an instant success. 

Two years later, Flagler 

expanded his Florida hold -

ings, building a railroad 

bridge across the St. Johns 

River to gain access to the 

southern half of the state. 

Flagler began building a 

hotel empire by purchasing 

the Hotel Ormond, just north 

of Daytona. In 1894 Flagler built the Hotel Roya l Poinciana on the shores of Lake Worth in 

Palm Beach and extended his railroad further south to West Palm Beach. The Hotel Royal 

Poinciana soon be - came the largest resort in the world.  

 

     In 1896 Flagler built the Palm Beach Inn (later renamed The Bre akers in 1901) over -

looking the Atlantic Ocean in Palm Beach.  

 

     Probably in the late 1880s, Henry Flagler first began to think about ultimately extending 

his railroad and hotel system all the way to Key West. However, the timing of his plans 

were acce lerated somewhat when the severe freezes of 1894 and 1895 affected the area 

around Palm Beach but not the settlement known today as Miami, about sixty miles further 

south. Julia Tuttle, the Florida East Coast Canal and Transportation Company, and the 

Bosto n and Florida Atlantic Coast Land Company, each offered Flagler land to bring his 

railroad further south, which he set about doing immediately.  
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     Flagler's railroad, renamed the Florida East Coast Railway in 1895, reached Biscayne 

Bay by 1896. Flagler dredged a channel, built streets, instituted the first water and power 

systems, and financed the town's first newspaper, the Metropolis. When the town 

incorporated in 1896, its citizens wanted to honor the man responsible for its growth by 

naming i t "Flagler." He declined the honor, persuading them instead to use an old Indian 

name for the river the settlement was built around, Miama or Miami. A year later, Flagler 

opened the exclusive Hotel Royal Palm in Miami.  

 

     Flagler's railroad, renamed th e Florida East Coast Railway in 1895, reached Biscayne 

Bay by 1896 Flagler dredged a channel, built streets, instituted the first water and power 

systems, and financed the town's first newspaper, the Metropolis. When the town inc o r -

porated in 1896, its cit izens wanted to honor the man responsible for its growth by naming 

it "Flagler." He declined the honor, persuading them instead to use an old Indian name for 

the river the settlement was built around, Miama or Miami. A year later, Flagler opened 

the exclus ive Hotel Royal Palm in Miami.  

 

     Flagler lost his second wife, Ida Alice, to mental illness, which she suffered from for 

many years. Ida Alice finally had to be institutionalized in 1895. On August 24, 1901, 

Flagler married for the third time, to Mary  Lily Kenan. Built as a wedding present to Mary 

Lily in 1902 and designed by architects John Carrère and Thomas Hastings, Whitehall 

became the Flagler's winter 

home. With more than 

100,000 square feet and 75 -

plus rooms, Whitehall was 

described in 1902 by t he New 

York Herald as, "... more 

wonderful than any palace in 

Europe, grander and more 

magnificent than any other 

private dwelling in the 

world."  
 

     Probably since the late 

1880s, Henry Flagler has 

been considering extending 

his railroad and hotel system 

all the way to Key West. In 

1905, when the United States 

took on the Panama Canal 

Project, Flagler decided that 

it was finally time to extend 

the rail road to Key West, adding 156 miles of track, mostly over water. He named the 

extension to Key West the Over - Sea Rail - road. At the time, Key West was one of Florida's 

most populated cities, and would become the United States' closest, deep water port to 

the  Panama Canal. Flagler hoped to take advantage of additional trade with Cuba and Latin 

America as well as the increased trade with the West that the Pan - ama Canal would bring. 

In 1912, the Over - Sea Railroad to Key West was completed. It was the most ambiti ous 

engineering feat ever undertaken by a private citizen. Henry Flagler arrived in Key West 

on January 22nd to be greeted by thousands of grateful citizens and a week of 

celebrations.  
 

     A little more than a year later, Flagler fell down a flight of s tairs at White - hall. He never 

recovered from the fall, and died of his injuries on May 20, 1913, at 83 years of age. He  
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was  laid to rest in St. Augustine alongside his 

daughters, Jennie Louise and Carrie, and his 

first wife, Mary Harkness.  

 
     Following an amazing career as a founding 

partner and "the brains" behind Standard Oil, 

which was the largest and most profitable 

co rporation in the world for more than a 

century, Henry Flagler invested himself in the 

development of Florida. During the next 

quarter century, he literally invented modern 

Florida. The transportation infrastructure and 

the tourism and agricultural industri es he 

established remain, even today, the very 

foundation of Florida's economy, while the 

building of the Over - Sea Railroad remains the 

most ambitious engineering feat ever 

undertaken by a private citizen. When Henry 

Flagler began his work in Florida, it w as 

perhaps the poorest state in the Union. Today, 

thanks in large part to Henry Flagler, Florida is 

the third largest state in the Union with an 

economy larger than 90% of the world's 

nations. Indeed, no individual has had a 

greater or more lasting impact on a state than 

Henry Flagler has had in Florida.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
           H. M. Flaglerôs Hotel  -  St. Augustine, Florida  
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THE TRAGIC MISTRESS OF WHITEHALL  
 

By: STUART MCIVERSUN -

SENTINEL July 2, 1989  

 

 

     FAR FROM WHITEHALL, HER 

OPU - LENT Palm Beach mansion, 

Mary Lily Kenan Flagler Bingham, 

the world's richest woman, lay in 

her coffin in the Kenan family plot 

at Oakdale Cemetery in Wilming -

ton, N.C. She had been dead less 

than two months, but her uneasy 

peace was abo ut to be violated 

again.  

 

     In the soft twilight of Sept. 17, 

1917, the guards hired to protect 

her grave greeted two of her 

brothers, a team of doctors led by 

Dr. Charles Norris, director of New 

York's Bellevue Hospital Labora -

tories, and several ceme tery 

workers. With shovels, spades and 

mining picks, the workers dug 

down six feet in the soft earth until 

they reached the coffin.  

 

     Darkness fell and still the men 

struggled with their task. At 

midnight the coffin was finally 

hoisted up from the gra ve and 

carried to the cemetery lodge.  

 

     Immediately, physicians and pathologists began the grisly autopsy. Using microscopes 

and chemical tests, they studied slices of Mary Lily's liver, kidneys and intestines. At 3 

a.m., they had seen enough to tell her brothers, Will and Graham Kenan, the ugly  truth.  

 

     Mary Lily's body had contained "enormous amounts" of morphine, accumulated over 

many months, as well as traces of injected adrenaline and heavy metal poisons, such as 

arsenic, and possibly mercury. Everyone agreed that, pending further tests , the results 

were to be kept secret.  

 

It didn't happen that way.  
  

     Within 48 hours the New York American had run a streamer across the top of its front 

page --  MRS. BINGHAM WAS DRUGGED!  

 

     And within days, papers across the country were filled w ith stories of the scandal. Had 

Mary Lily taken the drugs herself? Or had the wife of Robert Worth Bingham, of Louisville, 

Ky., been murdered?  
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     It was her fabulous wealth that 

spawned the tragedy of Mary Lily, the soft -  

spoken widow of Henry Flagler. Shenani -

gans with a will, ugly rumors and the 

damning report of one of America's 

leading detective agencies all added up to 

the overpowering suspicion that Mary Lily 

had not met her death on July 27, 1917, 

from natural causes.  

 

     IT HAD BEGUN 26 YEARS EARLIER, IN 

1891, when Henry Morrison Flagler, the 

uncrowned "king" of Florida, who had 

made a vast fortune as a founding partner 

of Standard Oil of Ohio, met Mary Lily 

Kenan at the home of mutual friends in 

Newport, R.I.  

 

     He was 61; s he was 23. He was 

instantly attracted to her --  and it wasn't 

hard to see why.  

 

     Contemporaries described Mary Lily as 

"a strikingly beautiful young woman," the 

pride of a prominent North Carolina family. 

Her petite hour - glass figure, 105 pounds 

on a voluptuous 5 - foot - 1 body, caught the 

eye of many men, as did her thick dark hair 

and blue eyes. A warm, friendly, poised 

manner added to her charm.  

 

     When Flagler met his Southern belle, 

his marriage to Alice, his second wife, was 

falling apart. Alice  was careening toward insanity, and Flagler's doctor had recently 

warned him that it was no longer safe to share a bedroom with a wife who was showing 

homicidal tendencies.  

 

     Flagler found himself growing more and more attracted to Mary Lily. He sent a special 

train to Wilmington, N.C., so she could visit him at his palatial Ponce de Leon Hotel in St. 

Augustine. At first it was platonic. Henry still had a wife as well as a New York mistress. 

But along the way the relationship heated up. Press reports t itillated the public with 

snippets about the May - December romance between the Southern belle and the wealthy 

tycoon whose Florida East Coast Railway was transforming the desolate east coast of 

Florida into America's favorite winter resort.  

 

     The Kenan  family was shocked, not so much by the affair as by the unwelcome publicity. 

They demanded to know Flagler's intentions.  

  

     Flagler assured them that he would take care of Mary Lily, whether he obtained a 

divorce or not. As a token of his affections, he presented her with jewelry worth $1 million, 

and another $1 million in Standard Oil stock. He also instructed his architects to design a 

magnificent  Palm  Beach  mansion  for her. Next,  he set about  seeking a  divorce. His 

first move came in April, 1 899. Since insanity was not grounds for divorce in New York  
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State, he made Florida his legal residence. Insanity was not legal grounds for divorce in 

Florida either, but Flagler figured he could change the rules more easily in a state he 

practical ly owned.  

 

     Sure enough, two years later a bill was introduced into the Florida Legislature making 

"incurable insanity" grounds for divorce. Two and a half weeks later it sped through the 

Legislature and was signed into law by Gov. William Jennings. R umors quickly spread that 

Flagler had "bought" the Legislature. Nothing was proved at the time, but 70 years later 

it was discovered that the price he had paid to members of the 1901 Legislature was 

$125,000. The "Flagler Divorce" law, used only by the gre at man himself, was repealed in 

1905. Two months after the bill became law, Flagler obtained his divorce from Alice, who 

was now confined to a sanitarium. He gave her securities and properties worth $2.3 

million, which, when she died in 1930, had grown to $15.2 million.  

 

     TEN DAYS AFTER THE DIVORCE, Henry married Mary Lily at the Kenan family's ances -

tral home, Liberty Hall , at Kenansville, near Wilmington. A special train carried some 20 

wedding guests, a 15 - piece orchestra and a team of Baltimore chefs to a nearby station. 

Carriages then transported them eight miles to Liberty Hall over a road Flagler had built 

for the occ asion. The 72 - year - old groom's wedding gifts to his 34 - year - old bride were a 

$500,000 pearl necklace, a check for $1 million, and $2 million in bonds. For their honey -

moon they left the steamy August heat of North Carolina for Flagler's summer home at 

Mama roneck, N.Y. At Mary Lily's insistence the tycoon scrapped his earlier plans for a 

mansion for her. Instead, work began on a Southern - style palace in Palm Beach, complete 

with columns. Mary Lily would name it "Whitehall, a house of marble."  

 

     Lavishly furnished, the $4 million palace was opened on Jan. 26, 1902. Upstairs were 

14 guest suites, each designed to represent a different epoch in world history. The modern 

American room boasted Florida's first twin beds. Arthur Spalding, the organist a t 

Whitehall, described life at the palace in letters to his sister:  

 

     "The more I see of Mrs. Flagler the better I like her and she is not at all the kind of 

woman I was prepared to see. Of course she is not perfect any more than the rest of us 

are, b ut there is nothing snobbish about her. If you treat her well and don't appear to be 

using her for what you can get, you can't ask for better treatment than she will give you 

in return."  

 

     Mary Lily accompanied Flagler on business trips to Havana and Nassau, and it became 

obvious that he was finding it difficult to keep up with her swifter social pace. Still, his 

love for her remained undiminished to the end. With his final anniversary gift to her in 

1912 he included a particularly touching note:  

 

     "To my darling wife, in loving remembrance of the day you became my wife and the 

many happy days you have given to me since our marriage. May the dear Lord reward you 

for what you have done for me."  

 

     The "old man," as he was called around Palm Beac h, stayed busy to the end of his life. 

Much of his energy went into what many thought was the impossible task of extending his 

railroad across the Florida Keys. In late 1903 he gave his famous order: "Go ahead. Go to 

Key West."  

 

     Built across the Keys  at a cost of $50 million and more than a hundred lives, the 

railroad reached Key West on Jan. 22, 1912. It proved to be the last major triumph in the 

old man's life. In March 1913, he fell down the stairs at Whitehall and broke his hip. At 

83, he was too old to fight off complications from the injury. Two months later, on May  
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20, he died in one of his beachfront cottages. Mary Lily was at his side. On that day Mary 

Lily Flagler became the world's richest woman.  

 

     Her husband had left her cash,  stock, properties and companies valued at more than 

$100 million, the equivalent today of about $6 billion. In Florida alone she now owned the 

Florida East Coast Railway; the Model Land Company, which held four million acres of land; 

11 Florida hotels; th e East Coast Steamship Company; the Miami Electric Company, which 

later became Florida Power & Light; two water companies, and three daily news - papers, 

including the Miami Herald. But in that spring of 1913, two deaths many miles apart 

doomed Mary Lily. On e at Whitehall made her a widow; one in Louisville made Robert 

Bingham a widower. Only a month after Flagler's accident, Eleanor Bingham, Bob 

Bingham's wife, was killed in Louisville. A car in which she was riding stalled at a  crossing 

and was hit by a tro lley car. The paths of Mary Lily and Robert Bingham were destined to 

cross soon afterward --  and not for the first time. For him it would mean wealth, power 

and fame. For her it would mean a horrendous death.  

 

     ROBERT'S ANCESTOR, William Bingham, had come to North Carolina from Ireland in 

1791. Ten years later he accepted a post at the state university in Chapel Hill. Soon after, 

he was forced out because of his pro - British views. His principal foe was General Ja mes 

Kenan, a university trustee and Revolutionary War hero. For the next century the Bing -

hams and the Kenans would clash often. Robert Worth Bingham was born in November, 

1871. At the age of 16 he became the fourth generation of his family to enroll at Ch apel 

Hill, just 20 miles from his home.  

 

     "He was the handsomest man I ever saw," recalled a former classmate. "All the women 

loved him and all the men admired him. He was the social lion of our day."  

 

     At a dance in 1890 --  just one year before she met Henry Flagler --  Mary Lily Kenan and 

Bob Bingham met and began an affair. The attraction was physical: handsome Bob, 

voluptuous Mary Lily. And perhaps the old feud between their families may have kindled 

the extra excitement of the forbidden. The t wo became lovers, but once again the family 

feud came between them. It is not clear what happened, but Bingham left school, 

apparently forced out by the powerful Kenan family. Against her family's wishes, Mary Lily 

continued to see him occasionally after h e enrolled at the University of Virginia. Then Bob's 

father moved the family's prestigious Bingham School, the oldest prep school in the South, 

200 miles west to Asheville, in the North Carolina mountains. There Bob met a gorgeous 

and wealthy brunette vaca tioning from Kentucky. In May 1896, Bob married Eleanor 

"Babe" Miller and moved to Louisville. Bingham plunged into the practice of law --  and into 

the corrupt world of Kentucky politics. He was elected county attorney, and appointed 

mayor of Louisville an d later a judge in the county circuit court. Arrogance and shady deals 

doomed his first efforts at politics.  
 

     Sometime around 1904, Bingham became friends with Dr. Walter Fisk Boggess, a 

pediatrician, and Dr. Michael Leo Ravitch, a Russian - born dermatologist. Despite his 

political troubles, Bingham still had the advantage of a marriage into a wealthy family. 

This benefit declined after Eleanor's death, particularly after her mother learned of his 

improprieties in the handling of collateral for one of the family businesses.  

 

     In the meantime, however, Bingham had run up huge debts through failed political 

ventu res and bad investments. Louisville banks began to press him for payment. He told 

the bankers he had no money, but that he might obtain help through an old friend, Mary 

Lily Flagler, now America's wealthiest widow. In the summer of 1915, Mary Lily was 

stay ing in Asheville at the Grove Park Inn, so Asheville was where Bingham headed. But 

once he was on the scene it appears that Mary Lily may have become the huntress. Says 

Tom Kenan, the family historian:  "The Grove Park Inn in Asheville is where she re - stru ck  
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her acquaintance with Bob Bingham. She was utterly lonely and she probably forced the 

play. She was a powerhouse."  

 

     The two years since Flagler's death had not been kind to Mary Lily. At 48, graying hair 

topped a face marked with worry lines. It was said that she drank too much bourbon and 

even laudanum, a form of opium. Bingham brought back a sense of joy and excitemen t to 

her life. She saw him at her apartment in New York's Plaza Hotel, at her mansion in 

Mamaroneck, at White Sulphur Springs, W.Va., and at Louisville. She even opened 

Whitehall again in February 1916, for the first time since Henry's death.  

 

     Family  and Flagler business associates warned her that Bingham was a fortune hunter. 

But Mary Lily was a lonely woman and Bob Bingham had always been a lady - killer. Late in 

1916, Mary Lily and Bingham decided to marry. Under intense family and business 

pressure,  they agreed to a will in which he waived his claims to her fortune.  

 

     Stories of the romance filled the nation's social columns, and Bingham found his image 

was improving. Instead of a sleazy politician, he was now presented, even in the staid 

New Yo rk Times, as a leading reform mayor rather than as a man forced out of office by a 

cleanup campaign. The wedding was held on Nov. 15, 1916. Mary Lily gave Bingham a 

$50,000 certified check. He gave her nothing.  

 

     A FEW WEEKS LATER, MARY LILY'S Lawyers  informed her that under Kentucky law, the 

will excluding Bob from her estate was invalid. When a new one was drawn up conforming 

to Kentucky law, Bingham again agreed to a waiver that excluded him. Meanwhile, Mary 

Lily had cleared up his enormous debts an d given him $700,000 in Standard Oil stock, 

which provided him with an annual income of $50,000. Things soon began to go wrong. 

Bingham's three children, aged 10 to 19, treated their stepmother coldly, a disheartening 

development for a warm and friendly wo man. Bingham's daughter even spied on her and 

told her father that his new wife was a drug addict. In late December, Mary Lily's health 

began to deteriorate. She complained of chest pains, Bingham said later. To treat a woman 

who could af f or d  the best of everything, he called not a renowned heart specialist, but 

instead his old friend, the second - rate dermatologist, Dr. Ravitch.  

 

     That winter, when Mary Lily ordered Whitehall to be opened for the Easter holidays, 

Bob's children refused to  go. He sided with them and a distraught Mary Lily closed 

Whitehall, canceled all the Palm Beach parties she had planned, and spent the holidays 

instead in the cold, unfriendly world of Louisville.  

 

     By late May, Dr. Ravitch had been brought in as a h ouse guest. His job was to keep Mary 

Lily under 24 - hour sedation. She needed to be totally pacified --  and Bob needed her 

signature on a change in her will. He had learned he could purchase the Louisville Courier -

Journal and Times for $1 million. He figure d he could raise 60 percent of that amount by 

selling the securities Mary Lily had given him; the rest he could borrow only if her will 

listed him as the beneficiary of at least part of her vast fortune. Apparently, he had no 

plans to kill her, just to gai n the additional leverage that a place in her will would give him.  

As treatment for her chest pains, Dr. Ravitch began giving Mary Lily shots of morphine. 

These were gradually increased until she became addicted. To draw up a codicil to the will, 

Bingham needed a lawyer he could control, one who would not be suspicious of a change 

signed by a woman under the influence of drugs. He picked an old college friend, Dave 

Davies, whom he knew would trust him if he explained that his wife's dazed condition was 

due  to a serious medical problem. On June 19, 1917, Mary Lily agreed to meet with Davies 

at Dr. Ravitch's office. There she told him she did not want the Flagler trustees or her 

brother, Will, to know about the codicil, a secret handwritten paper she had brou ght with 

her. It stated:  
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"...I give and bequeath to my husband, R.W. Bingham, $5 million to be absolutely his..."  

 

     It was signed by Mary Lily Bingham and witnessed by Davies and Ravitch. The codicil 

was not filed at the courthouse, and remained a closely guarded secret. For his part in the 

conspiracy, Ravitch was paid $50,000.  
 

     AFTER THE SIGNING, MARY LILY Virtu ally vanished from sight. Bingham on the other 

hand was seen everywhere, busy politicking at meetings and rallies.  

 

     The couple spent the summer in the sweltering heat of Louisville, not at the comfortable 

waterfront mansion at Mamaroneck. Then on a d ay in July when the temperature soared 

to 102, Mary Lily tried to relax in a cool bath. An hour later a worried maid found her 

draped over the side of the tub, unconscious. Ravitch, the dermatologist, was called. 

Suspecting a heart attack, he called in ano ther old friend of Bingham's, the pediatrician 

Dr. Boggess, who brought along a young laboratory pathologist. Not one of the team was 

qualified to treat or even to diagnose heart disease. The morphine injections continued, 

and two nurses were fired when th ey protested the dosage. Mary Lily's condition grew 

worse. Bob Bingham released statements to the press, hammering away at the theme of 

heart disease. On the morning of July 27, 1917, Mary Lily went into a fit. At 3:10 p.m., she 

died while experiencing con vulsions.  

 

     A vague death certificate listed the cause of death as oedema, or swelling of the brain, 

with myocarditis, a heart condition, as a contributing cause. Her coffin was placed in her 

private railroad car and taken by train to Wilmington, N.C.  She was buried in the family 

plot at Oakdale Cemetery.  

 

     Mary Lily left an estate valued at roughly $150 million. Her will was filed in the Florida 

courts. Then, in August, Bingham filed the secret codicil with the Louisville court. The 

Kenans and th e trustees wondered if there would be more secret thunderbolts. Would 

Bingham take over the Flagler System or possibly assume a prominent role with Standard 

Oil?  
 

     Soon the word was out. The Kenans would contest the secret codicil.  

 

     They revealed that prominent Louisville residents had contacted them. Now they 

wanted to know why Bingham had brought in a team of medical quacks to attend Mary 

Lily. The family hired one of the world's most famous detectives, William Burns, head of 

the Wi lliam J. Burns Detective Agency. Burns quickly turned up detailed information on 

Mary Lily's drugging. The family learned, too, that Bingham had given Dr. Ravitch a new 

Packard 325 Roadster. Burns noted that the million - dollar pearl necklace Flagler had gi ven 

Mary Lily had vanished, most likely stolen by Bingham. In September, the trustees of the 

Flagler estate, reviewing the report in Standard Oil's New York offices, decided to open 

Mary Lily's grave. They wanted to know exactly what had caused her death.  

 

     Meanwhile, Bingham hired a New York pathologist, who concluded that death had been 

caused by endocarditis, an inflammation of the lining of the heart. Challenging Bingham in 

the Louisville courts proved to be unrewarding for the Kenans. Sympathy was  strongly in 

Bingham's favor. The local newspapers depicted it as a battle between one lone Louisville 

man and the monster Standard Oil monopoly. In addition, the hometown lawyer the 

Kenans hired proved inadequate. In April 1918, Bingham was informed that there would 

be no further contest of the will. He would receive his $5 million on July 27, exactly one 

year after his wife's death.  
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Why did the Kenan family drop the case? No explanation was given. The report by Burns 

was never released. An d even more startling, the official autopsy report was repressed. 

David Leon Chandler, author of the recent best seller, The Binghams of Louisville, con -

cluded that one reason may have been that Mary Lily had tertiary syphilis, probably trans -  
 

mitted to h er by Bingham during their youthful affair. Always a womanizer, Bingham 

underwent a series of confidential medical treatments that began after he quit college in 

1891. He continued to receive them in later years from Dr. Ravitch, who was experienced 

in the  treatment of syphilis.  
 

Primary and secondary syphilis can masque -

rade as a fairly mild disease, some - times 

involving little more  than  minor  lesions  or  an  

unpleasant rash.  Tertiary syphilis does not 

surface until 10 to 30 years later and can be a 

deadly disease. And it can sometimes cause 

endocarditis. With syphilis, it would have been 

natural to call in Dr. Ravitch. The disease, so  

scandalous a malady that it could not even be 

mentioned in polite society, would also have 

given Bingham the opportunity for blackmail. 

Between the morphine and the threat of 

scandal, Mary Lily could have been persuaded 

to revise her will.  

 

     The prob lem was that Bingham kept the 

cover - up going. Even after it was apparent that 

Mary Lily's medical condition was life -

threatening, the doctors he consulted were 

picked because they could be trusted to keep 

quiet. Why was Bingham so smugly confident 

in the f ace of the Kenans' challenge? Why did 

the Kenans suddenly stop contesting the will 

after the autopsy? Scandal is the only plausible 

explanation. And what happened afterward? 

Did Bingham wither away, consumed by guilt? 

Of course not. He thoroughly enjoyed h is 

money. He bought the Louisville newspapers, 

which promptly brought him respectability.  

 

     With money and power he became effective in Democratic circles --  so effective that 

his staunch support for a rising young politician named Franklin Delano Roo sevelt brought 

him a huge reward when FDR was elected president in 1932. Bingham was named 

ambassador to the Court of St. James in London, the highest ambassadorial position a 

president can bestow. Even more important, a great communications empire develop ed 

from the $5 million Bingham received. The empire lasted six decades, until May 1986, and 

then was blown apart by the "grandchildren syndrome," a condition that sometimes arises 

from the sheer number of third - generation owners. A key whistleblower in for cing the sale 

of the Bingham newspaper empire to Gannett Publishing was granddaughter Sallie 

Bingham, an ardent feminist who feels the Binghams have "shortchanged" the woman 

whose money benefited them. Sallie has established a Mary Lily Bingham Trust Fund to 

provide scholarships for girls.  

 

"He killed her, didn't he?" says Sallie, who maintains a home in Key West. "I think it's time 

for a Bingham to give her some credit. It's a bit of justice for Mary Lily."  
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200 BRADLEY PLACE  

 
HIBISCUS HOTEL  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Palm Beach Post, Sunday, November 5, 1916,  Page 8  

 

Hibiscus Hotel  
 
      The Hibiscus Hotel on the lakefront trail in Palm Beach, is undergoing extensive 

repairs under the management of the proprietor, A. C. Inglessi.  As remodeled the building 

has now a large front porch, 120 feet in length by 16 feet in width.  The house will be well 

equipped for the coming season with forty fine guest chambers and with twenty baths.  

 

The Palm Beach Post, W ednesday, February 23, 1921,  Page 6  
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     The Hibiscus Hotel at North Lake Trail and Everglades Avenue, Palm Beach, has been 

leased by its owner, A. C. Inglessi to Charles C. Bibo and wife of New York, for the 1921 -

1922 season.  The rental arrangement was made through the J. B. McDonald Company.  

The Bibos first came to Palm Beach several years ago, on their present visit they observed 

the increased popularity of the resort and the lar - ger growth of the region and saw in the 

Hibiscus business opportunities.  

 

     Mr. and Mrs. Bibo have operated hotels at Arverne and Edgemere, in the Rockaways, 

Long Island, New York, for a good many years, and also operated the Hotel Bibo at Madison 

Avenue and 92 nd  street, New York.  They n ow own and operate the Hollywood Lodge, at 

High - mount, in the Catskill mountains.  They are credited with enjoying a reputation of 

the highest order as hotel keepers, and Mr. Inglessi feels assured that patrons of the 

Hibiscus will still be provided with f irst class service in every respect and an unexcelled 

cuisine.  
 

 

ééé.éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
 
The Palm Beach Post, Sunday, March 2, 1924 Page 14  

 

New Hibiscus Hotel  

 
     The Hibiscus Hotel was sold by the Inglessi owners to Kurzrock of New York it was 

announced on Friday and plans are under way for a 400 hundred room fireproof structure 

with shops on the ground floor.  

 

     Consideration involved in the sale of the Hibiscus Hotel, which is a wooden structure 

was given as bein g around $90,000.00.  Kurzrock , who is in Palm Beach for the winter 

season, also has purchased the lot adjoining the property on the north and the new 

structure is to use the entire plot.  
 

     E. C. and M. M. Bibo are the present lessees of the hotel, th is being their third season.  

The Bibos have a hotel, The Hollywood Lodge  at High Mount in the Cats - kills.  They for -

merly had one of the largest hotels at Arverne, Long Island, and have recently sold their 

New York City property, Hotel Bilbo, ninety Seco nd Street and Madison Avenue.  
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Architects are working on the plans.  The new hotel is to be of Spanish architecture and 

will be in readiness for the opening of the 1924 - 1925 season.  

 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé   

  

1923 The hotel was pulled down to make way for the new 
ñFireproofò  Royal Daneli Hotel 

 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 

HOTEL ROYAL DANELI  

 
                                       
The Palm Beach Post, Friday, April 24, 1924  

 

Hotel to Cost $250.000  
 

     Plans are being completed by William Manly King, local architect, for what it is believed 

will be the first and only fireproof hotel in Palm Beach which is to cost approximately 

$250.000 and which is to be built immediately on the site of th e Hibiscus Hotel in Palm 

Beach, just north of the Fashion Beaux Arts.  
 

     This structure, which is to be built and owned by the Day Rock Construction Company, 

is to have 120 guest rooms, private baths and provision is being made for a roof garden.  

It is to be six stories in height and will be of Spanish design.  

 

     Originally it was planned by S. D. Davis and Max Kurzrock, both of New York City, 

officials of the Day Rock Construction Company, to make alterations and additions to the 

Hibiscus Hotel bu ilding aggregating $150,000, but this week the plans were changed. Is  

probable that the present building will be moved onto another lot and used for servantôs 

quarters.  
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      On the first floor of the new building will be shops, a lobby, a dining  room, kitchen and 

a servantôs department.  On the mezzanine floor there will be a large lounge room and a 

ladie ôs retiring room.  On a level with the mezzanine floor facing the lake it is planned to 

construct a large screened veranda extending along the e ntire west side of the building.  

 
     This hotel is to be built in the shape of an ñHò fronting on the lake.  Provisions are 
being made for a patio in the center of the building and arrangements have been to enlarge 

the structure by adding on to the legs of the ñH.ò  

 
ééé..ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
The Palm Beach Post, Sunday, December 7, 1924  

 

TO OPEN $2,000,000 HOTEL ACROSS LAKE  
 
Sumptuous Royal Daneli Will Enhance Resortôs Attractions  

After Dec. 30  
 

     A $2,000,000 addition to Palm Beachôs array of winter attractions and accommodations 

will be available on December 31 with the opening of the resortôs latest hotel, the Royal 

Daneli.  For almost a year this structure has been gradually rising on Lake Trail, north , 

until it had become a pretty figure on the Palm Beach sky line  from the water.  

 

     With $2,000,000 invested in the structure, including furnishings, baths with every 

room, and complete metropolitan service facilities, the huge waterfront building is ready 

to receive its quota of guests.  

 

     Sam Salvin, proprietor of noted New York  restaurants, has leased the building for the 

season from S. D. Davis, the New York builder and owner, and has arranged to fulfill every 

demand for hotel service of the highest grade and entertainment, he announced yesterday.  

 

     Features of the new hote l are its dining room, grill, and Japanese garden.  Throughout 

the season an orchestra directed by Meyer Davis, will be employed besides a native 

Hawaiian orchestra with two girl dancers.  Afternoon teas and late suppers will be features 

of service.  

 
     The entire crew of the Palais Roya, one of the New York restaurants operated by Mr. 

Salvin, will be brought here, he said..  It includes a head chef and 42 cooks.  The hotel 

staff throughout will be white.    Among New York resorts operated and owned by Mr. 

Salvin other than the Palais Royal are the Club Royal, the Pavilion Royal, the Montmartre 

Plantation, and the Moulin Rouge.  
89 

ééé.éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  

 
The Palm Beach Post, Wednesday, January 12, 1927, Page 12  

 

Royal Daneli Has Kept  Service Up and Prices Down  
 
     ñPalm Beach Hotels,ò  The very words conjure up beauty and luxury, comfort and 

romance.  But when you say òRoyal Daneliò the words mean all of this and more.  This is 

the only exclusive European plan hotel in Palm Beach.  The hotel is strictly fireproof and 

there is a bath in connection with every room.  Also, the rates are so reasonable that the  
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tourist of mo st moderate means can afford to stay at the Royal Daneli, one of Palm Beachôs 

most modern hotels.  Rate are $4.00 per day and up.  

 

     The main lobby is most attractive, beautifully furnished in overstuffed furniture.  The 

crystal chandeliers around the r oom are not only decorative but contribute much to the 

sense of luxury of the entire place.  

 

      A well - equipped writing room may be found at the rear of the main lobby, while a music 

room connected with the writing room by a large arch, furnishes a most  comfortable place 

for a ladiesô lounge. 

 

     The guests who have registered at the Royal Daneli this season include many of the 

countyôs most distinguished persons.  Under the new management of Mr. W. G. Bowman, 

the Royal Daneli bids fair to become one o f the social gathering places of Palm Beach ð

Adv.  

      

       
 
 

 

      1931 the Royal Daneli was renamed the Mayflower  
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MAYFLOWER  HOTEL  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Palm Beach Post, Wednesday, April 17, 1935,   Page 7  

MAYFLOWER HOTEL WILL REMAIN OPEN  

Will operate on European Plan During Summer  

     For the first time since the boom years 

the Mayflower Hotel will remain open for 

the summer season, S. D. Davis, owner, 

announced Tuesday.   Decision to operate 

the hotel on a year - around basis is in 

tribute to the owner's belief in the future of 

Palm Beach and in the possibilities of 

Florida as a summer resort as well as a 

winter place.  

     The hotel will op erate with full facilities 

on a European, instead of American, plan 

for the summer months, with the same 

staff on a somewhat curtailed basis.   S. G. 

Piers, well - known local hotel man will 

continue as manager.  

     The brilliant beacon atop the Mayflower, which has proved a spectacular spot on the 

Palm Beach landscape this winter, will continue to be an attraction  this summer.  
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The Palm Beach Post, Wednesday, September 12, 1945  

 
 

FRANK DONOVAN BUYS THE 
MAYFLOWER HOTEL  

 
     Sale of the Palm Beach Mayflower Hotel, 

first of the big lake - front hostelries, for 

$566,500 by May - Palm Inc. to Frank 

Donovan, Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich., was 

disclosed Tuesday afternoon with filing of a 

warranty deed in the circuit clerkôs office. 

 

     The hotel built in 1924 and first known 

as the Royal Daneli, was sold in May, 1944, 

to the May - Palm Corporation, headed by 

Charles Shapiro and Benjamin Shapiro as 

president and secretary - treasurer by the 

May - flower Holding Co., owned by Jack 

Davis and  his mother, Mrs. S. D. Davis. 

Purchase price at the time was $420,000.  

 

     The hotel after its purchase by the May -

Palm corporation, was leased to several 

individuals and it is understood that the 

new owners also acquired this lease 

although no formal r ecord has been filed.   

Paty and Warwick were local attorneys for 

the purchaser.  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  
 
The Palm Beach Post, Tuesday, November 27, 1951, Page 1  

 

Mayflower Hotel, Residence Sold  
 
     Two warranty deeds were filed in circ uit court here Monday revealing purchase of the 

Mayflower Hotel, Palm Beach, and the adjacent oceanfront Ann Mitchell residence, for a 

total of $700,000, by Palm Beach Mayflower, Inc., a new corp - oration headed by Milton 

Fine and Samuel Kamen, both of Miam i Beach.  

 

     The hotel property, priced at $600,000, was sold by the Hotel Knickerbacker Operating 

Co., New York City.  The deed was signed by Robert Friedberg as vice president.  

      

     In the other transaction the D & F Corp. city, sold the Mitchell property for an indicated 

$100,000, the deed being signed by Friedberg as president.  

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  

 
1967  Mayflower was sold and renamed the Palm Beach Spa  
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PALM BEACH SPA  
 

The Palm Beach Post, Wednesday, August 5, 1954,   Page 36  

Palm Beach Spa Is Sold For $1 Million  

     The Palm Beach Spa Hotel on Everglades Ave. was sold for $1,000,000 according to a 

warranty deed recorded on Aug. 3.  

     The spa is the old Mayflower Hotel managed by Milton Hoff.   It was built in 1924, and, 

as the Royal Daneli, became the first of the big lake front hotels in Palm Beach.   Its name 

was   changed to the Mayflower Hotel.  

     Documentary stamps on the tran saction totaled $3,000.   The seller was Wolfe Corp. 

signed with papers by Joseph Wolf with offices in New York City.   The purchaser was the 

Hoff Spa Management Co. of Palm Beach with a $673,500 mort - gage recorded.   

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééééééééééééééé 

The Palm Brach Post, Friday, July 22, 1983   Page 34                                                                                      

By Chauncey Mabe                              

Once -Posh PB Spa    A Tag Sale Special  

     The long spacious dining room of the Palm Beach Spa and Hotel was laid out yesterday 

with neat rows of silverware, porcelain and linen.  The once proud lobby was converted 

into a showroom for used furniture.  Workers for a liquidation company scurried through 

the heat with last - minute preparations for a month - long tag sale while Elizabeth Missbach 

reminisced to the hum of a window air conditioner in a back upstairs office.  

     ñI feel badly about the spa going out of business because it will mean 300 people will 

lose their jobs,ò Mrs. Missbach, the hotelôs personnel director for 20 years. 

     The hotel never let anybody go because of age and we had waitresses in their 70s.  

Many of these people will never work again, theyôre too old. 

     Owned by the late John D. and Cathe rine T. MacArthur Foundation. The 57 year old spa 

at 337 Everglades Ave. is scheduled for demolition to make way for a luxury lakefront 

condominium being developed under a lease agreement by the Hanlon Group.  

     Today is the first day of the sale that Na tional Content Liquidators officials say will get 

rid of everything from the chandeliers ($1,725 each) to the coat hangers (six for $1) ï 

everything but the commodes.  The liquidators donôt have the rights to the plumbing. 

     The sale is open to the publ ic from 9 a.m. to 7 p .m, daily.  Its strictly cash and carry.  

Liquidators said.  No checks and you have to lug the merchandise out of the building and 

cart it off by yourself.  

     Michael Lunsford, National Content Liquidators vice president, said the ta g sale, rather 

than an auction or a wholesale liquidation, is being held to give the public a chance at the 

bargains.  
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     But, setting the hype aside, he said the sale is strictly practical.  

     ñItôs the best transition and the most profitable way  to get rid of the items in the hotel,ò 

he said.  ñWeôre here to make money, thereôs no doubt about that. 

     For $225 you  can buy one of 200 ñalmost newò color televisions.  For $350 you can 

have your own putting green ï all you have to do is roll it up and take it away.       It took 

the liquidators three weeks to arrange the thousands of smaller items in the dining room.  

Jeremy Strong, Lamsfordôs assistant, said the room will be empty in three days. 

     ñPeople can buy one piece or a setting and everything iis marked to move,ò he said.  

ñBut there will be no dickering.ò 

     The decision to demolish the spa came after the  1982 - 83  season ended in April.  The 

hotelôs hundreds of regular clients were notified by registered letter. 

     ñWeôve received hundreds of letters from guests who are heart-broken,ò Mrs. Missbach 

said.  ñThey were pampered here and theyôll never find anything else like it.ò 

     Built as the Mayflower Hotel in 1926, the building was converted to the Palm Beach Spa 

and Hotel in 1967.  The late billionaire insurance and real estate mogul MacArthur bought 

it in 1969.  

     Mrs. Missbach said MacArthur bought it solely to get back Larry Borsten, the spaôs 

general manger.  Borsten had worked for Mac - Arthur as manager of the Colonades Beach 

Hotel in Riviera Beach, but had quit to assume the same position at the spa.  

     ñIt was more like a private club than a hotel,ò Mrs. Missbach said.  ñA lot of the same 

people came back year after year.ò   Rates, she said, were $99 to $120 per day.  The prices 

included everything, from meals to the spaôs health services.  Most of the guests stayed 

for the entire winter season.  November to March.  

     The spa once was a place at which the wealthy shaped up for the New York social 

season.  But in recent years it had become most popular with the elderly.  More of our 

guests were over 80 th an under 70,ò Mrs. Missbach said. 

     Spa facilities are being installed 10 miles to the north at the Colonades.  
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1983 Palm Bea ch  Spa pulled down  
 

To make way for LôErmitage Condominiums 
 

LôERMITAGE CONDOMINIUMS  
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Fort Lauderdale News, Saturday, June 25, 1983, Page 64  

L'Ermitage sold out just 2 months after construction started  

PALM BEACH -  Just two months after construction commenced on L'Ermitage's eight ultra -

luxurious townhomes, a sellout has been announced by Robert W. Hollister, director of 

sales for the new in - town condominium enclave located at Everglades Avenue and Bradley 

Place.  

     The tri - level town townhomes are part of an overall L'Ermitage design of 59 resid ences 

designed by The Lawrence Group, Chartered Architect and Planners.   In addition .to the 

townhome enclave, two five - story condominium structures  will present 51 spacious and 

specially appointed apartment residences on the six acre lakefront site presen tly occupied 

by the venerable Palm Beach Spa Hotel.  

     Demolition of the spa is scheduled for this month, with construction of the L'Ermitage 

condominiums towers planned to beginning June.  

       "We are delighted with this early sellout of our existing  town - homes, "Hollister said, 

"Though we are not really surprised.   The townhomes offer an extraordinary Palm Beach 

lifestyle and opportunity to partake of Palm Beach's only brand - new condominium 

residences  with all of the amenities and services of grand - h otel living."  

     Ranging in size from 3,447 to 5,098 square feet, the two - bedroom plus library design 

encompass two levels of living space in addition to a two - car basement garage.  
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     The Mediterranean, traditional "Palm Beach" look will be featured in the townhomes as 

well as in the entire walled community.   Wood and clay barrel tile roofs, and sand colored 

stucco form the basis for the open, distinctive look,   which has become th e signature of 

traditional portions of Palm Beach.  

     "A truly outstanding level of luxury has been achieved in the town - home designs," 

Hollister said.   "The living rooms look onto the pools through wide arched windows.   Round 

columns frame the patios l eading to the pool areas., and in all three residential designs, 

arch - ways provide that special Mediterranean flavor."  

     Luxurious touches in the townhomes include master bedroom suites or "morning" 

rooms adjacent to the large bedrooms and marble floore d master baths with roman tubs, 

marble shower sur - rounds and his - and - her walk - in closets with spacious dressing 

areas.   Some plans have vaulted ceilings with exposed beams in both the living room and 

the den/bedroom.   One plan features the dramatic touch o f a circular staircase and a two -

story foyer, while another has its guest bedroom wing out by the swimming pool in a 

cabana - like design.  

     Each residence includes an optional elevator as well as optional swimming pool;  

     The airy kitchen encompass br eakfast areas with sliding glass doors that open 

onto  either a terrace or patio.  

     The L'Ermitage sales office, located in Poinciana Plaza, is open Monday through Friday 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   

éé..éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  
 

Fort Lauderdale News, Saturday, September 10,  1983  

Palm Beach Hotel makes way for L'Ermitage  

PALM BEACH -   The Palm Beach Spa Hotel took a final bow as one of Palm Beach's 

noteworthy landmarks last month.   To mark the event, a ñcoming down" party took place 

th at afternoon on the six acre site at Everglades Avenue and Bradley Place on the shores 

of Lake Worth in Palm Beach.  

     The event also signaled the commencement of a new chapter at the prestigious address 

--  L'Ermitage, to be one of Palm Beach's most eli te collection of luxury apartment resid -

ences,, and townhouses.  

     In attendance at the outdoor party were Harrison M. Lasky, chair - man of the board of 

the Harlon Group, Inc; Lon B. Rubin, president of the Halon Group, David Riese, project 

manager for L 'Ermitage and Eugene Lawrence, the architect who designed L'Ermitage.  

     The Harlon Group is a nationally known development firm that is developing L'Ermitage 

in conjunction with Morstan Development Company, Inc., a subsidiary of Morgan Stanley 

of New York, the in - vestment banking firm.  
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       Harrison Lasky released a bottle of champagne that was cordoned to one side of the 

first building to be razed., signaling the bulldozer into action.   As the champagne exploded 

against the building's wall,  guests clapped and cheered at both the symbolic gesture and 

for wh at promises to be one of the most elegant new addresses.  

  L'Ermitage will comprise 51  ultra - luxurious apartment residences and eight 

townhouses.   The townhouses will form an individual enclave across Bradley 

Place.   Apartment residences will be positione d for outstanding vistas and maximum 

exposure in the north and south towers, directly overlooking Lake worth.   The L'Ermitage 

floor plans range from 2,250 to 4,800 square feet.  

     The L'Ermitage sales office, located in Poinciana Plaza at 350 Royal Poin ciana Way, is 

open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   Further information may be obtained 

by calling Robert Hollister, Director os sales, at (303) 832 - 1700.  
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150 BRADLEY PLACE  

 
 
 
Palm Beach Hotel ï 150 Bradley Place  
Built 1893 ï destroyed by fire 1925  
 
Hotel Alba  
Built 1926 ï  
 
Ambassador Hotel ï Renamed  
1929  
 
Palm Beach Biltmore ï Renamed  
1933  
 
Biltmore Condominiums                                                                                                         
1977  
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1st  PALM  BEACH  HOTEL  
 

Located  on  the  site  of  the  present  Biltmore  Condominiums                            
150  Bradley  Place  
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The  Palm  Beach  Hotel  Fire  
 

     As  The  Breakers  burned  for  the  second  time  in  1925,  Palm  Beach  resident  Stafford  

Beach  watched  from  the  ocean  pier  as  embers  floated  up  through  the  air,  across  the  island,  

and  landed  on  the  400 - room  Palm  Beach  Hotel.  Its  160  guests,  who  had  been  

watching  The  Breakerôs fire,  barely  reached  their  own  rooms  in  time  to  save  small  articles;  

the  frame  building  burned  down  completely.  

 

     The  hotelôs owner,  Sidney  Maddock,  lamented:  ñThe dear  old  Palm  Beach  Hotel  is  a  total  

loss.  é I  was  there  at  the  time  and  held  the  hose  like  the  rest  but  it  blazed  in  seven  places  

at  once  way  up  on  the  roof.  Itôs history  now.ò 

 

     His  parents,  Henry  and  Jeanie  Elizabeth  Smith  Maddock,  of  Staffordshire,  England , had  

made  their  home  at  Duckôs Nest  on  North  Lake  Way  in  1891,  which  is  still  owned  by  their  

family.  Sidney  Maddock  had  married  Lucy  Lacoste  and  in  1902  built  the  Palm  Beach  

Hotel  on  Lake  Worth.  After  it  burned  down,  Maddock  left  Palm  Beach  and  never  retu rned.  

His  son,  Paul  Lacoste  Maddock,  moved  to  Palm  Beach  in  1939  and  married  Ruth  Marian  

Quigley  Moffett,  a  descendant  of  Charles  Carroll,  the  first  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  

Independence.  

 
     On  the  site  of  the  Palm  Beach  Hotel,  Maurice  Heckscher  bu ilt  the  $7  million  Alba  Hotel.  

Named  for  his  polo - playing  friend  the  Spanish  Duke  of  Alba,  the  12 - story  hotel  opened  in  

February  1926  with  550  rooms.  The  first  party  for  1,000  was  hosted  by  Mrs.  Edward  T.  

Stotesbury,  Mrs.  Paris  Singer,  and  other  notable  so cialites.  By  May,  the  hotel  was  

bankrupt,  although  it  reopened  the  following  year.  By  1929,  it  became  part  of  the  

Ambassador  Hotel  chain.  The  next  owner,  Colonel  Henry  Doherty,  changed  the  name  to  

the  Biltmore  in  1934  
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LOOKING  NORTH,  ROYAL  DENALI  HOTEL  IN  BACKGROUND  
 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 

Palm  Beach,  FL  Fire  Destroys  Two  Hotels,  Mar  1925  
Submitted  by  Stu  Beitler  
 

$4,000,000  FIRE  HITS  PALM  BEACH.  
TWO  BIG  HOTELS  ARE  REDUCED  TO  PILES  OF ASHES.  

By  Associated  Press.  

 
Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  March  18  --  Fire  which  for  a time  threatened  to  wipe  out  an  entire  section  

of  this  famous  winter  pleasure  resort,  was  brought  under  control  Wednesday  night  after  

two  big  hotels,  the  Breakers  and  Palm  Beach,  ha d  been  reduced  to  piles  of  glowing  ashes.  

Property  damage  was  estimated  in  excess  of  $4,000,000.  

 

     Rumors  that  guests  had  perished  in  the  Breakers  and  the  Palm  Beach  hotels  were  

current  as  the  flames  hurled  blazing  embers  into  the  air  and  even  across  Lake  Worth  to  

West  Palm  Beach,  but  none  had  been  confirmed  late  Wednesday  night.  

 

     An  elderly  man  and  woman  were  reported  burned  to  death  in  the  Breakers,  and  two  

small  children  and  their  nurse  were  said  to  be  missing  from  the  same  hotel.  Parents  of  the  

children  were  searching  frantically  Wednesday  night  in  the  ruins,  but  neither  would  give  

their  names.  
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Martial  law  in  Palm  Beach  with  troops  guarding  bridges  between  Palm  Beach  and  West  

Palm  Beach,  followed  the  seizure  by  police  of  two  motor  trucks  and  several  automobiles  

filled  with  goods  stolen  during  the  fire.  Eight  negroes  and  one  white  man  were  arrested.  

 

Fire  fighting  forces  from  Palm  Beach,  West  Palm  Beach  and  Lake  Worth  fought  the  flames  

and  other  firemen  were  on  the  way  when  the  upper  hand  was  gained  by  the  men  on  the  

scene.  

 

In  addition  to  the  two  hotels  the  Poinciana  barracks  and  a  number  of  shops  were  burned.  

Bradley's  Club,  long  noted  as  a playground  for  the  rich,  was  saved,  although  for  a time  it  

was  thought  certain  that  this  wide ly  known  resort  would  fall  a  victim  of  the  flames.  

 

No  definite  loss  of  life  had  been  confirmed  pending  a  check  of  the  guests.  

 

The  fire  started  in  an  upper  floor  of  the  south  wing  of  the  Breakers  Hotel,  which  had  nearly  

900  rooms  and  provided  accommodations  for  nearly  2,000  persons.  The  cause  was  vari -

ously  reported  as  a carelessly  handled  cigarette,  a plumber's  torch  and  a woman  guest  

using  an  electrical  appliance.  

 

Flames  broke  through  the  roof  and  smoke  almost  immediately  spread  through - out  the  

hotel.  Guests  hurriedly  left  the  burning  structure,  many  not  waiting  to  save  their  personal  

belongings  and  loss  of  valuables  of  persons  residing  in  the  hotel  is  expected  to  be  great.  

 

When  the  Palm  Beach  Hotel,  a  250  room  structure,  began  to  burn,  the  fire  forces  were  

divided.  It  became  apparent  at  once,  however,  that  the  building  was  doomed  and  those  

assigned  to  this  part  of  the  battle  concentrated  successfully  on  saving  adjacent  buildings.  

Meanwhile,  four  cottages  which  were  part  of  the  Breakers  prope rty  had  been  destroyed  

and  the  roof  of  the  Royal  Poinciana  stated  smoldering.  The  fire  there,  however,  was  stop -

ped  before  it  gained  any  headway.  

 

The  confusion  and  wildly  flickering  flames  continued  far  into  the  night  and  no  reasonably  

accurate  survey  of  the  loss  was  possible.  

 
San  Antonio  Express  Texas  1925 - 03 - 19  

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  
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                                       HOTEL  ALBA  
 

 
 

 
 
     On the site of the  Palm Beach Hotel, Maurice Heckscher built the $7 million Alba Hotel. 

Named for his polo - playing friend the Spanish Duke of Alba, the 12 - story hotel opened in 

February 1926 with 550 rooms. The first party for 1,000 was hosted by Mrs. Edward T. 

Stotesbury, Mrs. Paris Singer, and other notable socialites. By May, the hotel was bank -

rupt, although it  re o pened the following year. By 1929,  it became  part  of the Ambas -

sador  Hotel chain. The next owner, Colonel Henry Doherty, changed the name to the 

Biltmore in 1934.   
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AMBASSADOR  

 
         

The Palm Beach Post, Friday, July 12, 1929  

 

AMBASSADOR PLAN FOR COSTRUCTION REVEALED TODAY  

 
ADDITION WILL COST $200,000  

For Rooms to be used as Servant Quarters  

 
     Construction of a four - story addition to the Ambassador hotel, formerly known as the 

Alba, containing approximately 250 rooms to be used as servants quarters, will be started 

in the near future by a northern construction firm, according to the attaches of the office 

of Treanor a nd Futio, Palm Beach and New York architects.  

 

     Cost of the addition to the familiar Palm Beach hotelry will be in the neighborhood of 

$200,000 it was said.  

 

     The addition will be built along the north wing of the hotel and will run along the entir e 

north façade, starting at Bradley Place and running to Lake Trail.  It is estimated that the 

four - story addition will be approximately 300 feet long and 36 feet wide.  

 

     Changes at the former Replogle property, Sunset Avenue and North Ocean Boulevard,  

will be made in conjunction with work on the hotel and probably will be performed by the 

same construction company.  Work at the beach, which will include changes about the  
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present edifice there, additions of a swimming pool and tennis courts i s estimated to cost 

in the neighborhood of $80,000.  

     Permit for contemplated changes at the beach residence, purchased last winter by S. 

W. Straus, president of the S. W. Straus & Co., and head of the Ambassador hotel system, 

was granted by the Town Co uncil of Palm Beach, May 25, according to Judge E. B. Donnell, 

attorney for the Straus Palm Beach interests, when the town permit for alteration and 

change was granted.  ñThe property is to be maintained ass the permanent residence of 

Mr. Straus.  There is  no intention of maintaining any commercial venture there.  We are 

sat - isfied with the granting of the permit and expect to see that plans are carried out this 

summer.  

     Treanor and Futio have evolved plans for the above changes and additions.  Contract , 

as announced on that date, has been awarded to George W. Lansford, of New York and 

Miami.  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  

 

The Palm Beach Post, Wednesday, January 15, 1930  

 

AMBASSADOR OPENS TODAY WITH GREATEST                            
SEASON IN PROSPECT  

 

Inauguration of Ocean Bathing Beach For Guests  
Also Scheduled Many Notables Expected For Winter  

 

     With a reservation list presaging the best year in its history, the Ambassador re - opens 

for the season this morning.  The 600 room hotel on Lake Worth at the foot of Sunrise 

Avenue is operated by the Ambassador Hotel System, others in the chain being the Amb -

assador Hotels in New York, Atlantic City and Los Angeles.  

 

     The hotel is under the direction of William H. Peterkin, vice - president and treasurer of 

the Ambassador Hotel System.  

 

     The Infanta Gardens located on the west side of the hotel f acing Lake Worth, are more 

beautiful than ever this year, the past summer having been particularly fortuitous for the 

development of the rare plants and shrubs, so that the prim foot - paths are now almost 

buried in a wealth of tropical growth, making of the  whole a gigantic nosegay, in the midst 

of which the famed Moorish fountains, replicas of those at the Alhambra, in Spain, appear 

as exquisite ceramics.  

 

     Here in the afternoons the tea dances are held, where guests will waltz or fox - trot to 

the strain s of music provided by Harry Leventhal and his orchestra.  At luncheon or dinner, 

served in the Grand Castillian or the Queen Isabella restaurant or out on the Terrace, the 

Ambassador concert orchestra, also under Mr. Leventhalôs direction, will play. 

 

     A notable addition this year for the entertainment of The Ambassadorôs guests in the 

new Ambassador Beach at the foot of Sunset Avenue on the ocean, which is under the 

management of Charles P. Squarzini of the Milton Point Casino, Rye, New York.  The swi m -

ming pool, one of the largest in the colony, is 100 feet long, 40 feet broad, with a maximum 

depth of 10 feet.  The capacity is 300,000 gallons.  

   

     A ten - foot concrete wall, tinted a mellow shade surrounds the entire establishment, 

including pavilio n, bath - houses, patio, terrace and other facilities.  In front of the pavilion, 

running the full width of the house and overlooking the ocean, a 40 - foot terrace has been 

constructed where luncheon will be served.  The steps from the terrace lead in a wide 

flagged walk, and thence to the boardwalk.  The latter is arranged in the form of a three -

sided hollow square, with steps leading down to the sands from each side giving an amp -  
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hitheatre effect.  The cabanas are located on the north and south boardwalks, while the 

bath - houses and cabana are located west of the pool.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Palm Beach Post, Sunday, April 6, 1930  

 

OFFICERS NAMED FOR AMBASSADOR  
 

     At the same session Walter Baker, a director of the corporation and for some years 

assistant to the president, was elected vice - president.  At a meeting of the board of direc -

tors of the Ambassador Hotel Corporation, Vladimer Rachevsky was elected pre sident to 

succeed the late Herbert S. Martin.  

 

     At the same session Walter Baker, a director of the corporation and for some years 

assistant to the president, was elected vice - president.  The executive committee of the 

corporation is composed of Mr. Ra chevsky, Mr. Baker and William H. Peterkin, vice -

president and treasurer.  The Ambassador Hotel Corporation owns and operates the Am -

bassador Hotels in   New York, Atlantic City, Los Angeles and Palm Beach.  

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  

 

The Palm Beach Post, Tuesday, January 20, 1931  

 

Ambassador Hotel  
 

     The formal opening of the Hotel Ambassador will be officially celebrated Saturday 

evening with a supper dance in the Muleteer Grill.  Music will be by the Ambassador Hotel 

orchestra under Irving Gitlin, who is well known in musical circles.  He has di rected the 

orchestra with and for Ben Bernie and opened the roof at the St. Regis Hotel for Vincent 

Lopez.  
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     Under the direction of Gitlin the orchestra was well received at its Sunday evening con -

cert, making an especial appeal with Ravelôs Bolero.  The orchestra specializes in Argentine 

and Cuban dance numbers.  

 

     Count Felix von Luckner, the famous ñsea devil,ò is now en route to Palm Beach aboard 

his yacht, the Mopelia, and is expected to spend some time at the Ambassador Hotel.   As 

a result of a recent automobile accident ,  he was compelled to cancel a series of lectures 

and is taking advantage of the opportunity to take a rest in Florida.  The Mopelia will 

probably be left in Miami and Count and Countess von Luckner will then sp end some time 

in Palm Beach.  

 

     Gar Wood, of Detroit, whose name is synonymous with speed boat racing the world 

over, and his wife were among the Sunday arrivals, as were Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Kessler, 

Phil - adelphia; Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Rising, Lakewood, Oh io.       

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  

 

The Palm Beach Post, Friday, May 13, 1932  

      

Ambassador Beach Property Transferred  
 

     Heirs of the late Simon W. Straus, president of S. W. Straus & Company, were ordered 

in circuit court Thursday to turn over to the receivers of the Ambassador hotel title to the 

hotel beach property.  The receivers are the Irving Trust company and Frank W Kridel of 

New York.  Twenty days was set as time for transferring the title.  

 

     The heirs include Hattie D Straus, widow; Madeline S. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Vladimer 

Rachevsky, Louise S. Celestin.  Joe H. Lesser was named trustee for the purpose of making 

the transfer.  

 

     The property was purchased from J. Leonard Replogle as a  beach for the Ambassador 

hotel.  The last season when the Ambassador hotel was not operated, the beach was run 

as the colony ï Ambassadorò beach under lease to Arthur Hand. 

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  

 

The Palm Beach Post, Friday, January 12, 1934  

 

FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS OF AMBASSADOR HOTEL ARE SOLD 
IN NEW YORK  

 
Investment Brokers, Presumably Representing Doherty,                         

Make Purchase  
 

     Officials of the New York Real Estate Bondholdersô Protective committee said Thursday 

that most of the outstanding first mortgage bonds of the Ambassador hotel at palm Beach, 

formerly known as the Alba Hotel, had been sold to Robert E. Graham Company, Fif th 

Avenue investment brokers.  The information was contained in an Associated Press dis -

patch from New York.  The  Graham firm presumably represented Colonel Henry L. Doherty, 

previously announced as purchaser of the hotel, although dispatches did not say so.  

 

     ñThe purchaser, pending a study of the situation, declined Thursday to say what steps 

are planned as a result of this purchase.ò The dispatch continued. 
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 ñThe officials of the protective committee, described as having represented holders of 

about 96 percent of the bonds, which have been in default for some time, said that last 

October a notice was sent to bondholders advising them of an offer by the Graham  firm to 

buy deposited bonds.ò 

 

     ñThe offer, the officials said, was approved by the bondholders and by Samuel Seabury, 

acting as an arbiter for the committee, and the sale was consummated last Thursday.  The 

total purchase price was described as rough ly $270,000.ò 

 

     The Alba hotel was constructed during the boom years and cost nearly $9,000,000 to 

build and furnish.  It was placed in bankruptcy in the spring of 1926, about six weeks after 

opening in February, 1926 for the first time.  

 

     During t he spring the bankruptcy litigation was opened and the property sold tp a 

representative of Straus & Company for $2,000, subject to the outstanding first mortgage 

bonds, amounting to around $4,200,000, which had been underwritten by the Straus com -

pany for  the construction of the hotel.  The sale was consummated during the summer of 

1927.  

 

     During the winter of 1927 the hotel was operated by J. Warren Smith, George W. Lang -

ford, the contractor who constructed the hotel, and A. Melrose Lamar, trustee in Bank -

ruptcy.  

 

     The bond issue never has been foreclosed and will have to be to clear up title in the 

property, attorneys said here Thursday.   

          

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  
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The Pittsburgh Press, Sunday, December 12, 1937  

 

PALM BEACH BILTMORE OPENING ANNOUNCED  

 
FAMOUS HOTEL OFFERS 3 - POINT VACATION PLAN WITH CLUB 

PRIVILEGES  

 
     Big news from the Florida resort front  this week is the announcement of the opening in 

January of the P al m Beach Biltmore Hotel with a three -point American Plan ñcomplete 

vacationò policy which includes accommodations, meals, transportation by private aerocar  

to the resort interests of the are a, and membership privileges in two exclusive Palm Beach 

clubs for golf and surf bathing.  The Palm Beach Biltmore is under the same ownership and 

direction as the British Colonial Hotel, Nassau, Bahamas.  

 

MODERATE AMERICAN PLAN RATES  

 
     One of Floridaôs largest resort hotels, the Palm Beach Biltmore stands on the Palm 

Beach shore of beautiful Lake Worth, beside the ñLake Trailò, seven- mile pedestrian 

highway.  First point of the three - point vacation plan is the hotel itself --- its fine accom -

modations, s ervice and cuisine, and the facilities and entertainment provided within the 

hotel and its Infanta Gardens.  
 

UNIQUE CLUB PRIVILE GES 

 
     Palm Beach Biltmore guests will be accorded privileges (upon committee approval) of 

the Sun and Surf Club, on the ocean, and of the Palm Beach Country Club, which has the 

finest golf course on the island.  At Sun and Surf are splendid beach and pool, clubhouse 

with limited number of oceanfront guest rooms.  In addition to golf and spacious 

clubhouse, the Country Club has dockage facilities for yachts in sheltered Lake Worth.  

 

COURTESY TRANSPORTATION  

 
     From the hotel, the Palm Beach Biltmore aerocar  fleet speeds guests to the clubs, and 

to many interests of the area.  This courtesy transportation is both a convenience and an 

economy.  

     Thus, American Plan rates practically cover all the expenses of a complete Palm Beach 

vacationé 1-  accommodations and mealsé 2-club privilegesé 3-  transportation.  All are 

included.  

     For rate, information and reservations, communicate with the hotel at Palm Beach, with 

the New York office at 551 Fifth Avenue (te lephone Murray Hill 2 - 0521), or the Chicago 

office at 120 South La sale Street (telephone FRAnklin 4645).  

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  
 

The Palm Beach Post, Saturday, November 5, 1949  

 

Biltmore Pool And  Cabanas Termed One Of Finest Setups  
 

     One of the most tremendous and impressive layouts included in the new Palm Beach 

Biltmore is the aquatic set - up which is predominated by a 25 meter pool, 40 cabanas, and 

a promenade overlooking Lake worth.  
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Nationally - known swimming coach Steve Forsyth, who came to the Biltmore from the 

Flamingo Hotel at Miami Beach where heôs been since 1929, will be aquatic director, and 

in charge of the cabanas.  

 

     Already, plans of national interest in the aquatic  world are being mapped by Forsyth, 

who has only arrived her to take over his new domain.  

 

     For the Biltmore will make a bid for the indoor national championships for women, 

which is held sometime in April, at next monthôs national AAU convention. 

 

     ñIf we are awarded this meet, it will mean we get all the list of events, which will draw 

100 or more of the top swimmers in the nation,ò Forsyth disclosed. 

 

     The pool is 82 feet long by 36 feet wide, and its six lanes were described by Forsyth as  

ñample for swimming meets.ò 

 

     The pool is outdoors, yes ðbut indoor meets donôt have to be held under a roof, ñso 

weôre all set there,ò Forsyth declared. 

 

     In addition to bidding for the senior indoor national women championships , the Palm 

Beach Biltmore will go after some of the junior meets and perhaps some of Florida State 

indoor events, he intimated.  

 

     The Christmas holidays ñin all probabilityò will bring something new and special to Palm 

Beach ---  for the National Intercollegiate Swimming Assn., comprised of the top collegiate 

swimmers in the nation, ñwill Iôm quite sure, come up here for an exhibition or two during 

their annual 10 - day swim foru m they have each Christmas at Ft. Lauderdale,ò Forsyth 

added.  
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Sharing top honors with the widely - publicized national swim meets will be the swimming 

and diving exhibitions ---  both professional and amateur, using local and nationally - known 

tale nt ---  which Forsyth plans to stage ñat least every week or two.ò 

 

     And that means that the pool will be the setting foe all kinds of diving, both serious and 

comic novelty events; specialties such as water ballets staged by a bevy of beautiful girls -

--  and everything and anything that is at all performable in water.  

 

     Although he ñhasnôt checked the talent available in this town or area,ò  he hopes to put 

on productions with local swimmers.  ñThereôs always lots of professional swimming talent 

at Mi ami that will be available for our water shows.ò 

 

     Two one - meter (low) diving boards and one three - meter board (over 10 feet high) 

ultra - modern board dominate the deep end of the pool.  

 

     On the Lake Worth side of the pool, which is situated north a nd south, plenty of space 

has been kept open for bleachers which can be erected temporarily during swimming 

events.  

 

     Sharing honors with the pool will be the telephone and shower equipped luxurious 

cabanas with their two compartments each, which the s wimming instructor described as 

being ñby far the finest and most complete cabanas Iôve ever seen.ò 

 

     In addition are the double -storied menôs and womenôs locker rooms, with over 50 

lockers in each, which again have been built to convenience the swimme r in every way 

possible.  

 

     Between the pool and the two levels of cabanas is the dancing patio.  Lining the dancing 

section, which during daytime will be strictly for relaxing with deck chairs, umbrella -

topped tables, lounges, etc. placed about, is the  dining terrace, with a bar at each end.  

 

     Still going west ---  aside the terrace is the promenade, which will be replete with 

steamer chairs where guests may lounge as they watch the tennis games on the two new 

courts lining Lake Worth, or perhaps look  in the other direction to see how aspiring golfers 

are making out on the putting green.  

 

     The dining terraceôs roof is the sun deck, from  which the suntan aspirant can watch all 

that goes on below with the greatest of ease.  

 

     Then too, the Hotel has even included two shuffleboard courts, which are situated near 

the pool.  

 

     The pool, by the way, is filled with ocean water which is pi ped straight across the island 

from the Atlantic to the Biltmore.  It is equipped with a modern chlorinating and a vacuum 

cleaning system.  

 

     As he looked around at this panorama of ideal outdoor living, Forsyth made a great 

understatement when he declared that ñIôm very enthusiastic about coming tp Palm 

Beach ðfor this is one of the finest aquatic, social and sport arrays that Iôve ever seen.ò    

  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  
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The Tampa Tribune, October 15, 1959  Other Editions  

 

Biltmore Hotel In Palm Beach Sold For $3,500,000  
 

      New York, Oct. 12. (AP) --  Hotel Corporations of America today announced purch ase 

of the 537 - room Biltmore Hotel in Palm Beach, Fla., from the West India Fruit & Steamship 

Co.  The price was reported to be $3,500,000.  

 

     John J. Bergen, chairman and A. M. Sonnabend, president, said the recently renovated 

hotel will be open from l ate November to mid - May.  It has 55 suites, a private yacht basin, 

terrace dining and dancing, swimming pool and private beach.  

 

     Bergen said the luxury hotel will continue under operation of James J. Farrell as general 

manager.  

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé  

 

Islandôs Biltmore  Has  Had  Several  Lives  
 
Joe  Forzano  

April  25,  2007  Eliot  Kleinber g's  Post  Time  columns .  

 

Longtime  reader  Roger  St.  Martin  of  suburban  Lake  Worth  called  recently  to  ask  about  the  

history  of  Palm  Beachôs Biltmore  Hotel.  

 

The  hotel,  just  north  of  the  Flagler  Memorial  Bridge  at  150  Bradley  Place,  opened  in  1894  

as  the  Palm  Beach  Hotel.  It  burned  when  The  Breakers  caught  fire  in  March  1925.  A new  

building  was  constructed  in  1926  as  the  Spanish - themed  Alba.  It  had  been  built  for  $5  

million  to  $6  million,  which,  in  2007  dollars,  is  as  much  as  $68  million.  In  January  1929,  it  

was  renamed  the  Ambassador.  When  the  boom  busted,  it  went  into  bankruptcy.  In  1933,  

it  was  sold  to  an  outfit  that  also  owned  the  Biltmore  in  Coral  Gables  and  was  renamed  the  

Palm  Beach  Biltmore.  

 

In  1943  and  1944,  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  used  it  as  a train ing  base  for  the  Spars,  its  

womenôs reserve.  In  1945,  it  was  the  U.S.  Navy  Convalescent  Hospital,  with  more  than  

700  patients.  St.  Martin  recalls  that,  when  he  was  about  11,  he  and  others  would  put  on  

boxing  matches  for  GIs.  St.  Martin  said  heôd watch  them  relaxing  on  the  sun  deck,  getting  

some  rays  and  watching  speedboat  races  in  the  Intracoastal  Waterway.  

 

In  1946,  the  Biltmore,  then  owned  by  the  Hilton  chain,  returned  to  civilian  service.  The  

hotel  closed  in  the  1970s  and  fell  into  disrepair,  but  was  res cued  from  demolition  by  famed  

developer  John  D.  MacArthur.  MacArthur  sold  it  in  1977  for  $5.3  million  to  investor  Stanley  

J.  Harte,  who  renovated  it  and  reopened  it  in  1981  as  the  128 - unit  Palm  Beach  Biltmore  

Condominiums.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://historicpalmbeach.blog.palmbeachpost.com/author/joe-forzano/
http://historicpalmbeach.blog.palmbeachpost.com/category/eliot-kleinbergs-post-time-columns/
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BILTMORE CONDOMINIUMS  
 

Looking east from the lake front  

 

 

 

      

 

 
       
 

 
 

 

 

 


